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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 8

MINOR AND CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS: LICENSING OF WATER SUPPLIERS ETC

Water Industry Act 1991 (c. 56)
17 After section 63 there is inserted—

“Supply by licensed water supplier etc

63AA Supply by licensed water supplier: domestic supply
(1) The owner or occupier of any premises may serve a notice on a water

undertaker—
(a) informing the undertaker that the premises are to be supplied by a

licensed water supplier; and
(b) specifying the time after which a supply of water to the premises by

the undertaker will no longer be required.

(2) Where the charges for the water supplied by the undertaker are, under
Chapter 1 of Part 5 of this Act, fixed in relation to the premises by reference
to volume, the time specified in the notice shall fall at least two working
days after the notice is served.

(3) In this section and section 63AB below, any reference to two working days
is a reference to a period of forty-eight hours calculated after disregarding
any time falling on—

(a) a Saturday or Sunday; or
(b) Christmas Day, Good Friday or any day which is a bank holiday in

England and Wales under the Banking and Financial Dealings Act
1971.

63AB Supply by licensed water supplier: non-domestic supply
(1) The duty of a water undertaker under section 55 above to provide a supply

of water to any premises shall cease to apply if—
(a) a notice specifying the time after which a supply of water to

the premises by the undertaker will no longer be required in
consequence of the premises being supplied by a licensed water
supplier has been served on the undertaker by the owner or occupier
of the premises; and

(b) that time has passed.

(2) Where the charges for the water supplied by the undertaker are, under
Chapter 1 of Part 5 of this Act, fixed in relation to the premises by reference
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to volume, the time specified in the notice shall fall at least two working
days after the notice is served.

63AC Interim duty of water undertaker: domestic and non-domestic supply
(1) This section applies where—

(a) a licensed water supplier ceases to supply any premises with water;
and

(b) the owner or occupier of the premises has not notified the water
undertaker in whose area the premises are that—

(i) he has made arrangements for the continuation of the supply
of water to the premises; or

(ii) he intends any supply of water to the premises to cease.

(2) Where this section applies, it shall be the duty of the water undertaker to
continue the supply of water to the premises which was made by the licensed
water supplier.

(3) Where a supply is made under subsection (2)—
(a) the charges payable in respect of the supply shall be fixed from time

to time by a charges scheme under section 143 below; and
(b) subject to subsection (8) below, the supply shall be made until—

(i) a supply is made under section 52 or 55 above; or
(ii) a notice is served by the undertaker on the owner or occupier

of the premises stating that the supply is to be discontinued
(subject to subsection (4) below),

whichever is earlier.

(4) A notice under subsection (3)(b)(ii) above may not be served before the end
of the period of three months beginning with the day on which the supply
by the supplier ceased.

(5) A water undertaker shall not be required by virtue of this section to provide
a supply of water to any premises if the provision of the supply would—

(a) require the undertaker, in order to meet all its existing obligations
to supply water for domestic or other purposes, together with
its probable future obligations to supply buildings and parts of
buildings with water for domestic purposes, to incur unreasonable
expenditure in carrying out works; or

(b) otherwise put at risk its ability to meet any of the existing or probable
future obligations mentioned in paragraph (a) above.

(6) The supply of water to any premises by a water undertaker under this section
shall not prevent a proposed supply to those premises by that undertaker
under section 55 above from being regarded as a new supply for the purposes
of that section.

(7) Where a duty is imposed by this section in respect of any premises, any
breach of the duty which causes the owner or occupier of the premises
to sustain loss or damage shall be actionable at the suit of that owner or
occupier; but, in any proceedings brought against a water undertaker in
pursuance of this subsection, it shall be a defence for the undertaker to show
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that it took all reasonable steps and exercised all due diligence to avoid the
breach.

(8) Sections 60 to 63 above apply as they apply where a supply of water is made
under section 52 or 55 above.”
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