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Section

CHAPTER 26

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

1. Arrest without warrant for offences of carrying offensive

AN

weapons etc.

Increased penalty for offence of carrying an offensive weapon
without lawful authority or reasonable excuse.

Increased penalty for offence of having article with blade or point
in public place.

Offence of having article with blade or point (or offensive weapon)
on school premises etc.

Meaning of offensive weapon: Scotland

Sale of knives and certain articles with blade or point to persons
under sixteen.
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Offensive Weapons Act 1996

1996 CHAPTER 26

An Act to make provision about persons having knives, other
articles which have a blade or are sharply pointed or offensive
weapons; and about selling knives or such articles to persons
under the age of sixteen years. [4th July 1996]

the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

B E IT ENACTED by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with

1.—(1) In section 24 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984
(arrest without warrant for arrestable offences), in subsection (2), after
paragraph (j) there is inserted—

“(k) an offence under section 1(1) of the Prevention of Crime Act
1953 (prohibition of the carrying of offensive weapons without
lawful authority or reasonable excuse);

() an offence under section 139(1) of the Criminal Justice Act 1988
(offence of having article with blade or point in public place);

(m) an offence under section 139A(1) or (2) of the Criminal Justice
Act 1988 (offence of having article with blade or point (or
offensive weapon) on school premises)”.

(2) In section 50(3) of the Criminal Law (Consolidation) (Scotland)
Act 1995 (arrest without warrant), after “section 49(1)” there is inserted
“or section 49A(1) or (2)”.

2.—(1) In section 1 of the Prevention of Crime Act 1953, in subsection
(1)(b), for “two” there is substituted “four”.

(2) In section 47 of the Criminal Law (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act
1995 (prohibition of the carrying of offensive weapons), in subsection
(1)(b), for “two” there is substituted “four”.

(3) In Article 22 of the Public Order (Northern Ireland) Order 1987
(carrying of offensive weapon in public place), in paragraph (3)(b), for “2”
there is substituted “4”.
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(4) Subsections (1) to (3) above do not apply to offences committed
before this Act comes into force.

3.—(1) In section 139 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988, in subsection
(6), for the words following “shall be liable” there is substituted—

“(a) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding six months, or a fine not exceeding the statutory
maximum, or both;

(b) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding two years, or a fine, or both.”

(2) Subsection (1) above does not apply to an offence committed
before this Act comes into force.

4. —(1) After section 139 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988 (offence of
having article with blade or point in public place) there is inserted—

“Offence of 139A.—(1) Any person who has an article to which
having article  gection 139 of this Act applies with him on school
withbladeor 1y remises shall be guilty of an offence.

point (or

offensive (2) Any person who has an offensive weapon within

weapon) on the meaning of section 1 of the Prevention of Crime Act

school premises. 1953 with him on school premises shall be guilty of an
offence.

(3) It shall be a defence for a person charged with an
offence under subsection (1) or (2) above to prove that he
had good reason or lawful authority for having the article
or weapon with him on the premises in question.

(4) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection
(3) above, it shall be a defence for a person charged with
an offence under subsection (1) or (2) above to prove that
he had the article or weapon in question with him—

(a) for use at work,

(b) for educational purposes,

(c) for religious reasons, or

(d) as part of any national costume.

(5) A person guilty of an offence—
(a) under subsection (1) above shall be liable—

(1) on summary conviction to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six
months, or a fine not exceeding the statutory
maximum, or both;

(i) on conviction on indictment, to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding two
years, or a fine, or both;

(b) under subsection (2) above shall be liable—

(1) on summary conviction, to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six
months, or a fine not exceeding the statutory
maximum, or both;
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(i) on conviction on indictment, to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding four
years, or a fine, or both.

(6) In this section and section 139B, “school premises”
means land used for the purposes of a school excluding
any land occupied solely as a dwelling by a person
employed at the school; and “school” has the meaning
given by section 14(5) of the Further and Higher
Education Act 1992.

(7) In the application of this section to Northern
Ireland—

(a) the reference in subsection (2) above to section 1
of the Prevention of Crime Act 1953 is to be
construed as a reference to Article 22 of the
Public Order (Northern Ireland) Order 1987,
and

(b) the reference in subsection (6) above to section
14(5) of the Further and Higher Education Act
1992 is to be construed as a reference to Article
2(2) of the Education and Libraries (Northern
Ireland) Order 1986.

139B.—(1) A constable may enter school premises and
search those premises and any person on those premises
for— :

(a) any article to which section 139 of this Act
applies, or

(b) any offensive weapon within the meaning of
section 1 of the Prevention of Crime Act 1953,

if he has reasonable grounds for believing that an offence
under section 139A of this Act is being, or has been,
committed.

(2) If in the course of a search under this section a
constable discovers an article or weapon which he has
reasonable grounds for suspecting to be an article or
weapon of a kind described in subsection (1) above, he
may seize and retain it.

(3) The constable may use reasonable force, if
necessary, in the exercise of the power of entry conferred
by this section.

(4) In the application of this section to Northern
Ireland the reference in subsection (1)(b) above to section
1 of the Prevention of Crime Act 1953 is to be construed
as a reference to Article 22 of the Public Order (Northern
Ireland) Order 1987.”

(2) In section 172 of that Act (extent), in subsection (3), for “section
139” there is substituted “sections 139 to 139B”.

(3) After section 49 of the Criminal Law (Consolidation) (Scotland)
Act 1995 (offence of having in public place article with blade or point)
there is inserted—
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49A.—(1) Any person who has an article to which
section 49 of this Act applies with him on school premises
shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) Any person who has an offensive weapon within
the meaning of section 47 of this Act with him on school
premises shall be guilty of an offence.

(3) It shall be a defence for a person charged with an
offence under subsection (1) or (2) above to prove that he
had good reason or lawful authority for having the article
or weapon with him on the premises in question.

(4) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection
(3) above, it shall be a defence for a person charged with
an offence under subsection (1) or (2) above to prove that
he had the article or weapon in question with him—

(a) for use at work,

(b) for educational purposes,

(c) for religious reasons, or

(d) as part of any national costume.

(5) A person guilty of an offence—
(a) under subsection (1) above shall be liable—

(1) on summary conviction to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six
months, or a fine not exceeding the statutory
maximum or both;

(i) on conviction on indictment, to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding two
years, or a fine, or both;

(b) under subsection (2) above shall be liable—

(i) on summary conviction, to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six
months, or a fine not exceeding the statutory
maximum, or both;

(ii) on conviction on indictment, to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding four
years, or a fine, or both.

(6) In this section and section 49B of this Act, “school
premises” means land used for the purposes of a school
excluding any land occupied solely as a dwelling by a
person employed at the school; and “school” has the
meaning given by section 135(1) of the Education
(Scotland) Act 1980.

49B.—(1) A constable may enter school premises and
search those premises and any person on those premises
for—

(a) any article to which section 49 of this Act
applies, or

(b) any offensive weapon within the meaning of
section 47 of this Act,

if he has reasonable grounds for suspecting that an
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offence under section 49A of this Actis being, or has been,
committed.

(2) If in the course of a search under this section a
constable discovers an article or weapon which he has
reasonable grounds for believing to be an article or
weapon of a kind described in subsection (1) above, he
may seize it.

(3) The constable may use reasonable force, if
necessary, in the exercise of the power of entry conferred
by this section.”

(4) Subsections (1) to (3) above shall come into force on such day as the
Secretary of State may by order made by statutory instrument appoint.

5. In section 47 of the Criminal Law (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act
1995 (offence to have offensive weapon), at the end of subsection (4) there
is inserted “or by some other person”.

6.—(1) After section 141 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988 (offensive
weapons) there is inserted—

“Sale of knives
and certain
articles with
blade or point to
persons under
sixteen.

141A.—(1) Any person who sells to a person under the
age of sixteen years an article to which this section applies
shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary
conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six
months, or a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard
scale, or both.

(2) Subject to subsection (3) below, this section
applies to—

(a) any knife, knife blade or razor blade,
(b) any axe, and

(c) any other article which has a blade or which is
sharply pointed and which is made or adapted
for use for causing injury to the person.

(3) This section does not apply to any article
described in—

(a) section 1 of the Restriction of Offensive
Weapons Act 1959,

(b) an order made under section 141(2) of this Act,
or

(c) an order made by the Secretary of State under
this section.

(4) It shall be a defence for a person charged with an
offence under subsection (1) above to prove that he took
all reasonable precautions and exercised all due diligence
to avoid the commission of the offence.

(5) The power to make an order under this section shall
be exercisable by statutory instrument which shall be
subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of
either House of Parliament.”
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(2) Insection 172 of that Act (extent) in subsection (2), for “and 142”
there is substituted “141A and 142”.

(3) Subsections (1) and (2) above shall come into force on such day as
the Secretary of State may by order made by statutory instrument
appoint.

7.—(1) This Act may be cited as the Offensive Weapons Act 1996.

(2) Sections 2(3) and (4), 3 and 4(1), (2) and (4) and this section extend
to Northern Ireland.

© Crown copyright 1996

PRINTED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM BY MIKE LYNN
Controller and Chief Executive of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office
and Queen’s Printer of Acts of Parliament












HMSO publications are available from:

HMSO Publications Centre

(Malil, fax and telephone orders only)

PO Box 276, London SW8 SDT

Telephone orders 0171 873 9090

General enquiries 0171 873 0011

(queuing system in operation for both numbers)
Fax orders 0171 873 8200

HMSO publications are available from:

HMSO Bookshops

49 High Holborn, London WC1V 6HB
(counter service only)

0171 873 0011 Fax 0171 831 1326

68-69 Bull Street, Birmingham B4 6AD
0121 236 9696 Fax 0121 236 9699

33 Wine Street, Bristol BS1 2BQ

0117 926 4306 Fax 0117 929 4515

9-21 Princess Street, Manchester M60 8AS
0161 834 7201 Fax 0161 833 0634

16 Arthur Street, Belfast BT1 4GD

01232 238451 Fax 01232 235401

71 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH3 9AZ
0131 479 3141 Fax 0131 479 3142

The HMSO Oriel Bookshop, The Friary,
Cardiff CF1 4AA, 01222 395548 Fax 01222 384347

The Parliamentary Bookshop

12 Bridge Street, Parliament Square,
London SW1A 2JX ‘
Telephone orders 0171 219 3890
General enquiries 0171 219 3890

Fax orders 0171 219 3866

HMSO’s Accredited Agents
(see Yellow Pages)

and through good booksellers

LONDON: HMSO

SBN 0-10-542696-2

1
9ll7801 05 426967I




 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     Range: all pages
     Trim: fix size 8.268 x 11.693 inches / 210.0 x 297.0 mm
     Shift: none
     Normalise (advanced option): 'original'
      

        
     32
            
       D:20081121084111
       841.8898
       a4
       Blank
       595.2756
          

     Tall
     1
     0
     No
     478
     175
     None
     Up
     0.0000
     0.0000
            
                
         Both
         AllDoc
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     Uniform
     600.9449
     Right
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.1b
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     0
     12
     11
     12
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 0.00, 447.40 Width 590.31 Height 391.64 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 271.57, 135.80 Width 321.60 Height 310.16 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 201.53, 2.88 Width 254.42 Height 132.93 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -2.86, -2.84 Width 77.18 Height 448.81 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 74.25, 2.64 Width 128.25 Height 51.00 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
    
            
                
         Both
         20
         CurrentPage
         81
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     0 447.3959 590.3114 391.6352 271.5718 135.803 321.5982 310.1636 201.5349 2.8757 254.4199 132.9273 -2.8587 -2.8416 77.1836 448.8082 74.2503 2.6366 128.2505 51.0002 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.1b
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     11
     12
     11
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



