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Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009
2009 CHAPTER 23

PART 5

NATURE CONSERVATION

CHAPTER 1

MARINE CONSERVATION ZONES [F1AND MANAGEMENT OF SEA FISHERIES]

Duties of public authorities

127 Advice and guidance by conservation bodies

(1) The appropriate statutory conservation body may give advice and guidance as to—
(a) the matters which are capable of damaging or otherwise affecting any

protected feature or features;
(b) the matters which are capable of affecting any ecological or geomorphological

process on which the conservation of any protected feature or features is
(wholly or in part) dependent;

(c) how any conservation objectives stated for an MCZ may be furthered, or how
the achievement of any such objectives may be hindered;

(d) how the effect of any activity or activities on an MCZ or MCZs may be
mitigated;

(e) which activities are, or are not, of equivalent environmental benefit (for the
purposes of section 126(7)(c)) to any particular damage to the environment
(within the meaning of that provision).

(2) Advice or guidance may be given—
(a) either in relation to a particular MCZ or MCZs or generally;
(b) either to a particular public authority or authorities or generally.



2 Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 (c. 23)
Part 5 – Nature conservation

Chapter 1 – Marine conservation zones and management of sea fisheries
Document Generated: 2024-04-19

Changes to legislation: Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009, Section 127 is up to date with all changes known to be in
force on or before 19 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been

made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(3) The appropriate statutory conservation body must give advice to a public authority if
the authority requests it.

(4) If the appropriate statutory conservation body for an area proposes to exercise its
functions under this section in a manner which may affect an MCZ or MCZs in an
area for which another body is the appropriate statutory conservation body, it must
consult that other body before doing so.
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