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CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Chapter 3: Discipline

Procedures

Section 119: Delegation of functions

331. Section 119 provides that the Lord Chief Justice may share the complaints caseload with
other senior judges, by giving him a power to delegate the greater part of his functions
in this Chapter of this Part of the Act (specifically, his functions under section 108(3)
to (7), 111(2), 112 and 116(3)(b)). There are two areas which he will not be able to
delegate his functions: only he will be able to give the agreement which will be needed
before the Lord Chancellor removes any judicial office-holder. And he will not delegate
the power to refer issues to the Ombudsman, since that is likely to involve issues of
policy, involving a number of complaints.
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