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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part IV: Enforcement

Section 54: Failure to comply with notice

187. This section provides sanctions for an authority’s failure to comply with a decision
notice, information notice, or enforcement notice. Failure, in respect of information
notices, includes knowingly or recklessly making false statements. The Commissioner
may certify failure to the court. The court may inquire into the matter and, after hearing
witnesses or any statement on behalf of the public authority, deal with the authority as
if it had committed a contempt of court. In this section, the court means the High Court
in England and Wales or Northern Ireland or the Court of Session in Scotland.
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