
These notes refer to the Constitutional Reform Act 2005
(c.4) which received Royal Assent on 24 March 2005

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3 Duty to Convene Commission: Special Rules

Practice and Procedure

Section 44: Specially qualified advisers

174. This section makes provision for the Supreme Court to have specially qualified advisers
to assist it in its work for the purpose of hearings that may require specialist support.
This derives from existing provision in the Supreme Court of Judicature Act 1891
(section 3) and the Judicial Standing Orders of the House of Lords (Order XVI).

175. Subsection (1) makes the basic provision empowering the Court, if it thinks it is
necessary, to hear and dispose of proceedings, either wholly or in part, with the
assistance of one or more specially qualified advisers.

176. Subsection (2) provides that any remuneration payable to an expert adviser is to be
determined by the Court unless otherwise agreed between the adviser and the parties to
the proceedings. This remuneration, as set out in subsection (3), will form part of the
costs of the proceedings.
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