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ELIZABETH 11 c. 13

Royal Parks (Trading) Act 2000

2000 CHAPTER 13

An Act to make provision about certain offences under section 2
of the Parks Regulation (Amendment) Act 1926.
[20th July 2000]

the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

B E IT ENACTED by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with

1.—(1) Regulations under section 2 of the Parks Regulation Park trading
(Amendment) Act 1926 may designate specified provisions of the offence.
regulations as park trading regulations. 1926 c. 36.

(2) An offence under that section which is committed by failing to
comply with or acting in contravention of a park trading regulation is a
park trading offence for the purposes of this Act.

2. Section 2 of the Parks Regulation (Amendment) Act 1926 Maximum
(regulations) shall have effect in relation to a park trading offence as if for penalty.
“level 1 on the standard scale” there were substituted “level 3 on the
standard scale”.

3.—(1) Where a park trading offence committed by a body corporate Offence by body
is pI‘OVCd— corporate.

(a) to have been committed with the consent or connivance of an
officer, or

(b) to be attributable to any neglect on the part of an officer,

he as well as the body corporate is guilty of the offence and liable to be
proceeded against and punished accordingly.

(2) For the purposes of this section the following are officers of a body
corporate—

(a) a director,
(b) a manager,
(c) a secretary,
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(d) another similar officer,

(e) a person purporting to act in any of the capacities listed in
paragraphs (a) to (d).

Seizure of 4.—(1) A park constable who reasonably suspects that a person has
property. committed a park trading offence may, subject to subsection (2), seize
anything of a non-perishable nature which—

(a) the person has in his possession or under his control, and
(b) the constable reasonably believes to have been used in the
commission of the offence.

(2) A park constable may exercise the power conferred by subsection
(1) only in the park where he has jurisdiction.

(3) In this section “park constable” has the meaning given by section

1872 c. 15. 3 of the Parks Regulation Act 1872.
Retention and 5.—(1) The Secretary of State may retain anything which has been
disposal. seized under section 4 until the end of the period of 28 days beginning with

the date of the seizure.
(2) Subsection (3) applies where before the end of that period an
information for a park trading offence is laid—
(a) against the person from whom the thing was seized, and
(b) in respect of his activities at the time of the seizure.

(3) Where this subsection applies—

(a) the Secretary of State may retain the thing seized until the
conclusion of proceedings relating to the offence (including any
appeal), and

(b) if an award is made of costs to be paid by the accused to the
Secretary of State, the Secretary of State may retain the thing
seized until the costs have been paid.

(4) Subsection (3) has effect subject to any order for forfeiture under
section 6.

(5) If the Secretary of State has retained a thing in reliance on
subsection (3)(b) for the period of 28 days beginning with the date of the
conclusion of proceedings relating to the offence (including any appeal)—

(a) he may sell it for the best price which he can reasonably obtain
and apply the proceeds in discharge of the award of costs, and

(b) if he does so, he shall pay any balance to the person whom he
believes to have owned the thing immediately before the sale.

(6) Where the Secretary of State ceases to be entitled to retain a thing
under this section he shall, subject to any order for forfeiture under
section 6, return it to the person whom he believes to be its owner.

(7) If the Secretary of State cannot after reasonable inquiry identify a
person for the purposes of subsection (5)(b) or (6)—
(a) he shall apply to a magistrates’ court for directions, and

(b) the court shall make an order about the treatment of the thing
or the balance of its price.
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6.—(1) A court which convicts a person of a park trading offence may Forfeiture.

order anything to which subsection (2) applies to be forfeited and dealt
with in a manner specified in the order.

(2) This subsection applies to anything which—
(a) was seized under section 4,
(b) is retained by the Secretary of State under section 5, and

(c) the court believes to have been used in the commission of the
offence.

(3) Before making an order for the forfeiture of a thing a court shall—

(a) permit anyone who claims to be its owner or to have an interest
in it to make representations, and

(b) consider its value and the likely consequences of forfeiture.

7. This Act shall not extend to Scotland or Northern Ireland. Extent.

8. This Act may be cited as the Royal Parks (Trading) Act 2000. Short title.
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