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Education Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 56

PART V

THE CURRICULUM

CHAPTER IV

MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS

Sex education

405 Exemption from sex education.

[F1(1)] If the parent of any pupil in attendance at a maintained school requests that he may be
wholly or partly excused from receiving sex education at the school, the pupil shall,
except so far as such education is comprised in the National Curriculum, be so excused
accordingly until the request is withdrawn.

[F2(2) In subsection (1) the reference to sex education does not include sex education
provided at a maintained school in England as part of statutory relationships and sex
education.

(3) If the parent of any pupil in attendance at a maintained school in England requests
that the pupil may be wholly or partly excused from sex education provided as part
of statutory relationships and sex education, the pupil must be so excused until the
request is withdrawn, unless or to the extent that the head teacher considers that the
pupil should not be so excused.

(4) In this section “statutory relationships and sex education” means education required to
be provided at a school in England under section 80(1)(d) of the Education Act 2002.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 S. 405(1): s. 405 renumbered as s. 405(1) (E.) (1.9.2020) by The Relationships Education,

Relationships and Sex Education and Health Education (England) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/924),
reg. 1(2), Sch. para. 4(2)

F2 S. 405(2)-(4) inserted (E.) (1.9.2020) by The Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex
Education and Health Education (England) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/924), reg. 1(2), Sch. para.
4(3)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 405 applied (with modifications) (E.) (1.9.2005) by The Education (Pupil Referral Units)

(Application of Enactments) (England) Regulations 2005 (S.I. 2005/2039), reg. 1(1), Sch. 1 para. 2
C2 S. 405 applied (with modifications) (W.) (23.4.2007) by The Education (Pupil Referral Units)

(Application of Enactments) (Wales) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/1069), reg. 1(1), Sch. 1 para. 2
C3 S. 405 applied (with modifications) (E.) (1.2.2008) by The Education (Pupil Referral Units)

(Application of Enactments) (England) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/2979), reg. 1(1), Sch. 1 para. 4
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 13(2)(ba) substituted for s. 13(2)(aa)(b) by 2022 asc 1 Sch. 4 para. 8(2)
– s. 15A(3A) inserted by 2022 asc 1 Sch. 4 para. 8(3)
– s. 15B(3)(c) inserted by 2022 asc 1 Sch. 4 para. 8(4)
– s. 17A functions made exercisable concurrently by S.I. 2014/1012 art. 12(1)Sch. 2

para. 3
– s. 17A functions made exercisable concurrently by S.I. 2014/863 Sch. 2 para. 4
– s. 17A functions made exercisable concurrently by S.I. 2014/865 Sch. 2 para. 3
– s. 17A functions made exercisable concurrently by S.I. 2016/653 Sch. 3 para. 3
– s. 17A-17D inserted by 2009 c. 22 s. 45
– s. 17B-17D applied by 2009 c. 22 s. 86(8)
– s. 457(4)(i)-(iia) repealed by 2012 c. 5 Sch. 14 Pt. 1
– s. 457(4)(iii) words repealed by 2012 c. 5 Sch. 14 Pt. 1
– s. 508(4) inserted by 2022 asc 1 Sch. 4 para. 8(7)
– s. 537AA inserted by 2008 c. 25 Sch. 1 para. 8
– s. 548(7A)(7B) inserted by 2008 c. 25 Sch. 1 para. 9(5)
– s. 578(1) words repealed by 2005 c. 18 Sch. 19 Pt. 1
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