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CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Schedule 12: The Judicial Appointments Commission

Part 2 The Commission

Paragraph 20 Committees

240. This paragraph allows the Commission to establish committees, and its committees
to establish sub-committees, in order for it to undertake its business, and allows
activities to be delegated by the Commission to a committee and by a committee to
a sub-committee. Only Commissioners may be members of the committees and sub-
committees. Committees or sub-committees charged with making selections for judicial
appointments must include at least one judicial and one lay member. The Commission
will of course be advised by its staff, and by anyone else invited to give advice, and it
may rely on interviewing panels made up of non-Commissioners, but final decisions
are the responsibility of the Commissioners. The requirements of this paragraph in
relation to committees and sub-committees do not apply to the selection panels for
senior appointments, which are provided for separately in sections 71 and 80 of the Act.
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