
Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 (c. 46)
SCHEDULE 8 – Documentary Evidence in Criminal Proceedings
Document Generated: 2024-04-27

1

Changes to legislation: Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995, Paragraph 5 is up to date with all changes known to be in
force on or before 27 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been

made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 8 S

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE IN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS

Statements not contained in business documents
5 (1) In any criminal proceedings, the evidence of an authorised person that—

(a) a document which satisfies the conditions mentioned in paragraph 2(1)(a)
and (b) above does not contain a relevant statement as to a particular matter;
or

(b) no document, within a category of documents satisfying those conditions,
contains such a statement,

shall be admissible evidence whether or not the whole or any part of that document
or of the documents within that category and satisfying those conditions has been
produced in the proceedings.

(2) For the purposes of sub-paragraph (1) above, a relevant statement is a statement
which is of the kind mentioned in paragraph 2(1)(c) above and which, in the ordinary
course of events—

(a) the document; or
(b) a document within the category and satisfying the conditions mentioned in

that sub-paragraph,
might reasonably have been expected to contain.

(3) The evidence referred to in sub-paragraph (1) above may, unless the court otherwise
directs, be given by means of a certificate by the authorised person in the prescribed
form and purporting to be authenticated in such manner as may be prescribed.

(4) In this paragraph, “authorised person” means a person authorised to give evidence—
(a) on behalf of the business or undertaking by which; or
(b) as or on behalf of the office-holder by or on behalf of whom,

the document is or was kept.
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