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CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Chapter 1 Appointments Commission

Ombudsman

Section 124: Northern Ireland Judicial Appointments Ombudsman

345. Sections 124 to 131 amend the Justice (Northern Ireland) Act 2002 to establish the
office of Judicial Appointments Ombudsman for Northern Ireland. Section 124 inserts
section 9A into the 2002 Act to establish the Ombudsman’s office and provide that
he shall be appointed by Her Majesty the Queen on the recommendation of the Lord
Chancellor.

Schedule 15: Northern Ireland Judicial Appointments Ombudsman

346. Schedule 15 inserts Schedule 3A into the 2002 Act. Schedule 3A makes further
provision in relation to the qualification, tenure of office and powers of the
Ombudsman. The eligibility provisions reflect those that currently apply to the Judicial
Appointments Commissioner for Northern Ireland, namely that he must not engage in
political activity during the term of his appointment. Previous political activity will not
constitute a bar to appointment.

1

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/4/part/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/4/section/124
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/4/section/124
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/4/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/4/schedule/15

