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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 5

POWERS OF CORONERS

Exhumation of body for examination
6 (1) A senior coroner may order the exhumation of a person's body if sub-paragraph (2)

or (3) applies.

(2) This sub-paragraph applies if—
(a) the body is buried in England and Wales (whether or not within the coroner

area for which the coroner is appointed), and
(b) the coroner thinks it necessary for the body to be examined under section 14.

(3) This sub-paragraph applies if—
(a) the body is buried within the coroner area for which the coroner is appointed,

and
(b) the coroner thinks it necessary for the body to be examined for the purpose

of any criminal proceedings that have been instituted or are contemplated
in respect of—

(i) the death of the person whose body it is, or
(ii) the death of another person who died in circumstances connected

with the death of that person.

(4) In sub-paragraph (3) “criminal proceedings” includes proceedings in respect of an
offence under section 42 of the Armed Forces Act 2006 (c. 52) (or section 70 of the
Army Act 1955 (3 & 4 Eliz. 2 c. 18), section 70 of the Air Force Act 1955 (3 & 4
Eliz. 2 c. 19) or section 42 of the Naval Discipline Act 1957 (c. 53)).
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