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Agricultural Tenancies Act 1995
1995 CHAPTER 8

PART IV

MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTAL

Supplemental

37 Crown land.

(1) This Act shall apply in relation to land in which there subsists, or has at any material
time subsisted, a Crown interest as it applies in relation to land in which no such
interest subsists or has ever subsisted.

(2) For the purposes of this Act—
(a) where an interest belongs to Her Majesty in right of the Crown and forms part

of the Crown Estate, the Crown Estate Commissioners shall be treated as the
owner of the interest,

(b) where an interest belongs to Her Majesty in right of the Crown and does
not form part of the Crown Estate, the government department having the
management of the land or, if there is no such department, such person as Her
Majesty may appoint in writing under the Royal Sign Manual shall be treated
as the owner of the interest,

(c) where an interest belongs to Her Majesty in right of the Duchy of Lancaster,
the Chancellor of the Duchy shall be treated as the owner of the interest,

(d) where an interest belongs to a government department or is held in trust for
Her Majesty for the purposes of a government department, that department
shall be treated as the owner of the interest, and

(e) where an interest belongs to the Duchy of Cornwall, such person as the Duke
of Cornwall or the possessor for the time being of the Duchy of Cornwall
appoints shall be treated as the owner of the interest and, in the case where
the interest is that of landlord, may do any act or thing which a landlord is
authorised or required to do under this Act.
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(3) If any question arises as to who is to be treated as the owner of a Crown interest, that
question shall be referred to the Treasury, whose decision shall be final.

(4) In subsections (1) and (3) above “Crown interest” means an interest which belongs to
Her Majesty in right of the Crown or of the Duchy of Lancaster or to the Duchy of
Cornwall, or to a government department, or which is held in trust for Her Majesty
for the purposes of a government department.

(5) Any compensation payable under section 16 of this Act by the Chancellor of the Duchy
of Lancaster may be raised and paid under section 25 of the M1Duchy of Lancaster Act
1817 (application of monies) as an expense incurred in improvement of land belonging
to Her Majesty in right of the Duchy.

(6) In the case of land belonging to the Duchy of Cornwall, the purposes authorised by
section 8 of the M2Duchy of Cornwall Management Act 1863 (application of monies)
for the advancement of parts of such gross sums as are there mentioned shall include
the payment of compensation under section 16 of this Act.

(7) Nothing in subsection (6) above shall be taken as prejudicing the operation of the
M3Duchy of Cornwall Management Act 1982.
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