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Family Law Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 27

PART IV

FAMILY HOMES AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Jurisdiction and procedure etc.

57 Jurisdiction of courts

(1) For the purposes of this Part“the court” means the High Court, a county court or a
magistrates' court.

(2) Subsection (1) is subject to the provision made by or under the following provisions
of this section, to section 59 and to any express provision as to the jurisdiction of any
court made by any other provision of this Part.

(3) The Lord Chancellor may by order specify proceedings under this Part which may
only be commenced in—

(a) a specified level of court;
(b) a court which falls within a specified class of court; or
(c) a particular court determined in accordance with, or specified in, the order.

(4) The Lord Chancellor may by order specify circumstances in which specified
proceedings under this Part may only be commenced in—

(a) a specified level of court;
(b) a court which falls within a specified class of court; or
(c) a particular court determined in accordance with, or specified in, the order.

(5) The Lord Chancellor may by order provide that in specified circumstances the whole,
or any specified part of any specified proceedings under this Part is to be transferred
to—

(a) a specified level of court;
(b) a court which falls within a specified class of court; or



2 Family Law Act 1996 (c. 27)
Part IV – Family Homes and Domestic Violence

Document Generated: 2023-06-11
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

(c) a particular court determined in accordance with, or specified in, the order.

(6) An order under subsection (5) may provide for the transfer to be made at any stage,
or specified stage, of the proceedings and whether or not the proceedings, or any part
of them, have already been transferred.

(7) An order under subsection (5) may make such provision as the Lord Chancellor thinks
appropriate for excluding specified proceedings from the operation of section 38
or 39 of the Matrimonial and Family Proceedings Act 1984 (transfer of family
proceedings) or any other enactment which would otherwise govern the transfer of
those proceedings, or any part of them.

(8) For the purposes of subsections (3), (4) and (5), there are three levels of court—
(a) the High Court;
(b) any county court; and
(c) any magistrates' court.

(9) The Lord Chancellor may by order make provision for the principal registry of the
Family Division of the High Court to be treated as if it were a county court for specified
purposes of this Part, or of any provision made under this Part.

(10) Any order under subsection (9) may make such provision as the Lord Chancellor
thinks expedient for the purpose of applying (with or without modifications)
provisions which apply in relation to the procedure in county courts to the principal
registry when it acts as if it were a county court.

(11) In this section“specified” means specified by an order under this section.


