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CLIMATE CHANGE ACT 2008

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2: The Committee on Climate Change

Functions of the Committee

Section 38: Duty to provide advice or other assistance on request

196. Subsection (1) requires the Committee on Climate Change to provide advice, analysis,
information or other assistance, when requested to do so, to the Secretary of State, the
Scottish Ministers, the Welsh Ministers or the relevant Northern Ireland department
(together, the “national authorities”). Any request can be made if it relates to an
authority’s functions under the Act, the progress that is being made towards meeting
objectives set under the Act, to adaptation to climate change or to climate change
generally.

197. Subsection (2) gives specific examples of what may be required of the Committee,
including advice on caps on activities under trading schemes or assistance in the
preparation of statistics.

198. Subsection (3) gives the Committee a duty to provide a devolved administration (not
the Secretary of State), when requested to do so, with advice, analysis, information or
other assistance on a target, budget or similar requirement it has adopted (whether or not
the target, budget or similar requirement is contained in legislation) or which has been
imposed on it. For example, the Committee would, if requested to do so, be required
to advise the Scottish Ministers in relation to any target adopted under an Act of the
Scottish Parliament.
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