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Energy Act 2004
2004 CHAPTER 20

PART 3

ENERGY REGULATION

CHAPTER 4

FURTHER PROVISIONS ABOUT REGULATION

Metering

181 Prepayment meters

(1) In Schedule 2B to the Gas Act 1986 (c. 44) (which sets out the gas code), for paragraph
6A substitute—

“6A (1) A pre-payment meter installed by an authorised supplier through which
a consumer takes his supply of gas shall not be used to recover a sum
unless—

(a) the sum is owed to an authorised supplier in respect of the supply
of gas to the premises on which the meter is installed or in respect
of the provision of the meter; or

(b) the recovery of the sum in that manner is permitted by both—
(i) regulations made by the Authority; and

(ii) an agreement falling within sub-paragraph (2) below
between the consumer and the person to whom the sum
is owed.

(2) An agreement falls within this sub-paragraph if—
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(a) the person to whom the sum is owed is a person who is authorised
by regulations made by the Authority to enter into agreements
falling within this sub-paragraph;

(b) the agreement permits that person to use the meter in question to
recover such sums as may be specified in or determined under
the agreement; and

(c) the agreement complies with the requirements specified for
the purposes of this sub-paragraph by regulations made by the
Authority.

(3) The sums that regulations under this paragraph may permit the recovery
of through a pre-payment meter include—

(a) sums owed to a person other than an authorised supplier;
(b) sums owed in respect of premises other than the premises on

which the meter is installed;
(c) sums owed in respect of matters other than the supply of gas.

(4) Before making regulations under this paragraph the Authority must
consult—

(a) the Council;
(b) all authorised suppliers;
(c) such other persons as the Authority considers appropriate.

(5) The approval of the Secretary of State is required for the making of
regulations under this paragraph.”

(2) In paragraph 12 of Schedule 7 to the 1989 Act (use of pre-payment meters), for sub-
paragraph (2) substitute—

“(2) A pre-payment meter installed by an authorised supplier through which a
customer of such a supplier takes his supply of electricity shall not be used
to recover a sum unless—

(a) the sum is owed to an authorised supplier in respect of the supply
of electricity to the premises on which the meter is installed or in
respect of the provision of the meter; or

(b) the recovery of the sum in that manner is permitted by both—
(i) regulations; and

(ii) an agreement falling within sub-paragraph (3) below
between the customer and the person to whom the sum is
owed.

(3) An agreement falls within this sub-paragraph if—
(a) the person to whom the sum is owed is a person who is authorised

by regulations to enter into agreements falling within this sub-
paragraph;

(b) the agreement permits that person to use the meter in question to
recover such sums as may be specified in or determined under the
agreement; and

(c) the agreement complies with the requirements specified for the
purposes of this sub-paragraph by regulations.
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(4) The sums that regulations under this paragraph may permit the recovery of
through a pre-payment meter include—

(a) sums owed to a person other than an authorised supplier;
(b) sums owed in respect of premises other than the premises on which

the meter is installed;
(c) sums owed in respect of matters other than the supply of electricity.

(5) Before making regulations under this paragraph the Authority must
consult—

(a) the Council;
(b) all authorised suppliers;
(c) such other persons as the Authority considers appropriate.”

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Ss. 171-196 power to apply (with modifications) conferred (26.10.2023) by Energy Act 2023 (c. 52), s.

334(2)(l), Sch. 18 para. 50

Commencement Information
I1 S. 181 in force at 5.10.2004 by S.I. 2004/2575, art. 2(1), Sch. 1

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/20/section/171
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/52
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/52/section/334/2/l
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/52/section/334/2/l
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/52/schedule/18/paragraph/50
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/20/section/181
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/2575
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/2575/article/2/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/2575/schedule/1


4 Energy Act 2004 (c. 20)
Document Generated: 2024-04-22

Changes to legislation: 
Energy Act 2004, Cross Heading: Metering is up to date with all changes known to be in force
on or before 22 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date.
Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 137(3)(c)-(e) inserted by 2011 c. 16 s. 117(b)
– s. 173(2C) inserted by 2023 c. 52 Sch. 14 para. 10
– Sch. 22 para. 4(1A) inserted by 2023 c. 52 Sch. 14 para. 11(2)(b)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2011/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2011/16/section/117/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/52
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/52/schedule/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/52/schedule/14/paragraph/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/52
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/52/schedule/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/52/schedule/14/paragraph/11/2/b

