
Changes to legislation: Education Act 1996, Cross Heading: Agreed syllabuses is up to date with all changes known to be in
force on or before 06 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been

made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Education Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 56

PART V

THE CURRICULUM

CHAPTER III

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND WORSHIP

Agreed syllabuses

375 Agreed syllabuses of religious education.

(1) Subject to the provisions of Schedule 31, any agreed syllabus in force immediately
before the commencement of this Act shall continue to have effect.

(2) In this Act “agreed syllabus” means a syllabus of religious education—
(a) prepared before the commencement of this Act in accordance with Schedule 5

to the M1Education Act 1944 or after commencement in accordance with
Schedule 31, and

(b) adopted by a [F1local authority] under that Schedule,
whether it is for use in all the schools maintained by them or for use in particular such
schools or in relation to any particular class or description of pupils in such schools.

(3) Every agreed syllabus shall reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain
are in the main Christian whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of the
other principal religions represented in Great Britain.

(4) Any reference in this Act to an agreed syllabus adopted by a [F1local authority] includes
a reference to an agreed syllabus deemed to be adopted by such an authority by
virtue of paragraph 11 of Schedule 5 to the M2Education Act 1944 or paragraph 14
of Schedule 31; and accordingly, in relation to an agreed syllabus deemed to be so
adopted, any reference to the date on which an agreed syllabus was adopted is a
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reference to the date of deemed adoption specified by the Secretary of State in a
direction under that paragraph.

(5) Subsection (3) does not apply to any agreed syllabus adopted before 29th September
1988.
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para. 7(4)(5))
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 13(2)(ba) substituted for s. 13(2)(aa)(b) by 2022 asc 1 Sch. 4 para. 8(2)
– s. 15A(3A) inserted by 2022 asc 1 Sch. 4 para. 8(3)
– s. 15B(3)(c) inserted by 2022 asc 1 Sch. 4 para. 8(4)
– s. 17A functions made exercisable concurrently by S.I. 2014/1012 art. 12(1)Sch. 2

para. 3
– s. 17A functions made exercisable concurrently by S.I. 2014/863 Sch. 2 para. 4
– s. 17A functions made exercisable concurrently by S.I. 2014/865 Sch. 2 para. 3
– s. 17A functions made exercisable concurrently by S.I. 2016/653 Sch. 3 para. 3
– s. 17A-17D inserted by 2009 c. 22 s. 45
– s. 17B-17D applied by 2009 c. 22 s. 86(8)
– s. 457(4)(i)-(iia) repealed by 2012 c. 5 Sch. 14 Pt. 1
– s. 457(4)(iii) words repealed by 2012 c. 5 Sch. 14 Pt. 1
– s. 508(4) inserted by 2022 asc 1 Sch. 4 para. 8(7)
– s. 537AA inserted by 2008 c. 25 Sch. 1 para. 8
– s. 548(7A)(7B) inserted by 2008 c. 25 Sch. 1 para. 9(5)
– s. 578(1) words repealed by 2005 c. 18 Sch. 19 Pt. 1
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