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CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Chapter 1 Appointments Commission

Complaints and references

Section 127: Complaints to the Ombudsman

349. Section 127 inserts section 9D into the 2002 Act to provide that the Ombudsman
must investigate any complaints relating to judicial appointments that are made within
28 days of the person concerned being notified of the Minister’s or Commission’s
decision on their complaint unless he considers that investigation is not necessary. The
Ombudsman also has discretion whether or not to investigate complaints received at
any other time. Any complaint made to the Ombudsman must be in a form approved by
him. This section also makes transitional provision to allow for any ongoing complaints
to be transferred from the Northern Ireland Commissioners for Judicial Appointments
to the Northern Ireland Ombudsman upon the commencement of this section.
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