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EXPLANATORY NOTES

MARRIAGE (SAME SEX COUPLES) ACT 2013

INTRODUCTION

Background and summary

Background

Summary

Overview of the structure of the Act

Territorial extent and application

General

Provisions which extend to Scotland

Provisions which extend to Northern Ireland

Scotland

Wales

Northern Ireland

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS AND SCHEDULES

PART 1 – MARRIAGE OF SAME SEX COUPLES IN ENGLAND AND WALES

Extension of marriage

Section 1 – Extension of marriage to same sex couples

Religious protection

Section 2 – Marriage according to religious rites: no compulsion to solemnize
etc

PART 3 OF THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949

Section 3 – Marriage for which no opt-in necessary

Section 4 – Opt-in: marriage in places of worship

Section 5 – Opt-in: other religious ceremonies
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PART 5 OF THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949

Section 6 – Armed forces chapels

The Marriage (Registrar General’s Licence) Act 1970

Section 7 – Opt-in: “deathbed marriages”

The Church in Wales

Section 8 – Power to allow for marriage of same sex couples in Church in
Wales

Other provisions relating to marriages of same sex couples

Section 9 – Conversion of civil partnership into marriage

Section 10 – Extra-territorial matters

Effect of extension of marriage

Section 11 – Effect of extension of marriage

PART 2 – OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING TO MARRIAGE AND CIVIL
PARTNERSHIP

Section 12 – Change of gender of married persons or civil partners

Section 13 – Marriage overseas

Section 14 – Marriages according to the usages of belief organisations

Section 15 – Review of civil partnership

Section 16 – Survivor benefits under occupational pension schemes

PART 3 – FINAL PROVISIONS

Section 17 – Transitional and consequential provision

Section 18 – Orders and regulations

Section 19 – Interpretation

Section 20 – Extent

Section 21 – Short title and commencement

Schedule 1 – Registration of buildings etc

Introduction

Registration of buildings

Shared buildings

Schedule 2 – Extra-territorial matters
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PART 1 – ENGLISH AND WELSH MARRIAGES OF SAME SEX
COUPLES: TREATMENT IN SCOTLAND AND NORTHERN IRELAND

PART 2 – MARRIAGE TREATED AS CIVIL PARTNERSHIP:
DISSOLUTION, ANNULMENT OR SEPARATION

PART 3 – ENGLAND AND WALES: “OVERSEAS RELATIONSHIPS” IN
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004

Schedule 3 – Interpretation of legislation

PART 1 – EXISTING ENGLAND AND WALES LEGISLATION

PART 2 – NEW ENGLAND AND WALES LEGISLATION

Schedule 4 – Effect of extension of marriage: further provision

PART 1 – PRIVATE LEGAL INSTRUMENTS

PART 2 – PRESUMPTION ON BIRTH OF CHILD TO MARRIED
WOMAN

PART 3 – DIVORCE AND ANNULMENT OF MARRIAGE

PART 4 – MATRIMONIAL PROCEEDINGS

PART 5 – STATE PENSIONS

PART 6 – OCCUPATIONAL PENSIONS AND SURVIVOR BENEFITS

PART 7 – PROVISIONS WHICH LIMIT EQUIVALENCE OF ALL
MARRIAGES ETC

Schedule 5 – Change of gender of married persons or civil partners

PART 1

PART 2 – ALTERNATIVE GROUNDS FOR GRANTING APPLICATIONS
FOR GENDER RECOGNITION CERTIFICATES

Schedule 6 – Marriage overseas

PART 1 – CONSULAR MARRIAGE UNDER UK LAW

PART 2 – MARRIAGE UNDER FOREIGN LAW: CERTIFICATES OF NO
IMPEDIMENT

PART 3 – MARRIAGE OF FORCES PERSONNEL UNDER UK LAW

PART 4 – GENERAL PROVISIONS

Schedule 7 – Transitional and consequential provision etc

PART 1 – TRANSITIONAL AND TRANSITORY PROVISION

PART 2 – MINOR AND CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS

Commencement
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