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Enforcement

18 Obstruction of officers

(1) A person commits an offence who—
(a) intentionally obstructs an enforcement officer or compliance officer who is

acting in the exercise of his functions under this Act, or
(b) without reasonable cause, fails to comply with any requirement made of him

by such an officer who is so acting.

(2) A person who, in giving any information which is required of him by an enforcement
officer or compliance officer, makes a statement which is false in a material particular
commits an offence.

(3) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable—
(a) on summary conviction in England and Wales, to imprisonment for a term

not exceeding 51 weeks, or to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum,
or to both,

(b) on summary conviction in Scotland or Northern Ireland, to imprisonment for
a term not exceeding six months, or to a fine not exceeding the statutory
maximum, or to both.

In relation to an offence committed before the commencement of section 281(5) of
the Criminal Justice Act 2003 (c. 44), for “51 weeks” in paragraph (a) substitute “six
months”.
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