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Housing Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 52

An Act to make provision about housing, including provision about the social
rented sector, houses in multiple occupation, landlord and tenant matters, the
administration of housing benefit, the conduct of tenants, the allocation of housing
accommodation by local housing authorities and homelessness; and for connected
purposes. [24th July 1996]

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

Extent Information
E1 Act extends to E.W. only with the exceptions mentioned in s. 231(2)(3); and any amendment or

repeal of an enactment has the same extent as the enactment amended or repealed with the exceptions
mentioned in s. 231(4)(a)-(d)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Act (except Pt. IV and ss. 186, 187, 221(5)): powers transferred (1.7.1999) by virtue of S.I. 1999/672,

art. 2, Sch.1
Act: power to modify conferred (E.W.S) (2.4.2001) by 2000 c. 39, s. 7(2); S.I. 2001/766, art. 2(1)(a)

C2 Act modified (E.W) (28.11.2008) by The Local Government (Structural Changes) (Transitional
Arrangements) (No.2) Regulations 2008 (S.I. 2008/2867), reg. 12(1)(a)(i) (with reg. 1(2))

C3 Act: transfer of functions (E.W.) (1.12.2008 for specified purposes) by The Transfer of Housing
Corporation Functions (Modifications and Transitional Provisions) Order 2008 (S.I. 2008/2839), arts.
1(1), 2

C4 Act modified (E.W.) (26.11.2018) by The Local Government (Boundary Changes) Regulations 2018
(S.I. 2018/1128), reg. 18(2)(a) (with reg. 1(2)(3))

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/672
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/672/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/672/schedule/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/39
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/39/section/7/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/766
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/766/article/2/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/2867
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/2867
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/2867/regulation/12/1/a/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/2867/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/2839
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/2839
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/2839/article/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/2839/article/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/2839/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1128
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1128
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1128/regulation/18/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1128/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1128/regulation/1/3


2 Housing Act 1996 (c. 52)
Document Generated: 2024-04-24

Changes to legislation: 
Housing Act 1996, Introductory Text is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 24 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act savings and transitional provisions for amendments by S.I. 2022/1166 by S.I.

2022/1172 Regulations
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 124(1A) inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 20(2)
– s. 124(6) inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 20(6)
– s. 124A124B inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 21
– s. 125A(3A)(3B) inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 22(3)
– s. 130A inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 8 para. 7
– s. 133(1A) inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 8 para. 9(2)
– s. 143J(3A) inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 8 para. 13(2)
– s. 143J(7)(a) words omitted by S.I. 2022/1166 reg. 25(11)(b) (This amendment

comes into force immediately after 2016 c. 22, s. 120 and Sch. 8 para. 13(3) come
into force)

– s. 143GA143GB inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 8 para. 10
– s. 143MA(3A)-(3D) inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 27(3)
– s. 143MB inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 28
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