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Defamation Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 31

Offer to make amends

2 Offer to make amends.

(1) A person who has published a statement alleged to be defamatory of another may offer
to make amends under this section.

(2) The offer may be in relation to the statement generally or in relation to a specific
defamatory meaning which the person making the offer accepts that the statement
conveys (“a qualified offer”).

(3) An offer to make amends—
(a) must be in writing,
(b) must be expressed to be an offer to make amends under section 2 of the

Defamation Act 1996, and
(c) must state whether it is a qualified offer and, if so, set out the defamatory

meaning in relation to which it is made.

(4) An offer to make amends under this section is an offer—
(a) to make a suitable correction of the statement complained of and a sufficient

apology to the aggrieved party,
(b) to publish the correction and apology in a manner that is reasonable and

practicable in the circumstances, and
(c) to pay to the aggrieved party such compensation (if any), and such costs, as

may be agreed or determined to be payable.

The fact that the offer is accompanied by an offer to take specific steps does not affect
the fact that an offer to make amends under this section is an offer to do all the things
mentioned in paragraphs (a) to (c).

(5) An offer to make amends under this section may not be made by a person after serving
a defence in defamation proceedings brought against him by the aggrieved party in
respect of the publication in question.
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(6) An offer to make amends under this section may be withdrawn before it is accepted;
and a renewal of an offer which has been withdrawn shall be treated as a new offer.
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