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CLIMATE CHANGE ACT 2008

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1: Carbon Target and Budgeting

Targeted greenhouse gases

Section 24: Targeted greenhouse gases

118. This section defines the term “targeted greenhouse gas”, which is the term used to
describe the gases covered by the targets and budgets in the Act.

119. Subsection (1) defines the term “targeted greenhouse gas” as meaning carbon
dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs),
perfluorocarbons (PFCs), sulphur hexafluoride (SF6) and any other greenhouse gas
added later by the Secretary of State by order. The term “greenhouse gas” is defined in
section 92 by reference to a list of gases (which, for the time being, is identical).

120. Subsection (7) provides that an order adding a new gas or gases must be made using the
affirmative resolution procedure. Subsection (2) allows the Secretary of State to make
any necessary consequential amendments to the Act when he makes the order.

121. Subsection (3) requires the Secretary of State to consult the devolved administrations,
and also to obtain and consider advice from the Committee on Climate Change, before
adding a new gas or gases to the list.

122. Subsection (4) requires the Committee on Climate Change, as soon as is reasonably
practicable after giving its advice to the Secretary of State, to publish that advice in any
way it thinks is appropriate.

123. Subsection (5) places a duty on the Secretary of State, if amending the list of targeted
greenhouse gases in a way that differs from the Committee’s recommendations, to
publish a statement setting out the reasons for that decision. Subsection (6) allows the
Secretary of State to publish this statement in any way he thinks is appropriate.

Section 25: Base years for targeted greenhouse gases other than CO2

124. This section sets out the base years for targeted greenhouse gases other than carbon
dioxide and allows the Secretary of State to set base years for new targeted greenhouse
gases added at a later date. A “base year” is the year used as the reference point against
which reductions in emissions of the gas are to be measured for the purposes of the
targets and budgets in the Act.

125. Subsection (1) contains a table showing the base years for targeted greenhouse
gases other than carbon dioxide. Hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons and sulphur
hexafluoride have a base year of 1995, which is the base year used for UK emissions
of those gases under the Kyoto Protocol.
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126. Subsection (2) allows the Secretary of State to amend the table, by order, to specify the
base year for any new gas designated as a targeted greenhouse gases in accordance with
section 24. It also allows the Secretary of State to amend the base years of the gases
which are already in the table in subsection (1).

127. Subsection (3) provides that the Secretary of State may either designate a single base
year or may designate a number of base years and use the average of the emissions of
the gas in those years.

128. Subsection (4) restricts the use of the power to amend the base years that are set out
in the table in subsection (1). Those base years can only be amended if there have
been significant developments in European or international law or policy that make it
appropriate to do so, for example if an international agreement was reached that required
every country to use a particular base year for a gas.

129. Subsection (5) requires the Secretary of State to consult the devolved administrations,
and also to obtain and consider advice from the Committee on Climate Change, before
making an order designating a base year or years.

130. Subsection (6) requires the Committee on Climate Change, as soon as is reasonably
practicable after giving its advice to the Secretary of State, to publish that advice in any
way it thinks is appropriate.

131. Subsection (7) places a duty on the Secretary of State, if setting a base year in a way
that differs from the Committee’s recommendations, to publish a statement setting out
the reasons for that decision. Subsection (8) allows the Secretary of State to publish this
statement in any way he thinks is appropriate.

132. Subsection (9) provides that an order under subsection (2) must be made using the
affirmative resolution procedure.
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