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LOCALISM ACT 2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY

Part 6: Planning

Chapter 6: Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects

Section 138: Procedural changes relating to applications for development consent

356. Section 138 amends sections 56, 60, 88, 89 and 102 of the Planning Act 2008, and
inserts new sections 56A, 88A, 102A and 102B.

357. Subsection (8) amends section 102 of the Planning Act 2008 to amend the definition of
interested party for the purposes of Chapter 4 of Part 6 of the Act. New subsection (1ZA)
of section 102 provides that a person ceases to be an interested party upon notifying
the Examining authority in writing that the person no longer wishes to be an interested
party.

358. Subsection (9) inserts new sections 102A and 102B in to the Planning Act 2008. Section
102A provides that a person may make a request to become an interested party where
they believe that they fall within one or more of the categories in section 102B and they
were not notified of the acceptance of the application by the applicant.

359. Section 88 of the Planning Act 2008 requires the Examining authority to make an initial
assessment of the principal issues arising on an application. When it has done this it
must hold a preliminary meeting, inviting the applicant and each other interested party.
Subsection (5) amends section 88 to provide that the Examining authority must also
invite each statutory party and each local authority within new section 88A (inserted
by subsection (6)) to the preliminary meeting.

360. Section 89 of the Planning Act 2008 requires the Examining authority, in the light of the
discussion at the preliminary meeting, to make procedural decisions in respect of the
examination of the application. The Examining authority must inform every interested
party of its decisions. Subsection (7) amends section 89 to provide that the Examining
authority must also inform each statutory party and local authority invited to the meeting
under section 88 of those decisions, and that those persons may notify the Examining
authority if they wish to become interested parties.

361. Subsections (2) to (4) make amendments which are consequential on the other
amendments made by the section.
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