
Changes to legislation: Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008, Section 37 is up to date with all changes known to be
in force on or before 23 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been
made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Human Fertilisation and
Embryology Act 2008

2008 CHAPTER 22

PART 2

PARENTHOOD IN CASES INVOLVING ASSISTED REPRODUCTION

Meaning of “father”

37 The agreed fatherhood conditions

(1) The agreed fatherhood conditions referred to in section 36(b) are met in relation to a
man (“M”) in relation to treatment provided to W under a licence if, but only if,—

(a) M has given the person responsible a notice stating that he consents to being
treated as the father of any child resulting from treatment provided to W under
the licence,

(b) W has given the person responsible a notice stating that she consents to M
being so treated,

(c) neither M nor W has, since giving notice under paragraph (a) or (b), given
the person responsible notice of the withdrawal of M's or W's consent to M
being so treated,

(d) W has not, since the giving of the notice under paragraph (b), given the person
responsible—

(i) a further notice under that paragraph stating that she consents to
another man being treated as the father of any resulting child, or

(ii) a notice under section 44(1)(b) stating that she consents to a woman
being treated as a parent of any resulting child, and

(e) W and M are not within prohibited degrees of relationship in relation to each
other.

(2) A notice under subsection (1)(a), (b) or (c) must be in writing and must be signed by
the person giving it.
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(3) A notice under subsection (1)(a), (b) or (c) by a person (“S”) who is unable to sign
because of illness, injury or physical disability is to be taken to comply with the
requirement of subsection (2) as to signature if it is signed at the direction of S, in the
presence of S and in the presence of at least one witness who attests the signature.



Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22)
Document Generated: 2024-04-23

3

Changes to legislation: 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008, Section 37 is up to date with all changes known
to be in force on or before 23 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force
at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with
annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 55(3)(e) and word inserted by 2022 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 3 para. 75(b)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2022/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2022/18/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2022/18/schedule/3/paragraph/75/b

