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LONDON OLYMPIC GAMES AND PARALYMPIC

GAMES (AMENDMENT) ACT 2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Section 1 – Removal of infringing articles

New section 31C – Cases not involving criminal proceedings: vehicles

33. New section 31C deals with seized vehicles whose retention is not justified for
the purpose of enabling them to be used as evidence in criminal proceedings for
contravention of the regulations. “Vehicle” here and in new section 31B has the same
meaning as in the Vehicle Excise and Registration Act 1994 (i.e. a mechanically
propelled vehicle, or any thing (whether or not it is a vehicle) that has been, but has
ceased to be, a mechanically propelled vehicle).

34. If the ODA receives a written application for a vehicle’s return and is satisfied that the
applicant is the owner, it must (except where the vehicle has been seized on a previous
occasion) return the vehicle when retention is no longer justified for the purpose of
ending a contravention of the regulations or preventing a future contravention (unless
the owner disclaims the vehicle or refuses to accept it).

35. If the ODA does not receive such an application, it must request ownership particulars
for the vehicle from the Secretary of State (in practice the Driver and Vehicle Licensing
Agency (DVLA)). Once those particulars have been received, it must (except where
the vehicle has been seized on a previous occasion) return the vehicle to the owner
when retention is no longer justified for the purpose of ending a contravention of the
regulations or preventing a future contravention (unless the owner disclaims the vehicle
or refuses to accept it).

36. Where a vehicle has been seized on a previous occasion, the ODA must return it to the
owner as soon as is reasonably practicable after the expiry of the London Olympics
Period (unless the owner disclaims the vehicle or refuses to accept it). The London
Olympics Period, under section 1(3)(c) of the 2006 Act, ends with the fifth day after
the end of the closing ceremony of the London 2012 Paralympic Games.

37. If the owner disclaims a vehicle or refuses to accept it, the ODA must sell or otherwise
dispose of it in accordance with new section 31E (about which, see below).
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