
These notes refer to the Constitutional Reform Act 2005
(c.4) which received Royal Assent on 24 March 2005

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3 Duty to Convene Commission: Special Rules

Staff and resources

Section 50: Accommodation and Other Resources

187. Under subsection (1) the Lord Chancellor is responsible for ensuring that the Supreme
Court is provided with such accommodation as he thinks appropriate for the Court
to carry on its business. The Lord Chancellor is also responsible for providing such
other resources as he thinks appropriate for the Court to carry on its business. This
complements section 48, which sets out the duties of the Chief Executive. The Chief
Executive will not be able to carry out his duties if the Lord Chancellor does not provide
appropriate resources.

188. Subsection (2) provides that the Lord Chancellor can discharge his general duty under
subsection (1) by directly providing accommodation or other resources or by entering
into arrangements with third parties for their provision; and subsection (3) makes
available for this purpose certain powers to acquire land for public service.

189. This section additionally, under subsection (4), enables the Scottish Ministers to make a
contribution towards the resource running costs of the Court. This contribution (which
will be related to the proportion of the costs of civil business attributable to appeals
from Scotland) will be made by a transfer of resources from an appropriate budget.
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