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Social Security Administration Act 1992
1992 CHAPTER 5

PART I

CLAIMS FOR AND PAYMENTS AND GENERAL ADMINISTRATION OF BENEFIT

Child benefit

13 Necessity of application for child benefit

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, no person shall be entitled to child benefit unless
he claims it in the manner, and within the time, prescribed in relation to child benefit
by regulations under section 5 above.

[F1(1A) No person shall be entitled to child benefit unless subsection (1B) below is satisfied
in relation to him.

(1B) This subsection is satisfied in relation to a person if—
(a) his claim for child benefit is accompanied by—

(i) a statement of his national insurance number and information or
evidence establishing that that number has been allocated to him; or

(ii) information or evidence enabling the national insurance number that
has been allocated to him to be ascertained; or

(b) he makes an application for a national insurance number to be allocated to him
which is accompanied by information or evidence enabling such a number to
be so allocated.

(1C) Regulations may make provision disapplying subsection (1A) above in the case of—
(a) prescribed descriptions of persons making claims; or
(b) prescribed descriptions of children [F2or qualifying young persons] in respect

of whom child benefit is claimed,
or in other prescribed circumstances.]

(2) Except where regulations otherwise provide, no person shall be entitled to child benefit
for any week on a claim made by him after that week if child benefit in respect of



2 Social Security Administration Act 1992 (c. 5)
Part I – Claims for and Payments and General Administration of Benefit

Document Generated: 2024-04-20
Changes to legislation: Social Security Administration Act 1992, Cross Heading: Child benefit

is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 20 April 2024. There are changes
that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content
and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

the same child [F3or qualifying young person] has already been paid for that week to
another person, whether or not that other person was entitled to it.

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 13(1A)-(1C) inserted (17.4.2000 for specified purposes, 15.5.2000 in so far as not already in force)

by Welfare Reform and Pensions Act 1999 (c. 30), ss. 69, 89(1); S.I. 2000/1047, art. 2(1)
F2 Words in s. 13(1C) inserted (10.4.2006) by Child Benefit Act 2005 (c. 6), s. 6(2), Sch. 1 para. 20(2)
F3 Words in s. 13(2) inserted (10.4.2006) by Child Benefit Act 2005 (c. 6), s. 6(2), Sch. 1 para. 20(3)

[F413A Election not to receive child benefit

(1) A person (“P”) who is entitled to child benefit in respect of one or more children may
elect for all payments of the benefit to which P is entitled not to be made.

(2) An election may be made only if P reasonably expects that, in the absence of the
election, P or another person would be liable to a high income child benefit charge
in respect of the payments to which the election relates made for weeks in the first
tax year.

(3) An election has effect in relation to payments made for weeks beginning after the
election is made.

(4) But where entitlement to child benefit is backdated, an election may have effect
in relation to payments for weeks beginning in the period of three months ending
immediately before the claim for the benefit was made.

(5) An election may be revoked.

(6) A revocation has effect in relation to payments made for weeks beginning after the
revocation is made.

(7) But if—
(a) P makes an election which results in all payments, in respect of child benefit,

to which P is entitled for one or more weeks in a tax year not being paid, and
(b) had no election been made, neither P nor any other person would have been

liable to a high income child benefit charge in relation to the payments,
P may, no later than two years after the end of the tax year, revoke the election so far
as it relates to the payments.

(8) Subsections (2) to (7) are subject to directions under subsection (9).

(9) The Commissioners for Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs may give directions as
to—

(a) the form of elections and revocations under this section, the manner in which
they are to be made and the time at which they are to be treated as made, and

(b) the circumstances in which, if child benefit is not being paid to a person at
the full rate or the Commissioners are satisfied that there are doubts as to a
person's entitlement to child benefit for a child, an election or revocation is
not to have effect or its effect is to be postponed.

(10) For the purposes of this section—
“child” includes a qualifying young person;
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“first tax year”, in relation to an election, means the tax year in which the
first week beginning after the election is made falls;

“week” means a period of 7 days beginning with a Monday; and a week is
in a tax year if (and only if) the Monday with which it begins is in the tax year.]

Textual Amendments
F4 S. 13A inserted (with effect for the tax year 2012-13 and subsequent tax years) by Finance Act 2012

(c. 14), Sch. 1 para. 3 (with Sch. 1 para. 7)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/14/schedule/1/paragraph/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/14/schedule/1/paragraph/7


4 Social Security Administration Act 1992 (c. 5)
Document Generated: 2024-04-20

Changes to legislation: 
Social Security Administration Act 1992, Cross Heading: Child benefit is up to date with all
changes known to be in force on or before 20 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought
into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced
with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2018/1125 reg. 8 (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. S.I. 2018/1125, reg. 8 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of
Private International Law (Implementation of Agreements) Act 2020 (c. 24), s. 4(3),
Sch. 5 para. 4(4))

– Act modified by S.I. 2019/1302 art. 2 (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk S.I. 2019/1302 revoked (17.12.2020) by The Social Security
(Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway) (Citizens’ Rights Agreement) (Revocation)
Order 2020 (S.I. 2020/1569), arts. 1(2), 2)

– Act modified by S.I. 2019/1303 art. 2 (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. S.I. 2019/1303 revoked (17.12.2020) by The Social Security
(Switzerland) (Citizens’ Rights Agreement) (Revocation) Order 2020 (S.I.
2020/1570), arts. 1(2), 2)
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art. 4(2))

– s. 78A inserted by 2009 c. 24 s. 16(2) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Ss. 16-21 repealed (1.4.2013) by 2012 c. 5, s. 73; S.I. 2012/3090,
art. 2(1)(b))

– s. 121B(1)(aa) inserted by 2007 asp 3 Sch. 5 para. 19(a) (S. 121B repealed by
Finance Act 2008 (c. 9), Sch. 43 para. 14)

– s. 121B(4) words inserted by 2007 asp 3 Sch. 5 para. 19(b) (S. 121B repealed by
Finance Act 2008 (c. 9), Sch. 43 para. 14)

– s. 122F(5) inserted by 2012 c. 5 Sch. 4 para. 12(4)
– s. 122G inserted by 2009 c. 24 s. 18 (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. Ss. 16-21 repealed (1.4.2013) by 2012 c. 5, s. 73; S.I. 2012/3090,
art. 2(1)(b))

– s. 122H inserted by 2009 c. 24 s. 20(3) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Ss. 16-21 repealed (1.4.2013) by 2012 c. 5, s. 73; S.I. 2012/3090,
art. 2(1)(b))

– s. 134(2)-(2B) substituted for s. 134(2) by 2007 c. 5 s. 37
– s. 148AB inserted by 2008 c. 30 Sch. 4 para. 14 (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 4 paras. 13-22 repealed (1.10.2014) without ever being in
force by 2014 c. 19, Sch. 12 para. 96(c); S.I. 2014/2377, art. 2(1)(a)(ii)(3)(c))

– s. 148AB(1)(2) words substituted by 2011 c. 19 Sch. 3 para. 8(2)
– s. 148AB(9) inserted by 2011 c. 19 Sch. 3 para. 8(3)
– s. 151(10)(b)(i)(ii) repealed by 2012 c. 5 Sch. 14 Pt. 1
– s. 160C inserted by 2012 c. 5 Sch. 2 para. 24
– s. 165(1)(b)(viii) and word inserted by 2023 c. 20 Sch. para. 19(2)(b)
– s. 190(1)(ac) inserted by 2009 c. 24 s. 21 (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. Ss. 16-21 repealed (1.4.2013) by 2012 c. 5, s. 73; S.I. 2012/3090,
art. 2(1)(b))

– Sch. 4 Pt. 3 para. 5 word substituted by S.I. 2010/978 art. 2
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