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Criminal Justice Act 2003
2003 CHAPTER 44

PART 12

SENTENCING

CHAPTER 6

[F1 RELEASE, LICENCES[F1, SUPERVISION] AND RECALL ]

Release on licence

[F1244ZBReferral of high-risk offenders to Parole Board in place of automatic release

(1) This section applies to a prisoner who—
(a) would (but for anything done under this section and ignoring any possibility

of release under section 246 or 248) be, or become, entitled to be released on
licence under section 243A(2), 244(1) or 244ZA(1), and

(b) is (or will be) aged 18 or over on the first day on which the prisoner would
be so entitled.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the Secretary of State is of the requisite opinion if the
Secretary of State believes on reasonable grounds that the prisoner would, if released,
pose a significant risk to members of the public of serious harm occasioned by the
commission of any of the following offences—

(a) murder;
(b) specified offences, within the meaning of section 306 of the Sentencing Code.

(3) If the Secretary of State is of the requisite opinion, the Secretary of State may refer
the prisoner’s case to the Board.

(4) Before referring the prisoner’s case to the Board, the Secretary of State must notify
the prisoner in writing of the Secretary of State’s intention to do so (and the reference
may be made only if the notice is in force).
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(5) A notice given under subsection (4) must take effect before the prisoner becomes
entitled as mentioned in subsection (1)(a).

(6) A notice given under subsection (4) must explain—
(a) the effect of the notice (including its effect under section 243A(2A), 244(1ZA)

or 244ZA(3)),
(b) why the Secretary of State is of the requisite opinion, and
(c) the prisoner’s right to make representations (see subsection (12)).

(7) A notice given under subsection (4)—
(a) takes effect at whichever is the earlier of—

(i) the time when it is received by the prisoner, and
(ii) the time when it would ordinarily be received by the prisoner, and

(b) remains in force until—
(i) the Secretary of State refers the prisoner’s case to the Board under

this section, or
(ii) the notice is revoked.

(8) The Secretary of State—
(a) may revoke a notice given under subsection (4), and
(b) must do so if the Secretary of State is no longer of the requisite opinion.

(9) If a notice given under subsection (4) is in force and the prisoner would but for the
notice have become entitled as mentioned in subsection (1)(a)—

(a) the prisoner may apply to the High Court on the ground that the prisoner’s
release has been delayed by the notice for longer than is reasonably necessary
in order for the Secretary of State to complete the referral of the prisoner’s
case to the Board, and

(b) the High Court, if satisfied that that ground is made out, must by order revoke
the notice.

(10) At any time before the Board disposes of a reference under this section, the Secretary
of State—

(a) may rescind the reference, and
(b) must do so if the Secretary of State is no longer of the requisite opinion.

(11) If the reference is rescinded, the prisoner is no longer to be treated as one whose case
has been referred to the Board under this section (but this does not have the effect of
reviving the notice under subsection (4)).

(12) The prisoner may make representations to the Secretary of State about the referral,
or proposed referral, of the prisoner’s case at any time after being notified under
subsection (4) and before the Board disposes of any ensuing reference under this
section.

But the Secretary of State is not required to delay the referral of the prisoner’s case in
order to give an opportunity for such representations to be made.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Ss. 244ZB, 244ZC inserted (28.4.2022) by Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022 (c. 32), ss.

132(4), 208(4)(p)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/44/section/244ZB
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/44/section/244ZC
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/32
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/32/section/132/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/32/section/132/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/32/section/208/4/p
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– specified provision(s) amendment to earlier commencing SI 2012/2574, Sch. by S.I.

2012/2761 art. 2

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 150(aa) inserted by 2012 c. 10 Sch. 26 para. 19(2) (This amendment not applied

to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 26 para. 19 omitted (11.12.2013) by virtue of 2013 c. 22,
Sch. 16 para. 23(2); S.I. 2013/2981, art. 2(d))

– s. 150(ba) inserted by 2012 c. 10 Sch. 26 para. 19(3) (This amendment not applied
to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 26 para. 19 omitted (11.12.2013) by virtue of 2013 c. 22,
Sch. 16 para. 23(2); S.I. 2013/2981, art. 2(d))

– s. 151(A1) inserted by 2008 c. 4 s. 11(3)
– s. 151(1A) inserted by 2008 c. 4 s. 11(5)
– s. 151(1A)(b) word substituted by 2008 c. 4 Sch. 4 para. 76(3) (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. S. 151(1A) is still only prospectively inserted by 2008
c. 4, s. 11(5))

– s. 151(1A)(c) substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 17 para. 8(3) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. S. 151(1A) is still only prospectively inserted by 2008
c. 4, s. 11(5))

– s. 151(2A)(b) substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 17 para. 8(4)
– s. 151(4A) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 17 para. 8(5)
– s. 151(8)(a) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 17 para. 8(6)(a)
– s. 151(8)(b) words inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 17 para. 8(6)(b)(i)
– s. 151(8)(b) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 17 para. 8(6)(b)(ii)
– s. 151(8)(c)-(f) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 17 para. 8(6)(c)
– s. 165(5) inserted by 2014 c. 12 s. 179(3)
– s. 237(1A) inserted by 2006 c. 48 s. 34(3)
– s. 237(1B)(f)(g) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 40(b)
– s. 239A inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 8(1)
– s. 239A cross-heading inserted by 2015 c. 2 Sch. 3 para. 5
– s. 250(5C) inserted by 2015 c. 2 Sch. 3 para. 7(4)
– s. 255A(4A) inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 9(2)
– s. 255B(3A) inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 9(3)(b)
– s. 255B(4A)-(4C) inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 9(3)(d)
– s. 255C(3A) inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 9(4)(b)
– s. 255C(4A)-(4C) inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 9(4)(d)
– s. 256A(1)-(1B) substituted for s. 256A(1) by 2015 c. 2 s. 9(6)(a)
– s. 256A(4A)(4B) inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 9(6)(f)
– s. 256A(5)(6) substituted for s. 256A(5) by 2015 c. 2 s. 9(6)(g)
– s. 256AZA inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 10(1)
– s. 257(3) inserted by 2006 c. 48 s. 34(4)
– s. 258(1A) inserted by 2006 c. 48 s. 34(5)
– s. 260(4)(aa) substituted for word by 2008 c. 4 s. 34(7)(b) (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. S. 34(2)(4)(b)(7)(10) omitted (3.12.2012) by virtue of
2012 c. 10, s. 118(4)(b); S.I. 2012/2906, art. 2(d))
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– Sch. 15B para. 49A omitted by S.I. 2019/780 reg. 26(4)(c) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 21, 25, 26, 27, 30 revoked (1.12.2020) by 2020
c. 17, Sch. 28; S.I. 2020/1236, reg. 2)

– Sch. 15B para. 49B omitted by S.I. 2019/780 reg. 26(4)(d) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 21, 25, 26, 27, 30 revoked (1.12.2020) by 2020
c. 17, Sch. 28; S.I. 2020/1236, reg. 2)

– Sch. 20B para. 34(6)(7) substituted for Sch. 20B para. 34(6) by 2015 c. 2 Sch. 3
para. 10
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