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Health and Social Care Act 2012
2012 CHAPTER 7

PART 11

MISCELLANEOUS

Supervised community treatment under the Mental Health Act 1983

299 Certificate of consent of community patients to treatment

(1) Part 4A of the Mental Health Act 1983 (treatment of community patients not recalled
to hospital) is amended as follows.

(2) In section 64C (treatment of adult community patients), after subsection (4) insert—

“(4A) Where there is authority to give treatment by virtue of subsection (2)(a), the
certificate requirement is also met in respect of the treatment if the approved
clinician in charge of the treatment has certified in writing that the patient has
capacity to consent to the treatment and has consented to it.

(4B) But, if the patient has not attained the age of 18, subsection (4A) does not
apply to section 58A type treatment.”

(3) In section 64E (treatment of child community patients), in subsection (7)—
(a) for “(3) to (9)” substitute “(3) to (4A) and (5) to (9)”, and
(b) at the end insert “; and for the purpose of this subsection, subsection (4A) of

section 64C above has effect as if—
(a) the references to treatment were references only to section 58

type treatment,
(b) the reference to subsection (2)(a) of section 64C were a

reference to subsection (6)(a) of this section, and
(c) the reference to capacity to consent were a reference to

competence to consent.”

(4) After section 64F insert—
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“64FA Withdrawal of consent

(1) Where the consent of a patient to any treatment has been given as mentioned
in section 64C(2)(a) above for the purposes of section 64B or 64E above, the
patient may at any time before the completion of the treatment withdraw his
consent, and those sections shall then apply as if the remainder of the treatment
were a separate form of treatment.

(2) Subsection (3) below applies where—
(a) the consent of a patient to any treatment has been given as mentioned

in section 64C(2)(a) above for the purposes of section 64B or 64E
above; but

(b) before the completion of the treatment, the patient loses capacity or
(as the case may be) competence to consent to the treatment.

(3) The patient shall be treated as having withdrawn his consent and section 64B
or (as the case may be) section 64E above shall then apply as if the remainder
of the treatment were a separate form of treatment.

(4) Without prejudice to the application of subsections (1) to (3) above to any
treatment given under the plan of treatment to which a patient has consented, a
patient who has consented to such a plan may at any time withdraw his consent
to further treatment, or to further treatment of any description, under the plan.

(5) This section shall not preclude the continuation of any treatment, or of
treatment under any plan, pending compliance with section 58, 58A, 64B or
64E above if the approved clinician in charge of the treatment considers that
the discontinuance of the treatment, or of treatment under the plan, would
cause serious suffering to the patient.”

(5) In section 64H (certificates: supplementary provision)—
(a) in subsection (2), at the end insert “; and the regulations may make different

provision for the different descriptions of Part 4A certificate”, and
(b) in subsections (3), (4) and (5), after “Part 4A certificate” insert “that falls

within section 64C(4) above”.

(6) In section 17B of the Mental Health Act 1983 (conditions of community treatment
order), in subsection (3)(b), after “Part 4A of this Act” insert “that falls within
section 64C(4) below”.

(7) In section 61 of that Act (review of treatment), in subsection (1), after “that section)”
insert “that falls within section 64C(4) below”.

(8) In section 62A of that Act (treatment on recall of community patient or revocation of
order), in subsection (5), after “applies” insert “and the Part 4A certificate falls within
section 64C(4) below”.

(9) In subsection (6) of that section, after “58 or 58A above” insert “or 64B or 64E below”.

(10) After that subsection insert—

“(6A) In a case where this section applies and the certificate requirement is no
longer met for the purposes of section 64C(4A) below, the continuation of any
treatment, or of treatment under any plan, pending compliance with section 58
or 58A above or 64B or 64E below shall not be precluded if the approved
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clinician in charge of the treatment considers that the discontinuance of the
treatment, or of treatment under the plan, would cause serious suffering to the
patient.”
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