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Childcare Payments Act 2014
2014 CHAPTER 28

Other enforcement powers

54 Set-off

(1) This section applies where—
(a) an amount (“the relevant debt”) is due and payable to HMRC under this Act

by a person who holds a childcare account in respect of a child,
(b) the childcare account is not active (see section 17(3)), and
(c) the relevant debt consists of an amount which the person is liable to pay

HMRC under any of sections 35 to 39 or section 40(1) (recovery of top-up
payments) as a result of something done, or omitted to be done, in connection
with that account or any other childcare account which the person has held
in respect of the child.

(2) If the account-holder makes a withdrawal from the childcare account, the amount
payable to HMRC under section 22 (the “corresponding top-up amount” of the
withdrawal) is to be set off against the relevant debt.

(3) In a case where the whole or part of the corresponding top-up amount of a withdrawal
(“the set-off amount”) is set off against the relevant debt, so much of the withdrawal
as generated the set-off amount is to be ignored for the purposes of section 19(8).
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