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Merchant Shipping Act 1995
1995 CHAPTER 21

PART II

REGISTRATION

Ships on bareboat charter

17 Ships bareboat chartered-in by British charterers.

(1) This section applies to any ship which—
(a) is registered under the law of a country other than the United Kingdom (“the

country of original registration”),
(b) is chartered on bareboat charter terms to a charterer who is a person qualified

to own British ships, and
(c) is so chartered in circumstances where the conditions of entitlement

to registration prescribed under section 9(2)(b), read with the requisite
modifications, are satisfied as respects the charterer and the ship.

(2) The “requisite modifications” of those conditions are the substitution for any
requirement to be satisfied by or as respects the owner of a ship of a corresponding
requirement to be satisfied by or as respects the charterer of the ship.

(3) A ship to which this section applies is entitled to be registered if an application for
registration is duly made, but section 9(3) applies also in relation to registration by
virtue of this section.

(4) The registration of a ship registered by virtue of this section shall remain in force
(unless terminated earlier by virtue of registration regulations and subject to any
suspension thereunder) until the end of the charter period and shall then terminate by
virtue of this subsection.

(5) Section 9(5) does not apply to a ship registered by virtue of this section but registration
regulations shall include provision for securing that the authority responsible for the
registration of ships in the country of original registration is notified of the registration
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of the ship and of the termination of its registration whether by virtue of subsection (4)
above or registration regulations.

(6) Accordingly, throughout the period for which a ship is registered by virtue of this
section—

(a) the ship shall, as a British ship, be entitled to fly the British flag;
(b) this Act shall, subject to subsections (7) and (8) below, apply to the ship as a

British ship or as a registered ship as it applies to other British ships and to
registered ships; and

(c) any other enactment applicable to British ships or ships registered under this
Act shall, subject to subsection (8) below, apply to the ship as a British ship
or as a registered ship.

(7) The private law provisions for registered ships shall not apply to a ship registered by
virtue of this section and any matters or questions corresponding to those for which
the private law provisions for registered ships make provision shall be determined by
reference to the law of the country of original registration.

(8) Her Majesty may, subject to subsection (9) below, by Order in Council, provide that
any enactment falling within subsection (6)(b) or (c) above—

(a) shall not have effect in accordance with that subsection in relation to a ship
registered by virtue of this section, or

(b) shall so have effect subject to such modifications (if any) as may be specified
in the Order.

(9) No provision shall be made by an Order in Council under subsection (8) above which
would have the effect of relaxing the relevant requirements of this Act (as defined in
section 9(8)) in their application to a ship to which this section applies.

(10) An Order in Council under subsection (8) above may make such transitional,
incidental or supplementary provision as appears to Her Majesty to be necessary or
expedient (including provision divesting or providing for the divestment of ownership
in the ship).

(11) In this section—
“bareboat charter terms”, in relation to a ship, means the hiring of the

ship for a stipulated period on terms which give the charterer possession and
control of the ship, including the right to appoint the master and crew; and

“the charter period” means the period during which the ship is chartered
on bareboat charter terms.
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 145(2)(a)(ia) inserted by 2003 c. 44 Sch. 36 para. 13(2)
– s. 145(2)(a)(ia) words substituted by 2015 c. 2 Sch. 11 para. 16(2) (This amendment

not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The insertion of s. 145(2)(a)(ia) by 2003 c. 44, Sch.
36 para. 13 is still prospective.)

– s. 145(2A) inserted by 2003 c. 44 Sch. 36 para. 13(3)
– s. 145(2A) words substituted by 2015 c. 2 Sch. 11 para. 16(3) (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. The insertion of s. 145(2A) by 2003 c. 44, Sch. 36
para. 13 is still prospective.)
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