
Communications Act 2003 (c. 21)
SCHEDULE 14 – Media ownership rules
Document Generated: 2024-04-10

1

Changes to legislation: Communications Act 2003, Part 4 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 10 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 14

MEDIA OWNERSHIP RULES

PART 4

RELIGIOUS BODIES ETC.

Approval required for religious bodies etc. to hold licences
15 (1) A person mentioned in paragraph 2(1) of Part 2 of Schedule 2 to the 1990 Act

(religious bodies etc.) is not to hold a Broadcasting Act licence not mentioned in
paragraph 2(1A) of that Part unless—

(a) OFCOM have made a determination in his case as respects a description of
licences applicable to that licence; and

(b) that determination remains in force.

(2) OFCOM are to make a determination under this paragraph in a person’s case and as
respects a particular description of licence if, and only if, they are satisfied that it is
appropriate for that person to hold a licence of that description.

(3) OFCOM are not to make a determination under this paragraph except on an
application made to them for the purpose.

(4) OFCOM must publish guidance for persons making applications to them under this
paragraph as to the principles that they will apply when determining for the purposes
of sub-paragraph (2) what is appropriate.

(5) OFCOM must have regard to guidance for the time being in force under sub-
paragraph (4) when making determinations under this paragraph.

(6) OFCOM may revise any guidance under sub-paragraph (4) by publishing their
revisions of it.

(7) The publication of guidance under sub-paragraph (4), or of any revisions of it, is to
be in whatever manner OFCOM consider appropriate.

Commencement Information
I1 Sch. 14 para. 15 in force at 18.9.2003 by S.I. 2003/1900, art. 2(2), Sch. 2 (with art. 5)

Power to amend Part 4 of Schedule
16 The Secretary of State may by order repeal or otherwise modify the restriction

imposed by this Part of this Schedule.
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/1900/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/1900/article/5
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– specified provision(s) amendment to earlier commencing SI 2003/1900, art. 3(2) by

S.I. 2003/3142 art. 1(3)
– specified provision(s) amendment to earlier commencing SI 2003/3142 by S.I.

2004/1492 art. 2
– specified provision(s) amendment to earlier commencing SI 2003/3142 by S.I.

2004/697 art. 2
– specified provision(s) amendment to earlier commencing SI 2003/3142 art. 4 Sch. 2

by S.I. 2004/545 art. 2

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 124Q(7)(a) words substituted by 2013 c. 22 Sch. 9 para. 52
– s. 148A and cross-heading inserted by 2022 c. 46 s. 73(2)
– s. 368E(5)(d)(e) inserted by 2017 c. 30 s. 94(3)
– s. 402(2A)(za)(zb) inserted by 2022 c. 46 Sch. para. 2
– Sch. 3A para. 21(6) inserted by 2022 c. 46 Sch. para. 3(5)(b)
– Sch. 3A para. 37(3)(aza) inserted by 2022 c. 46 Sch. para. 3(9)
– Sch. 3A para. 84(1)(aza) inserted by 2022 c. 46 Sch. para. 3(10)
– Sch. 3A para. 103(1)(ca) inserted by 2022 c. 46 s. 70
– Sch. 3A para. 119A inserted by 2022 c. 46 s. 72
– Sch. 3A Pt. 4ZA inserted by 2022 c. 46 s. 67(1)
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