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Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017
2017 CHAPTER 20

PART 1

PLANNING

Local development documents

8 Content of development plan documents

(1) In section 19 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (preparation of local
development documents) after subsection (1A) insert—

“(1B) Each local planning authority must identify the strategic priorities for the
development and use of land in the authority's area.

(1C) Policies to address those priorities must be set out in the local planning
authority's development plan documents (taken as a whole).

(1D) Subsection (1C) does not apply in the case of a London borough council or
a Mayoral development corporation if and to the extent that the council or
corporation are satisfied that policies to address those priorities are set out in
the spatial development strategy.

(1E) If a combined authority established under section 103 of the Local
Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009 has the
function of preparing the spatial development strategy for the authority's area,
subsection (1D) also applies in relation to—

(a) a local planning authority whose area is within, or the same as, the
area of the combined authority, and

(b) the spatial development strategy published by the combined
authority.”

(2) In section 34 of that Act (guidance)—
(a) the existing words become subsection (1), and
(b) after that subsection insert—
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“(2) The Secretary of State must issue guidance for local planning
authorities on how their local development documents (taken as a
whole) should address housing needs that result from old age or
disability.”

(3) In section 35 of that Act (local planning authorities' monitoring reports) after
subsection (3) insert—

“(3A) Subsection (3B) applies if a London borough council or a Mayoral
development corporation have determined in accordance with section 19(1D)
that—

(a) policies to address the strategic priorities for the development and use
of land in their area are set out in the spatial development strategy, and

(b) accordingly, such policies will not to that extent be set out in their
development plan documents.

(3B) Each report by the council or corporation under subsection (2) must—
(a) indicate that such policies are set out in the spatial development

strategy, and
(b) specify where in the strategy those policies are set out.

(3C) If a combined authority established under section 103 of the Local Democracy,
Economic Development and Construction Act 2009 has the function of
preparing the spatial development strategy for the authority's area, subsections
(3A) and (3B) also apply in relation to—

(a) a local planning authority whose area is within, or the same as, the
area of the combined authority, and

(b) the spatial development strategy published by the combined
authority.”
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