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Broadcasting Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 55

PART III

AMENDMENTS OF THE BROADCASTING ACT 1990

Miscellaneous amendments relating to television broadcasting

85 Restricted television services.

After section 42 of the 1990 Act there is inserted—

“CHAPTER IIA

RESTRICTED SERVICES

42A  Restricted services.

In this Part “restricted service” means a service which—
(a) consists in the broadcasting of television programmes for a particular

establishment or other defined location, or a particular event, in the
United Kingdom, and

(b) is provided on a frequency or frequencies assigned to the Commission
under section 65.

42B  Licensing etc. of restricted services.

(1) An application for a licence to provide a restricted service shall be made in such
manner as the Commission may determine, and shall be accompanied by such
fee (if any) as the Commission may determine.
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(2) Subject to subsections (3) and (4), sections 40 to 42 shall apply in relation to
such a licence as they apply in relation to a licence to provide a Channel 3
service.

(3) In its application to a licence to provide a restricted service, section 41 shall
have effect with the omission of subsection (2); and the maximum amount
which the holder of such a licence may be required to pay by way of a financial
penalty imposed in pursuance of subsection (1)(a) of that section shall not
exceed whichever is the greater of—

(a) £50,000, and
(b) the amount determined under subsection (4).

(4) The amount referred to in subsection (3)(b) is—
(a) in a case where a penalty under section 41(1)(a) has not previously

been imposed on the holder of the licence during any period for which
his licence has been in force (“the relevant period”), 3 per cent. of
the qualifying revenue for his last complete accounting period (as
determined in accordance with section 19(2) to (6)); and

(b) in any other case, 5 per cent. of the qualifying revenue for that
accounting period (as so determined);

and in relation to a person whose first complete accounting period falling within
the relevant period has not yet ended, paragraphs (a) and (b) above shall be
construed as referring to 3, or (as the case may be) 5, per cent. of the amount
which the Commission estimate to be the qualifying revenue for that accounting
period (as so determined).”

86 Award of certain licences subject to conditions.

(1) After section 17 of the 1990 Act there is inserted—

“17A  Award of Channel 3 licence subject to conditions.

(1) The Commission may, when awarding a Channel 3 licence to any person,
make the grant of the licence to him conditional on his compliance before the
grant with such specified requirements relating to the financing of the service
as appear to them to be appropriate, having regard to—

(a) any duties which are or may be imposed on them, or on the licence
holder, by or under this Act, and

(b) any information provided to them under section 15(3)(g) by the
person to whom the licence is awarded as to his projected financial
position during the period for which the licence would be in force.

(2) Where the Commission determine that any condition imposed by them in
relation to a Channel 3 licence in pursuance of subsection (1) has not been
satisfied, section 17 shall (subject to subsection (3)) have effect as if the person
to whom the licence was awarded had not made an application for it.

(3) Section 17 shall not so have effect if the Commission decide that it would be
desirable to publish a fresh notice under section 15(1) in respect of the grant
of the licence.”
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(2) In section 51 of the 1990 Act (procedure to be followed by Commission in connection
with consideration of applications for, and awarding of, licences to provide additional
services), in subsection (3)—

(a) for “section 17” there is substituted “ sections 17 and 17A ”, and
(b) for “it applies” there is substituted “ they apply ”.
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