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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 11

APPROVAL, IMPOSITION AND MODIFICATION OF NETWORKING ARRANGEMENTS

[F1Enforcement of information provisions

Textual Amendments
F1 Sch. 11 para. 6A inserted (31.12.2020) by The Competition (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations

2019 (S.I. 2019/93), reg. 1(1), Sch. 1 para. 11(7) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1343, regs. 1(1), 23(5));
2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

13 (1) The court may, on an application by OFCOM, enquire into whether any person (“the
defaulter”) has refused or otherwise failed, without reasonable excuse, to comply
with a requirement contained in a notice under paragraph 12.

(2) An application under sub-paragraph (1) shall include details of the possible failure
which OFCOM consider has occurred.

(3) In enquiring into a case under sub-paragraph (1), the court shall hear—
(a) any witness who may be produced against or on behalf of the defaulter; and
(b) any statement which may be offered in defence.

(4) Sub-paragraphs (5) and (6) apply where the court is satisfied, after hearing any
witnesses and statements as mentioned in sub-paragraph (3), that the defaulter
has refused or failed, without reasonable excuse, to comply with the requirement
contained in the notice under paragraph 12.

(5) The court may punish the defaulter as it would have been able to punish him had he
been guilty of contempt of court.

(6) Where the defaulter is a body corporate, the power of the court to punish the defaulter
includes power to punish a director or officer of the body corporate.

(7) Where the defaulter is a partnership constituted under the law of Scotland, the power
of the court to punish the defaulter includes power to punish a member of the
partnership.

(8) A person is guilty of an offence if he intentionally alters, suppresses or destroys a
document which he has been required to produce by a notice under paragraph 12.

(9) A person is guilty of an offence if—
(a) he supplies information to OFCOM in purported compliance with a notice

given to him under paragraph 12;
(b) the information is false or misleading in a material respect; and
(c) he knows that it is false or misleading in a material respect or is reckless as

to whether it is false or misleading in a material respect.
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(10) A person is guilty of an offence if—
(a) he supplies information to another person knowing that the information is to

be used for complying with a notice under paragraph 12;
(b) the information is false or misleading in a material respect; and
(c) he knows that it is false or misleading in a material respect or is reckless as

to whether it is false or misleading in a material respect.

(11) A person guilty of an offence under this paragraph shall be liable—
(a) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum;
(b) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two

years or to a fine, or to both.

(12) In this paragraph “the court” means—
(a) in relation to England and Wales, the High Court;
(b) in relation to Scotland, the Court of Session; and
(c) in relation to Northern Ireland, the High Court or a judge of the High Court.]

Commencement Information
I1 Sch. 11 para. 13 in force at 29.12.2003 by S.I. 2003/3142, art. 3(1), Sch. 1 (with art. 11)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/3142
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/3142/article/3/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/3142/schedule/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/3142/article/11


Communications Act 2003 (c. 21)
Document Generated: 2024-04-11

3

Changes to legislation: 
Communications Act 2003, Cross Heading: Enforcement of information provisions is up to date
with all changes known to be in force on or before 11 April 2024. There are changes that may be
brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are
referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes
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– specified provision(s) amendment to earlier commencing SI 2003/1900, art. 3(2) by

S.I. 2003/3142 art. 1(3)
– specified provision(s) amendment to earlier commencing SI 2003/3142 by S.I.

2004/1492 art. 2
– specified provision(s) amendment to earlier commencing SI 2003/3142 by S.I.

2004/697 art. 2
– specified provision(s) amendment to earlier commencing SI 2003/3142 art. 4 Sch. 2

by S.I. 2004/545 art. 2

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 124Q(7)(a) words substituted by 2013 c. 22 Sch. 9 para. 52
– s. 148A and cross-heading inserted by 2022 c. 46 s. 73(2)
– s. 368E(5)(d)(e) inserted by 2017 c. 30 s. 94(3)
– s. 402(2A)(za)(zb) inserted by 2022 c. 46 Sch. para. 2
– Sch. 3A para. 21(6) inserted by 2022 c. 46 Sch. para. 3(5)(b)
– Sch. 3A para. 37(3)(aza) inserted by 2022 c. 46 Sch. para. 3(9)
– Sch. 3A para. 84(1)(aza) inserted by 2022 c. 46 Sch. para. 3(10)
– Sch. 3A para. 103(1)(ca) inserted by 2022 c. 46 s. 70
– Sch. 3A para. 119A inserted by 2022 c. 46 s. 72
– Sch. 3A Pt. 4ZA inserted by 2022 c. 46 s. 67(1)
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