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Education Act 1997

1997 CHAPTER 44

An Act to amend the law relating to education in schools and further education in
England and Wales; to make provision for the supervision of the awarding of external
academic and vocational qualifications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland; and for
connected purposes. [21st March 1997]

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

Extent Information
E1  For the extent of this Act, see s. 58(5)-(7); amendments and repeals of enactments extending to S. and
N.IL are co-extensive with those enactments.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)

C1  Act: functions transferred (1.7.1999) in relation to specified provisions by S.I. 1999/672, art. 2, Sch.1
Act applied (E.-W.) (1.6.2001) by S.I. 2001/1507, reg. 2, Sch. 2 para. 2

C2  Actapplied (1.4.2005) by Central Sussex College (Government) Regulations 2005 (S.1. 2005/397),
Sch. 2 para. 2

C3  Actmodified (7.4.2005) by Education Act 2005 (c. 18), s. 96(2)

C4  Education Acts modified (temp.) (1.4.2007) by Education and Inspections Act 2006 (c. 40), s. 188(3),
Sch. 6 para. 3(3); S.I. 2007/935, art. 5(bb)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):

- s. 24(2)(ga) inserted by 2008 c. 25 s. 161(3)(b) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. S. 161(3)(4)(11)-(13) repealed (1.4.2010 for E., 1.11.2010 for W.)
without ever being in force by 2009 c. 22, Sch. 16 Pt. 4; S.I. 2010/1151, art. 2, Sch.
1; S.1. 2010/2413, art. 2)

= s. 24(2B)-(2D) inserted by 2008 c. 25 s. 9 (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. S. 9 repealed (31.5.2013) without ever being in force by 2009 c.
22 Sch. 16 Pt. 4; S.I. 2013/975, art. 2(c))

- s. 26A(1)(1A) substituted for s. 26A(1) by 2008 c. 25 s. 161(11) (This amendment
not applied to legislation.gov.uk. S. 161(3)(4)(11)-(13) repealed (1.4.2010 for E.,
1.11.2010 for W.) without ever being in force by 2009 c. 22, Sch. 16 Pt. 4; S.I.
2010/1151, art. 2, Sch. 1; S.I. 2010/2413, art. 2)

= s. 26A(4)(5) inserted by 2008 c. 25 s. 161(13) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. S. 161(3)(4)(11)-(13) repealed (1.4.2010 for E., 1.11.2010 for W.)
without ever being in force by 2009 c. 22, Sch. 16 Pt. 4; S.I. 2010/1151, art. 2, Sch.
1; S.1.2010/2413, art. 2)

- s. 38(2B) inserted by 2022 asc 1 Sch. 4 para. 9(3)(b)

- s. 39(1)(b)(c) substituted for s. 39(1)(b) by 2022 asc 1 Sch. 4 para. 9(4)(b)

= s. 43(2ZA)(2ZB) inserted by 2009 c. 22 s. 250(2) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. S. 250 omitted (1.9.2012) by virtue of 2011 c. 21, s. 29(9)(d); S.I.
2012/1087, art. 3)
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