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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 16: General and Miscellaneous

Section 202: Civil partnerships on religious premises

Effect

630. 1.     This section amends section 6 of the Civil Partnership Act 2004, by repealing the
prohibition on civil partnerships being registered in religious premises in England and
Wales and repealing the definition of “religious premises”.

631. 2.      This section also amends section 6A of the Civil Partnership Act 2004, which
contains a power to make regulations about the approval of premises for the registration
of civil partnerships, by making clear that such regulations may provide for different
premises to be approved for registration of civil partnerships from those approved for
registration of civil marriages, and for different provision to be made for different
kinds of premises. In particular it enables the regulations to set out, in relation to
particular denominations, who has the authority to decide whether civil partnerships
can be registered on any of their premises, and makes clear that nothing in the Civil
Partnership Act 2004 obliges any religious organisation to host civil partnerships if they
do not wish to.

632. 3.      It also inserts into section 6A definitions of “civil marriage” and “religious
premises”. Both definitions are the same as existing definitions in the Civil Partnership
Act 2004.

Background

633. 4.      The Civil Partnership Act 2004 included an express prohibition on civil
partnership registrations taking place in religious premises. The regulations governing
the approval of premises for the registration of civil partnerships are the Marriages
and Civil Partnerships (Approved Premises) Regulations 2005. They currently align
provision for civil partnerships with that for civil marriage.

Examples

• Regulations under section 6A could provide that, for example, Church of England premises
may be approved for the registration of civil partnerships only with the consent of the
General Synod of the Church of England.

• A couple seeking to register their civil partnership in a church that had not been approved
for that purpose could not require those responsible for the church to allow them to hold
the registration there. Nor could they require the denomination responsible for the church
to seek approval to enable this.
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