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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 3

THE INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY COMMITTEE

Access to information
3 (1) If the Director-General of the Security Service, the Chief of the Intelligence Service

or the Director of GCHQ is asked by the Committee to disclose any information,
then, as to the whole or any part of the information which is sought, he shall either—

(a) arrange for it to be made available to the Committee subject to and in
accordance with arrangements approved by the Secretary of State; or

(b) inform the Committee that it cannot be disclosed either—
(i) because it is sensitive information (as defined in paragraph 4

below) which, in his opinion, should not be made available under
paragraph (a) above; or

(ii) because the Secretary of State has determined that it should not be
disclosed.

(2) The fact that any particular information is sensitive information shall not prevent its
disclosure under sub-paragraph (1)(a) above if the Director-General, the Chief or the
Director (as the case may require) considers it safe to disclose it.

(3) Information which has not been disclosed to the Committee on the ground specified
in sub-paragraph (1)(b)(i) above shall be disclosed to them if the Secretary of State
considers it desirable in the public interest.

(4) The Secretary of State shall not make a determination under sub-paragraph (1)(b)
(ii) above with respect to any information on the grounds of national security alone
and, subject to that, he shall not make such a determination unless the information
appears to him to be of such a nature that, if he were requested to produce it before a
Departmental Select Committee of the House of Commons, he would think it proper
not to do so.

(5) The disclosure of information to the Committee in accordance with the preceding
provisions of this paragraph shall be regarded for the purposes of the 1989 Act or,
as the case may be, this Act as necessary for the proper discharge of the functions of
the Security Service, the Intelligence Service or, as the case may require, GCHQ.


