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CRIME (INTERNATIONAL

CO-OPERATION) ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1: Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters

Chapter 2: Mutual Provision of Evidence

Section 26: Powers under warrants

79. This section relates to issuing warrants in relation both to mutual legal assistance
requests under section 17 and overseas freezing orders under section 22.

80. In line with PACE, subsection (1) prevents a warrant being issued if items sought are
subject to legal privilege, excluded material or special procedure material (as defined in
PACE under section 28(3)). Excluded or special procedure material must be obtained
by issuing a less intrusive production order. Warrants in respect of such material can
be sought only if a production order has been obtained and has failed to produce the
evidence sought.

81. Subsection (3) makes an amendment to the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001,
providing that the additional powers of seizure in that Act will apply to seizure of
evidence relevant to overseas offences or investigations under these provisions.
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