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Greater London Authority Act 1999
1999 CHAPTER 29

PART I

THE GREATER LONDON AUTHORITY

Ordinary elections

3 Time of ordinary elections.

(1) The poll at the first ordinary election shall be held on 4th May 2000 or such later date
as the Secretary of State may by order provide.

(2) The poll at each subsequent ordinary election shall be held on the first Thursday in
May in the fourth calendar year following that in which the previous ordinary election
was held.

(3) Subsection (2) above is subject to any order made by virtue of section 37(2) F1... of
the Representation of the M1People Act 1983 (power by order to fix a day other than
the first Thursday in May).

(4) As respects the first ordinary election, the Secretary of State may by order make
provision—

(a) modifying section 2(8) above in relation to the Mayor and Assembly members
returned at that election;

(b) for the returning officer at the election of the Mayor and the election of the
London members to be a person, or a person of a description, designated in the
order (instead of the person specified in section 35(2C) of the Representation
of the M2People Act 1983);

(c) for and in connection with modifying the entitlement to vote or the registration
of electors, or with respect to the registers (or parts of registers) of electors
to be used;

(d) for or in connection with enabling electors to vote in the poll at such polling
stations or other places as may be prescribed, at such times as may be
prescribed, on such one or more days preceding the date specified in or
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provided under subsection (1) above for the poll as may be specified in the
order.

(5) The provision that may be made by an order under paragraph (d) of subsection (4)
above includes provision for such enactments or statutory instruments as may be
specified in the order to have effect with such modifications as may be so specified.

(6) In this section prescribed means specified in, or determined in accordance with, an
order under this section.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 3(3) repealed (31.12.2020) by The European Parliamentary Elections Etc. (Repeal,

Revocation, Amendment and Saving Provisions) (United Kingdom and Gibraltar) (EU Exit)
Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/1310), reg. 1, Sch. 1 Pt. 1 (as amended by S.I. 2019/1389, regs. 1, 2(2))

Commencement Information
I1 S. 3 wholly in force at 14.12.1999: by virtue of s. 425(2) the Act is in force at Royal Assent in regard

to the powers of a Minister of the Crown to make regulations or an order; s. 3 in force at 14.12.1999
insofar as not already in force by S.I. 1999/3376, art. 2

Marginal Citations
M1 1983 c. 2.
M2 1983 c. 2.

4 Voting at ordinary elections.

(1) Each person entitled to vote as an elector at an ordinary election shall have the
following votes—

(a) one vote F2... which may be given for a candidate to be the Mayor;
(b) one vote (referred to in this Part as a constituency vote) which may be given

for a candidate to be the Assembly member for the Assembly constituency;
and

(c) one vote (referred to in this Part as a London vote) which may be given in
accordance with subsection (5) below.

(2) The Mayor shall be returned under the simple majority systemF3... .
F4(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(4) The Assembly member for an Assembly constituency shall be returned under the
simple majority system.

(5) A London vote may be given for—
(a) a registered political party which has submitted a list of candidates to be

London members; or
(b) an individual who is a candidate to be a London member.

(6) The London members shall be returned in accordance with Part II of Schedule 2 to
this Act.

(7) The persons who are to be returned as—
(a) the Mayor, and
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(b) the constituency members,
must be determined before it is determined who are to be returned as the London
members.

(8) But if the poll at the election of an Assembly member for an Assembly constituency
is countermanded or abandoned for any reason, the persons who are to be returned as
the London members shall be determined without regard to the determination of the
Assembly member for that Assembly constituency.

(9) At an ordinary election, a person may not be a candidate to be the Assembly member
for more than one Assembly constituency.

(10) If the person who is returned as the Mayor is also returned as an Assembly member
for an Assembly constituency, a vacancy shall arise in the Assembly constituency.

(11) In this Part registered political party means [F5a party registered under Part II of the
Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000].

Textual Amendments
F2 Words in s. 4(1)(a) omitted (26.10.2022) by virtue of Elections Act 2022 (c. 37), ss. 13(2)(a), 67(1);

S.I. 2022/1093, reg. 2 (with reg. 3)
F3 Words in s. 4(2) omitted (26.10.2022) by virtue of Elections Act 2022 (c. 37), ss. 13(2)(b), 67(1); S.I.

2022/1093, reg. 2 (with reg. 3)
F4 S. 4(3) omitted (26.10.2022) by virtue of Elections Act 2022 (c. 37), ss. 13(2)(c), 67(1); S.I.

2022/1093, reg. 2 (with reg. 3)
F5 Words in s. 4(11) substituted (16.2.2001) by 2000 c. 41, s. 158(1), Sch. 21 para. 15 (with s. 156(6));

S.I. 2001/222, art. 2, Sch. 1 Pt. I (subject to transitional provisions in Sch. 1 Pt. II)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 4(5)(a) applied (14.12.1999) by 1983 c. 2, s. 203(1B) (as inserted (14.12.1999) by 1999 c. 29, s. 17,

Sch. 3 paras. 1, 39(5) (with Sch. 12 para. 9(1)); S.I. 1999/3376, art. 2)
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