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GOVERNMENT OF WALES ACT 2006

EXPLANATORY NOTES

DETAILED COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS IN PART 2

Ministers, staff, etc

Section 68: Contracts

267. This section allows the Secretary of State to make an order applying, subject to any
appropriate modifications, the Local Government (Contracts) Act 1997 to contracts
entered into by the Welsh Ministers, the First Minister or the Counsel General. A similar
provision was contained in section 39 of GoWA. The effect of such an order would
be to prevent it being argued in private law proceedings that a contract covered by the
order is ultra vires and therefore unenforceable. This is intended to protect contractors
and lenders dealing with the Welsh Assembly Government.
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