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Northern Ireland (St Andrews
Agreement) Act 2006

2006 CHAPTER 53

PART 2

AMENDMENTS OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND ACT 1998 ETC
Miscellaneous

18 Report on progress towards devolution of policing and justice matters

(1) The Northern Ireland Assembly must make a report to the Secretary of State before
27 March 2008—

(a) astothe preparations that the Assembly has made, and intends to make, having
regard to paragraph 7 of the St Andrews Agreement, for or in connection with
policing and justice matters ceasing to be reserved matters;

(b) as to which matters are likely to be the subject of any request under
section 4(2A) of the 1998 Act that policing and justice matters should cease
to be reserved matters;

(c) containing an assessment of whether the Assembly is likely to make such a
request before 1 May 2008.

(2) The Secretary of State must lay a copy of the report before each House of Parliament.

(3) Paragraph 7 of the St Andrews Agreement says: “ Discussions on the devolution
of policing and justice have progressed well in the Preparation for Government
Committee. The Governments have requested the parties to continue these discussions
so as to agree the necessary administrative arrangements to create a new policing
and justice department. It is our view that implementation of the agreement published
today should be sufficient to build the community confidence necessary for the
Assembly to request the devolution of criminal justice and policing from the British
Government by May 2008. ”
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(4) In this section “policing and justice matter” has the meaning given by section 4(6)
of the 1998 Act (as inserted by section 16(5) of the Northern Ireland (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 2006 (c. 33)) and “reserved matter” has the meaning given by
section 4(1) of the 1998 Act.

(5) In section 16(3) of the Northern Ireland (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006, in the
inserted section 4(2A) of the 1998 Act, for “devolved policing and justice matter”
substitute “ policing and justice matter .

(6) In section 16(5) of the Northern Ireland (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006, in the
inserted section 4(6) of the 1998 Act, for “ “devolved policing and justice matter’”
substitute “policing and justice matter” .

(7) In section 17(1) of the Northern Ireland (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006, in the
inserted section 21 A(8)(b) of the 1998 Act, for “devolved policing and justice matter”
substitute ““ policing and justice matter ”.

(8) The subject-matter of subsections (1) and (2) is to be treated as a reserved matter for
the purposes of the 1998 Act.

Commencement Information

Part 2 (ss. 5-19) in force on 26.3.2007 if (and only if) the Secretary of State makes a restoration order
by virtue of s. 2(2), see s. 27(4)(5)
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