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GAMBLING ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

TERRITORIAL EXTENT

Territorial limits – vessels and aircraft

Schedule 6: Exchange of information: persons and bodies

Part 3: General Offences

Section 39: Exception: occasional use notice

153. This section provides a means for tracks to be authorised for the provision of facilities
for betting, where the use (for betting) will be for no more than 8 days a year: the
occasional use notice. This notice, when in operation, excepts people on the track from
committing the offence of using premises unlawfully for the provision of facilities for
gambling. Tracks are defined in the interpretation section in section 353 as a racecourse,
dog track or any other premises used or intended for races or other sporting events.
The purpose of the section is to ensure that point-to-point racecourses which are used
for only a few days a year, and tracks such as golf courses where betting facilities are
provided for major competitions, but not otherwise, do not have to obtain a full premises
licence in order to avoid the main offence in this Part.

154. Subsections (2) to (6) specify the procedure for serving an occasional use notice. An
occasional use notice must be served by an occupier of the track, or a person who is
responsible for the administration of races or sporting events on the track. It must be
sent to the licensing authority with a copy sent to the police force for the area, and must
specify the day on which it is to have effect. An occasional use notice cannot be given
for a day in a calendar year if eight occasional use notices have already been given for
days in that year. Therefore, a track that is used more frequently for betting will need a
premises licence, or temporary use notice, under Parts 8 or 9.

155. Any person providing betting facilities pursuant to an occasional use notice will still
require the appropriate authorisation to act as a betting operator: in general this will be
a betting operating licence, or (in the case of pool betting) authorisation by the holder
of a pool betting licence under Part 5.
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