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Anti-social Behaviour,
Crime and Policing Act 2014

2014 CHAPTER 12

PART 4

COMMUNITY PROTECTION

CHAPTER 2

PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDERS

Restrictions on public rights of way

64 Orders restricting public right of way over highway

(1) A local authority may not make a public spaces protection order that restricts the public
right of way over a highway without considering—

(a) the likely effect of making the order on the occupiers of premises adjoining
or adjacent to the highway;

(b) the likely effect of making the order on other persons in the locality;
(c) in a case where the highway constitutes a through route, the availability of a

reasonably convenient alternative route.

(2) Before making such an order a local authority must—
(a) notify potentially affected persons of the proposed order,
(b) inform those persons how they can see a copy of the proposed order,
(c) notify those persons of the period within which they may make representations

about the proposed order, and
(d) consider any representations made.
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In this subsection “potentially affected persons” means occupiers of premises adjacent
to or adjoining the highway, and any other persons in the locality who are likely to be
affected by the proposed order.

(3) Before a local authority makes a public spaces protection order restricting the public
right of way over a highway that is also within the area of another local authority, it
must consult that other authority if it thinks it appropriate to do so.

(4) A public spaces protection order may not restrict the public right of way over a
highway for the occupiers of premises adjoining or adjacent to the highway.

(5) A public spaces protection order may not restrict the public right of way over a
highway that is the only or principal means of access to a dwelling.

(6) In relation to a highway that is the only or principal means of access to premises
used for business or recreational purposes, a public spaces protection order may not
restrict the public right of way over the highway during periods when the premises
are normally used for those purposes.

(7) A public spaces protection order that restricts the public right of way over a highway
may authorise the installation, operation and maintenance of a barrier or barriers for
enforcing the restriction.

(8) A local authority may install, operate and maintain barriers authorised under
subsection (7).

(9) A highway over which the public right of way is restricted by a public spaces
protection order does not cease to be regarded as a highway by reason of the restriction
(or by reason of any barrier authorised under subsection (7)).

(10) In this section—
“dwelling” means a building or part of a building occupied, or intended to

be occupied, as a separate dwelling;
“highway” has the meaning given by section 328 of the Highways Act

1980.

65 Categories of highway over which public right of way may not be restricted

(1) A public spaces protection order may not restrict the public right of way over a
highway that is—

(a) a special road;
(b) a trunk road;
(c) a classified or principal road;
(d) a strategic road;
(e) a highway in England of a description prescribed by regulations made by the

Secretary of State;
(f) a highway in Wales of a description prescribed by regulations made by the

Welsh Ministers.

(2) In this section—
“classified road”, “special road” and “trunk road” have the meaning given

by section 329(1) of the Highways Act 1980;
“highway” has the meaning given by section 328 of that Act;
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“principal road” has the meaning given by section 12 of that Act (and see
section 13 of that Act);

“strategic road” has the meaning given by section 60(4) of the Traffic
Management Act 2004.


