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Copyright Act 1911
1911 CHAPTER 46

PART I

IMPERIAL COPYRIGHT

Application to British Possessions

25 Application of Act to British Dominions

(1) This Act, except such of the provisions thereof as are expressly restricted to the United
Kingdom, shall extend throughout His Majesty's dominions : Provided that it shall
not extend to a self-governing dominion, unless declared by the Legislature of that
dominion to be in force therein either without any modifications or additions, or with
such modifications and additions relating exclusively to procedure and remedies, or
necessary to adapt this Act to the circumstances of the dominion, as may be enacted
by such Legislature.

(2) If the Secretary of State certifies by notice published in the London Gazette that
any self-governing dominion has passed legislation under which works, the authors
whereof were at the date of the making of the works British subjects resident elsewhere
than in the dominion or (not being British subjects) were resident in the parts of
His Majesty's dominions to which this Act extends, enjoy within the dominion rights
substantially identical with those conferred by this Act, then, whilst such legislation
continues in force, the dominion shall, for the purposes of the rights conferred by this
Act, be treated as if it were a dominion to which this Act extends ; and it shall be lawful
for the Secretary of State to give such a certificate as aforesaid, notwithstanding that
the remedies for enforcing the rights, or the restrictions on the importation of copies
of works, manufactured in a foreign country, under the law of the dominion, differ
from those under this Act.

26 Legislative powers of self-governing Dominions

(1) The Legislature of any self-governing dominion may, at any time, repeal all or any
of the enactments relating to copyright passed by Parliament (including this Act) so



2 Copyright Act 1911 (c. 46)
PART I – Imperial Copyright

Document Generated: 2023-04-27
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted). This

item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

far as they are operative within that dominion: Provided that no such repeal shall
prejudicially affect any legal rights existing at the time of the repeal, and that, on
this Act or any part thereof being so repealed by the Legislature of a self-governing
dominion, that dominion shall cease to be a dominion to which this Act extends.

(2) In any self-governing dominion to which this Act does not extend, the enactments
repealed by this Act shall, so far as they are operative in that dominion, continue in
force until repealed by the Legislature of that dominion.

(3) Where His Majesty in Council is satisfied that the law of a self-governing dominion
to which this Act does not extend provides adequate protection within the dominion
for the works (whether published or unpublished) of authors who at the time of the
making of the work were British subjects resident elsewhere than in that dominion,
His Majesty in Council may, for the purpose of giving reciprocal protection, direct
that this Act, except such parts (if any) thereof as may be specified in the Order, and
subject to any conditions contained therein, shall, within the parts of His Majesty's
dominions to which this Act extends, apply to works the authors whereof were, at the
time of the making of the work, resident within the first-mentioned dominion, and to
works first published in that dominion ; but, save as provided by such an Order, works
the authors whereof were resident in a dominion to which this Act does not extend
shall not, whether they are British subjects or not, be entitled to any protection under
this Act except such protection as is by this Act conferred on works first published
within the parts of His Majesty's dominions to which this Act extends;

Provided that no such Order shall confer any rights within a self-governing dominion,
but the Governor in Council of any self-governing dominion to which this Act extends,
may, by Order, confer within that dominion the like rights as His Majesty in Council
is, under the foregoing provisions of this subsection, authorised to confer within other
parts of His Majesty's dominions.

For the purposes of this subsection, the expression " a " dominion to which this Act
extends" includes a dominion which is for the purposes of this Act to he treated as if
it were a dominion to which this Act extends.

27 Power of Legislatures of British possessions to pass supplemental legislation

The Legislature of any British possession to which this Act extends may modify or
add to any of the provisions of this Act in its application to the possession, but, except
so far as such modifications and additions relate to procedure and remedies, they shall
apply only to works the authors whereof were, at the time of the making of the work,
resident in the possession, and to works first published in the possession.

28 Application to protectorates

His Majesty may, by Order in Council, extend this Act to any territories under his
protection and to Cyprus, and on: the making of any such Order, this Act shall, subject
to the provisions of the Order, have effect as if the territories to which it applies or
Cyprus were part of His Majesty's dominions to which this Act extends.


