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Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
1999 CHAPTER 33

PART V

IMMIGRATION ADVISERS AND IMMIGRATION SERVICE PROVIDERS

The Immigration Services Commissioner

83 The Commissioner.

(1) There is to be an Immigration Services Commissioner (referred to in this Part as “the
Commissioner”).

(2) The Commissioner is to be appointed by the Secretary of State after consulting the
Lord Chancellor[F1, the Department of Justice in Northern Ireland] and the Scottish
Ministers.

(3) It is to be the general duty of the Commissioner to promote good practice by those
who provide immigration advice or immigration services.

(4) In addition to any other functions conferred on him by this Part, the Commissioner is
to have the regulatory functions set out in Part I of Schedule 5.

(5) The Commissioner must exercise his functions so as to secure, so far as is reasonably
practicable, that those who provide immigration advice or immigration services—

(a) are fit and competent to do so;
(b) act in the best interests of their clients;
(c) do not knowingly mislead any court, tribunal or adjudicator in the United

Kingdom;
(d) do not seek to abuse any procedure operating in the United Kingdom in

connection with immigration or asylum (including any appellate or other
judicial procedure);

(e) do not advise any person to do something which would amount to such an
abuse.
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(6) The Commissioner—
(a) must arrange for the publication, in such form and manner and to such extent

as he considers appropriate, of information about his functions and about
matters falling within the scope of his functions; and

(b) may give advice about his functions and about such matters.

[F2(6A) The duties imposed on the Commissioner by subsections (3) and (5) apply in relation
to persons within section 84(2)(ba) only to the extent that those duties have effect in
relation to the Commissioner's functions under section 92 or 92A.]

(7) Part II of Schedule 5 makes further provision with respect to the Commissioner.
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