
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

Agriculture Act 1947
1947 CHAPTER 48

An Act to make further provision for agriculture. [6th August 1947]

BE it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

PART I

GUARANTEED PRICES AND ASSURED MARKETS.

1 Provisions for securing efficient agricultural production and proper agricultural
conditions.

(1) The following provisions of this Part of this Act shall have effect for the purpose
of promoting and maintaining, by the provision of guaranteed prices and assured
markets for the produce mentioned in the First Schedule to this Act, a stable and
efficient agricultural industry capable of producing such part of the nation's food and
other agricultural produce as in the national interest it is desirable to produce in the
United Kingdom, and of producing it at minimum prices consistently with proper
remuneration and living conditions for farmers and workers in agriculture and an
adequate return on capital invested in the industry.

(2) This Part of this Act shall extend to Scotland and Northern Ireland.

2 Annual and special reviews of condition of agricultural industry.

(1) As at such date in each year as the Ministers may determine, they shall review the
general economic condition and prospects of the agricultural industry.

(2) If it appears to the Ministers at any time between two annual reviews under the
last foregoing subsection that there has been, or there is likely to be, a change in
the economic condition of the agricultural industry or any section thereof, arising
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(otherwise than in the course of a continuous development) from a substantial
alteration of costs of production or any other special cause, and that the change is or is
likely to be of sufficient importance to require that the Ministers should exercise their
powers under this subsection, the Ministers may hold a special review of the matters
referred to in the last foregoing subsection, in so far as they are or may be affected
by the change.

(3) In holding any review under this section the Ministers shall consult with such bodies
of persons as appear to them to represent the interests of producers in the agricultural
industry.

3 Variation of factors determining operation of arrangements for providing
guaranteed prices and assured markets.

(1) Any fixing or variation of any price, method of calculating a price, or other factor
affecting the operation of any arrangements—

(a) which are in operation by virtue of any enactment (including an enactment
contained in this Part of this Act); and

(b) of which the object or one of the objects is the provision of guaranteed prices
or assured markets for producers of produce mentioned in the First Schedule
to this Act,

which under the enactments regulating the operation of the arrangements is authorised
or required to be carried out by a Minister or other authority shall be carried out in the
light of the Ministers' conclusions from reviews held by them under the last foregoing
section.

(2) Where in consequence of an annual or special review held by the Ministers under the
last foregoing section it appears to the appropriate Minister expedient so to do, or if
it appears to him otherwise expedient so to do in the public interest, he may by order
fix or vary any such price or other factor as aforesaid notwithstanding that under the
enactments regulating the operation of the arrangements in question there is no power
to fix or vary the factor or it would fall to be fixed or varied at some other time or in
some other manner or by some person other than him:

Provided that—
(a) the appropriate Minister shall not exercise his powers under this subsection

in any manner which in his opinion would reduce the amounts payable to
producers in respect of produce mentioned in the First Schedule to this Act
except where it appears to him expedient so to do in consequence of an annual
or special review held by the Ministers under the last foregoing section;

(b) where the appropriate Minister fixes or varies any factor appearing to him to
affect the quantity of any produce in relation to which any such arrangements
as aforesaid are to have effect, he shall so exercise his powers under this
section as to secure that all other factors appearing to him to affect the amounts
payable to producers under the said arrangements in respect of that produce
shall (except in so far as it appears to him, after considering any such other
factor which has already been fixed, that no variation thereof is expedient in
consequence of the fixing or variation of the said factor affecting quantity) be
fixed or varied as nearly as may be at the same time as he fixes or varies the
said factor affecting quantity.
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4 Power to supplement arrangements.

(1) Where it appears to the appropriate Minister that arrangements such as are mentioned
in subsection (1) of the last foregoing section which are in operation in the case of
any of the produce mentioned in the First Schedule to this Act are in any respect not
well adapted for securing their object, or that no satisfactory arrangements such as are
mentioned in the said subsection (1) are in operation in the case of that produce, he
may by order provide—

(a) for varying the methods by which under any such arrangements the object
thereof is to be achieved;

(b) where no such arrangements are in operation, for bringing into operation,
or where such arrangements are in operation for replacing or supplementing
them by, such provisions as appear to him expedient for providing guaranteed
prices or assured markets as mentioned in the said subsection (1), including
(but without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing provisions of this
paragraph) provisions for all or any of the following matters, that is to say—

(i) for securing that, subject to any specified limits of quantity, a producer
who has failed to effect a sale at a specified price through the ordinary
means of trading in produce mentioned in the First Schedule to this
Act shall, subject to the specified conditions, be enabled to sell the
produce at the specified price to such person as may be specified;

(ii) for authorising the purchase, by such person as may be specified and
subject to the specified conditions, of such produce as aforesaid which
the producer offers for sale in the specified manner;

(iii) for authorising the making of payments at the specified rate per acre
to producers of any such produce as aforesaid, subject to the specified
conditions and to any specified power to reduce or withhold payment
on specified grounds.

(2) No order under this section shall have effect after the expiration of the period of three
years from the passing of this Act:

Provided that at any time before the expiration of the said period of three years, or of
that period as extended under this proviso, the Ministers may by order direct that the
said period shall be extended for a further year.

(3) The provisos to subsection (2) of the last foregoing section shall apply for the
purposes of subsection (1) of this section as they apply for the purposes of the said
subsection (2), and no order shall be made under subsection (1) of this section except
after consultation with such bodies of persons as appear to the appropriate Minister to
represent the interests of producers of the produce in question.

5 Provisions for enabling producers to plan ahead.

(1) The appropriate Minister shall exercise his powers under the foregoing provisions of
this Part of this Act so as to secure—

(a) in the case of produce mentioned in the First Schedule to this Act being wheat,
barley, oats, rye, potatoes or sugar beet, that the relevant factors determined
in consequence of any annual review are determined in the year in which the
review is held and so as to relate to the crops harvested in the year beginning
on the first day of July in the calendar year next following that in which the
review is held;
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(b) in the case of any other produce mentioned in the said First Schedule, that
the relevant factors determined in consequence of any annual review are
determined as soon as may be after the completion thereof and so as to apply to
such produce referable to the period of one year beginning on such date after
the completion of the review as may be specified by the appropriate Minister
at the time when the factors are determined.

(2) The Ministers shall, in the light of their conclusions from the annual review held by
them in the year nineteen hundred and forty-eight and each subsequent alternate year,
by order fix minimum terms for the relevant factors relating to the following produce
mentioned in the First Schedule to this Act, that is to say milk, cattle, sheep, pigs
and eggs; and where minimum terms have been fixed for any relevant factor that
factor shall not, so far as it relates to any of the said produce referable to the period
of two years beginning on the specified date in the second calendar year after the
year in which the review in question was held, be fixed or varied, whether under the
foregoing provisions oi this Part of this Act or otherwise, so as to be less beneficial to
the producer than if it had been fixed or varied in accordance with the minimum terms.

(3) The periods to which produce is to be referable for the purposes of the two last
foregoing subsections shall be determined by order of the Minister or Ministers therein
referred to.

(4) In this section the expression " relevant factor " means any factor which appears
to the Minister or Ministers making the order in question to affect, under any such
arrangements as are referred to in subsection (1) of section three of this Act, the
amounts payable to producers in respect of the produce in question, being a factor as
to which the Minister or Ministers in question is or are of opinion that it is practicable
at the time required by subsection (1) or subsection (2) of this section, as the case may
be, to determine the factor or to fix minimum terms therefor.

6 Power to vary scheduled produce.

(1) The Ministers may, after consultation with such bodies of persons as appear to them
to represent the interests of producers of the produce in question, by order direct that
the First Schedule to this Act shall have effect, for the purposes of all or any of the
provisions of this Part of this Act, with the addition thereto of any such produce as
may be specified.

(2) Any order under this section may make such modifications of the provisions of the last
foregoing section as appear to the Ministers consequential on the making of the order.

7 Orders under Part I.

(1) Any order under this Part of this Act shall be made with the approval of the Treasury.

(2) An order under section four or six of this Act shall be of no effect unless approved by
resolution of each House of Parliament.

(3) Any other order under this Part of this Act shall be laid before Parliament forthwith
after being made, and if either House of Parliament, within the period of forty days
beginning with the day on which the order is laid before it, resolves that an Address
be presented to His Majesty praying that the order be annulled, no further proceedings
shall be taken thereunder after the date of the resolution, and His Majesty may by Order
in Council revoke the order, so, however, that any such resolution and revocation shall
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be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under the order or to
the making of a new order.

In reckoning any such period of forty days as aforesaid, no account shall be taken
of any time during which Parliament is dissolved or prorogued or during which both
Houses are adjourned for more than four days.

(4) An order under this Part of this Act may make different provisions for different
circumstances, and in particular in relation to any produce may make different
provisions for different qualities or descriptions thereof or for different seasons of the
year or according to the purpose for which the produce is to be used.

(5) In this Part of this Act the expression " specified " means specified by or under an
order under this Part of this Act.

(6) For the purposes of any order made by a Minister and relating to produce mentioned
in the First Schedule to this Act, a certificate of that Minister whether the object or
one of the objects of any arrangements is such as is mentioned in paragraph (b) of
subsection (1) of section three of this Act shall be conclusive.

8 Interpretation of Part I.

(1) In this Part of this Act the expression " the Ministers " means the Minister of
Agriculture and Fisheries and the Secretaries of State concerned with agriculture in
Scotland and Northern Ireland, acting jointly; and the expression " the appropriate
Minister " means in relation to any part of the United Kingdom the Minister concerned
with agriculture therein or the Minister of Food.

(2) Reference in this Part of this Act to the provision of guaranteed prices for producers
shall include references to the provision of payments to them (whether by reference
to acreage or otherwise) in respect of produce mentioned in the First Schedule to this
Act, as an alternative to the provision of guaranteed prices.

PART II

GOOD ESTATE MANAGEMENT AND GOOD HUSBANDRY.

9 Duties of good estate management and good husbandry.

The following provisions of this Part of this Act shall have effect for the purpose of
securing that owners of agricultural land fulfil their responsibilities to manage the
land in accordance with the rules of good estate management, and that occupiers of
agricultural land fulfil their responsibilities to farm the land in accordance with the
rules of good husbandry.

Rules of good estate management and good husbandry.

10 Good estate management.

(1) For the purposes of this Act, an owner of agricultural land shall be deemed to fulfil his
responsibilities to manage it in accordance with the rules of good estate management
in so far as his management of the land and (so far as it affects the management of
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that land) of other land managed by him is such as to be reasonably adequate, having
regard to the character and situation of the land and other relevant circumstances, to
enable an occupier of the land reasonably skilled in husbandry to maintain efficient
production as respects both the kind of produce and the quality and quantity thereof.

(2) In determining whether the management of land is such as aforesaid, regard shall be
had, but without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of the last foregoing
subsection, to the extent to which the owner is providing, improving, maintaining and
repairing fixed equipment on the land in so. far as is necessary to enable an occupier of
the land reasonably skilled in husbandry to maintain efficient production as aforesaid.

(3) The responsibilities under the rules of good estate management of an owner of land in
the occupation of another person shall not in relation to the maintenance and repair of
fixed equipment include an obligation to do anything which that other person is under
an obligation to do by virtue of any agreement.

11 Good husbandry.

(1) For the purposes of this Act, the occupier of an agricultural unit shall be deemed to
fulfil his responsibilities to farm it in accordance with the rules of good husbandry
in so far as the extent to which and the manner in which the unit is being farmed (as
respects both the kind of operations carried out and the way in which they are carried
out) is such that, having regard to the character and situation of the unit, the standard
of management thereof by the owner and other relevant circumstances, the occupier
is maintaining a reasonable standard of efficient production, as respects both the kind
of produce and the quality and quantity thereof, while keeping the unit in a condition
to enable such a standard to be maintained in the future.

(2) In determining whether the manner in which a unit is being farmed is such as aforesaid,
regard shall be had, but without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of the last
foregoing subsection, to the extent to which—

(a) permanent pasture is being properly mown or grazed and maintained in a good
state of cultivation and fertility and in good condition,"

(b) the manner in which arable land is being cropped is such as to maintain
that land clean and in a good .state of cultivation and fertility and in good
condition;

(c) the unit is properly stocked where the system of farming practised requires
the keeping of livestock, and an efficient standard of management of livestock
is maintained where livestock are kept and of breeding where the breeding of
livestock is carried out;

(d) the necessary steps are being taken to secure and maintain crops and livestock
free from disease and from infestation by insects and other pests;

(e) the necessary steps are being taken for the protection and preservation of crops
harvested or lifted, or in course of being harvested or lifted;

(f) the necessary work of maintenance and repair is being carried out.

(3) The responsibilities under the rules of good husbandry of an occupier of an agricultural
unit which is not owned by him shall not include an obligation to carry out any work
of maintenance or repair which the owner of the unit or any part thereof is under an
obligation to carry out in order to fulfil his responsibilities to manage in accordance
with the rules of good estate management.
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Supervision Orders.

12 Power of Minister to supervise estate management and husbandry.

(1) Where the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries (hereafter in this Act referred
to as " the Minister ") is satisfied that the owner of agricultural land is not
fulfilling his responsibilities to manage the land in accordance with the rules of good
estate management, or that the occupier of an agricultural unit is not fulfilling his
responsibilities to farm the unit in accordance with the rules of good husbandry, the
Minister, after affording to the owner or occupier, as the case may be, an opportunity
of making representations to the Minister, whether in writing or on being heard by
a person appointed by the Minister, may by order (hereafter in this Part of this Act
referred to as a " supervision order ") place the owner under the Minister's supervision
so far as relates to his management of the land, or the occupier under the Minister's
supervision so far as relates to his farming of the unit, as the case may be; and while
such an order is in force—

(a) any person authorised by the Minister in that behalf may at all reasonable
times enter upon the land to which the order relates for the purpose of
inspecting the way in which it is being managed or farmed, as the case may be ;

(b) the Minister shall have the powers of direction and dispossession conferred
by the following provisions of this Part of this Act.

For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared that the fact that a person is both the
occupier of the unit and also the owner of the unit or part thereof does not prevent the
making of orders under this subsection placing him under supervision both in relation
to farming and in relation to management.

(2) While a supervision order is in force, the Minister shall from time to time review the
management (if the order relates to management) or the farming (if the order relates
to farming) of the land or agricultural unit to which the order relates, and—

(a) a review shall be held under this subsection as soon as may be after the
expiration of twelve months from the coming into operation of the order, and,
where one or more reviews have already been held under this subsection in
relation to the order, such a review shall be held as soon as may be after the
expiration of twelve months from the previous or last such review;

(b) a review under this subsection shall be held after affording to the person
to whom the order relates an opportunity of making representations to the
Minister, whether in writing or on being heard by a person appointed by the
Minister.

(3) Where a supervision order is in force and the Minister is satisfied that by reason of
the standard of management or husbandry, as the case may be, attained by the person
to whom the order relates it is no longer necessary that the order should continue in
force, the Minister shall revoke the order:

Provided that the revocation of the order shall not affect any direction given thereunder
in so far as it is in force immediately before the revocation of the order.

(4) Forthwith after the making of a supervision order the Minister shall serve a copy of
the order on the person to whom it relates, and forthwith after the revocation of such
an order the Minister shall serve notice of the revocation on the person to whom the
order related.

(5) Where the owner of land is not also the occupier thereof—
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(a) an opportunity of making representations to the Minister shall be afforded
under subsection (1) or (2) of this section both to the owner and to the occupier,
and not only to the person for whose supervision the Minister is considering
making the order or the person to whom the order relates, as the case may be;

(b) any service of a copy of an order or of a notice required by the last foregoing
subsection shall be effected both on the owner and on the occupier, and not
only on the person to whom the order relates or related.

(6) Forthwith after the making of a supervision order it shall be registered, in the manner
provided for under paragraph (b) of this subsection, in the register of local land charges
by the proper officer of the council of each county borough or county district in which
the land to which the order relates or any part thereof is situated, or, if that land or any
part thereof is situated in the administrative county of London, by the proper officer
of the London County Council; and—

(a) it shall be the duty of the Minister forthwith after a supervision order has been
made to notify that fact to the proper officer of any council by whom the order
is required to be registered as aforesaid and to furnish to him all information
relating to the order requisite in that behalf;

(b) the power conferred by subsection (6) of section fifteen of the Land Charges
Act, 1925, to make rules for giving effect to the provisions of that section shall
be exercisable for giving effect to the provisions of this subsection.

(7) If while a supervision order is in force in relation to the farming of an agricultural unit
additional land becomes comprised in the unit, the supervision order shall by virtue of
this subsection extend to the farming of that additional land, and references in this Act
to the coming into operation of the order shall be construed as references to the date
at which the order originally came into operation as well in relation to the additional
land as in relation to any other land to which the order relates:

Provided that nothing in this subsection shall be construed as imposing on any person
any liability with respect to the additional land at a date before it became part of the
said agricultural unit.

13 Changes of owner or occupier effected without approval of Minister not to
invalidate supervision orders.

Where a supervision order is in force in respect of an owner or occupier, any
disposition of land to which the order relates, other than a testamentary disposition,
whereby some other person becomes the owner or occupier of that land shall not,
unless approved by the Minister either before or after the disposition is completed,
affect the continued operation of the supervision order, and accordingly in default of
such approval the supervision order shall continue in force so far as it relates to that
land (but subject to the provisions of subsection (3) of the last foregoing section) as
if it had been made so as to relate to the new owner or occupier, as the case may be,
as well as to the former owner or occupier.

Directions to secure good estate management and good husbandry.

14 Directions to secure good estate management and good husbandry.

(1) Where a supervision order is in force, the Minister, after affording to the person to
whom the order relates an opportunity of making representations to the Minister,
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whether in writing or on being heard by a person appointed by the Minister, may by
notice in writing served on the person to whom the order relates give to that person
such directions as the Minister is satisfied are required—

(a) where the order is for the supervision of the management of land, to secure that
the said person fulfils his responsibilities to manage the land in accordance
with the rules of good estate management;

(b) where the order is for the supervision of the farming of an agricultural unit,
to secure that the said person fulfils his responsibilities to farm the unit in
accordance with the rules of good husbandry.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of the last foregoing subsection,
in so far as it appears to the Minister requisite for the purposes of that subsection—

(a) a direction under paragraph (a) thereof may impose requirements, restrictions
or prohibitions as to the carrying out of work and may require that the
management to which the direction relates shall be entrusted to a person
appointed by the owner to whom the direction relates and approved by the
Minister;

(b) a direction under paragraph (b) thereof may impose requirements, restrictions
or prohibitions as to the carrying out of work and as to the purpose for which
and the manner in which land is to be used for agricultural production:

Provided that a direction under the said paragraph (b) shall not be given to the tenant
of a holding (as defined in the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1923, and Part III of this
Act) to carry out on the holding any improvement falling within Part I of the Third
Schedule to this Act unless either the landlord has (whether on the application of the
tenant or of the Minister) consented in accordance with the said Part III to the carrying
out of the improvement or by virtue of the provisions of the said Act of 1923 and this
Act relating to market gardens compensation for the carrying out of the improvement
does not depend on the landlord's consent thereto.

(3) Any direction requiring only the doing of one or more of the following things, that is
to say, the provision, improvement, maintenance or repair of fixed equipment, which
could be given under subsection (1) of this section while a supervision order is in force
may be given notwithstanding that no such order is in force.

(4) If any person to whom a direction is given under this section contravenes or fails
to comply with the direction, he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding one hundred pounds.

(5) Without prejudice to the bringing of proceedings under the last foregoing subsection,
where a direction under this section to carry out any work is not complied with any
person authorised by the Minister in that behalf may enter upon the land to which
the direction relates and any other land managed or, as the case may be, farmed
in conjunction therewith, and carry out the work required by the direction, and the
reasonable cost of carrying out work in the exercise of powers conferred by this
subsection shall be recoverable by the Minister from the person to whom the direction
was given.

(6) Any dispute arising under the last foregoing subsection as to what is the reasonable
cost of any work shall be determined by the arbitration of an arbitrator appointed in
default of agreement by the President of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.

(7) Any person who obstructs a person acting in the exercise of powers conferred by
subsection (5) of this section shall be liable on summary conviction to imprisonment
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for a term not exceeding three months or to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds
or to both such imprisonment and such fine.

(8) Where a direction under this section provides for the doing of anything within a
specified time and (whether before or after the expiration of the said time) the Minister
is satisfied that it is reasonable that the said time should be extended, he may extend
it accordingly.

15 Supplementary provisions as to directions.

(1) The Minister shall not give to the owner of land consisting of or comprised in
any agricultural unit a direction under the last foregoing section to provide fixed
equipment on that land until, after affording to the owner an opportunity of making
representations to the Minister, as required by subsection (1) thereof, the Minister has
given to the owner notice in writing of the proposal to give the direction, specifying
the nature of the direction which the Minister proposes to give.

The references in this and the next following subsection to the provision of fixed
equipment include references to the provision thereof by the conversion of existing
fixed equipment and the improvement thereof by the enlargement of buildings.

(2) An owner to whom notice of a proposal is given under the last foregoing subsection
may require that the proposal shall be referred to the Agricultural Land Tribunal
established under Part V of this Act, and the provisions of the said Part V shall apply
accordingly, in any case in which the owner proves to the satisfaction of the Tribunal
that—

(a) the estimated reasonable cost of the work involved in the proposal, and
(b) the cost borne by the owner of any other work for providing fixed equipment

on the agricultural unit carried out within the two years immediately preceding
the service of the notice, being work requisite for compliance with the
owner's responsibilities to manage in accordance with the rules of good estate
management,

together exceed the annual value of the land owned by him and comprised in the
agricultural unit, or in any case in which either an authority or person has at the time
when the notice is given power without further authorisation to acquire compulsorily
the land to which the notice relates or at that time that land is designated by a
development plan under the enactments relating to town and country planning as
subject to compulsory acquisition, or designated by an order under section one of the
New Towns Act, 1946.

For the purposes of this subsection, the annual value of land shall be taken to be the
annual value thereof as determined for the purposes of income tax under Schedule
A of the Income Tax Act, 1918, at the time when the notice under the last foregoing
subsection was given, or, if the land is not a unit for which the annual value was
then determined for those purposes, such proportion thereof as the Agricultural Land
Tribunal may determine to be appropriate.

(3) Where, for the purposes of determining whether a direction under the last foregoing
section is to be given to the owner or occupier of land which is let, it is necessary
to ascertain the respective liabilities of the owner and occupier under the contract of
tenancy in relation to fixed equipment, the Minister may by notice in writing served
on the owner or the occupier require him within twenty-one days from the service
of the notice if there is an agreement in writing relating to the said liabilities to send
or produce the agreement or a copy thereof for inspection by such person as may be
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specified in the notice, and in any case within the said twenty-one days to furnish in
such manner and to such person as may be so specified such information as to the said
liabilities of the owner and occupier, in so far as they do not depend on an agreement
in writing, as may be so specified, and—

(a) if where a requirement is made under this subsection an owner or occupier
fails to comply therewith, he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine
not exceeding twenty pounds, and to a further fine not exceeding five pounds
for each day after conviction on which the failure continues;

(b) if in purported compliance with such a requirement an owner or occupier
knowingly or recklessly furnishes any copy of an agreement or any
information which is false in any material particular, he shall be liable to the
penalties specified in subsection (7) of the last foregoing section.

(4) Where a direction is proposed to be given under the last foregoing section to an owner
who is not the occupier of the land in question or to an occupier who is not the
owner thereof, and the proposed direction would require the provision, improvement,
maintenance or repair of fixed equipment, or the ploughing-up of permanent pasture,
an opportunity of making representations to the Minister shall be afforded under
subsection (1) of the last foregoing section both to the owner and to the occupier, and
not only to the person to whom it is proposed to give the direction.

(5) The provisions of the Second Schedule to this Act shall have effect where a direction is
given under the last foregoing section requiring the ploughing-up of permanent pasture
or the carrying out of other acts of cultivation.

(6) Where the tenant of a holding (as defined in the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1923, and
Part III of this Act) in pursuance of a direction under the last foregoing section carries
out on the holding any improvement specified in Part II of the Third Schedule to this
Act, the direction shall have effect, as respects the right of the tenant to compensation
for the improvement, as if it were the approval of the Minister given in accordance
with the said Part III to the carrying out of the improvement, and—

(a) without prejudice to the provisions of subsection (4) of this section the
direction shall be given after affording to the tenant and to the landlord an
opportunity of making representations to the Minister, whether in writing or
on being heard by a person appointed by the Minister;

(b) the direction may impose on the tenant such terms, whether as to reduction of
the compensation which would be payable apart from the terms or as to other
matters, as appear to the Minister to be just.

(7) Where the Minister proposes to give such a direction as is mentioned in subsection (1)
of this section, or where a proposal to give such a direction is referred to the
Agricultural Land Tribunal in accordance with subsection (2) thereof, the Minister or,
as the case may be, the Tribunal may require the surveyor of taxes for the district in
which the land is situated to furnish information as to the annual value of the land as
determined for the purposes mentioned in the said subsection (2).

Dispossession of owners or occupiers on grounds
of bad estate management or bad husbandry.

16 Dispossession on grounds of bad estate management.

(1) Where a supervision order is in force in relation to the management of land, and the
Minister is satisfied that the management thereof does not while the order is in force
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show satisfactory improvement, and certifies accordingly, the Minister shall subject
to the provisions of this section have power to purchase compulsorily in accordance
with the provisions of this Act in that behalf the land to which the order relates or any
part of that land.

(2) Where the Minister proposes to purchase any land under the last foregoing subsection
and is satisfied that it is necessary for the purpose of securing the proper management
thereof that he should acquire any other land which is being managed by the same
person in conjunction with the first-mentioned land, and certifies accordingly, the
Minister shall subject to the provisions of this section have power to purchase that
other land compulsorily in accordance with the provisions aforesaid.

(3) Where any person having an interest in land, by notice in writing served on the
Minister within six months of the giving by the Minister of a certificate under the
foregoing provisions of this section relating to any other land, represents to the
Minister that the first-mentioned land was at the time when the certificate was given
being managed in conjunction with that other land and that it is not reasonably
practicable to manage it except in conjunction therewith, and requires that the
Minister shall purchase the said interest, then unless the Minister is satisfied that the
representation is not justified and certifies accordingly before the expiration of the
prescribed period, the Minister shall be deemed on the date on which the said period
expires to have been authorised to purchase the interest compulsorily in accordance
with the provisions of this Act in that behalf and to have served a notice to treat in
respect of the interest on that date.

The power conferred by subsection (2) of section five of the Acquisition of Land
(Assessment of Compensation) Act, 1919, to withdraw a notice to treat shall not be
exercisable in the case of a notice to treat which is deemed to have been served by
virtue of this subsection.

(4) The Minister shall not give any certificate under subsection (1), (2) or (3) of this
section until, after affording to any such person as is specified in subsection (6) of this
section an opportunity of making representations to the Minister, whether in writing
or on being heard by a person appointed by the Minister, the Minister has given to any
such person as is so specified notice in writing of the proposal to give the certificate
together with such particulars as appear to the Minister requisite for informing him of
the general grounds on which the Minister is satisfied as mentioned in subsection (1)
of this section.

(5) Any person to whom notice of a proposal is given under the last foregoing subsection
may require that the proposal shall be referred to the Agricultural Land Tribunal
established under Part V of this Act, and the provisions in that behalf of the said Part
V shall apply accordingly.

(6) The persons referred to in subsection (4) of this section are, in the case of a proposed
certificate under subsection (1) or (2) of this section—

(a) every person on whom under paragraph 3 of the First Schedule to the
Acquisition of Land (Authorisation Procedure) Act, 1946, and apart from
any direction under that paragraph, a notice would be required to be served
of a proposed compulsory purchase order under that Act authorising the
compulsory purchase of the land to which the proposed certificate is to relate,
and

(b) if the certificate relates to land which is settled land within the meaning of
the Settled Land Act, 1925, any other person entered on the register kept for
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the purposes of this Part of this Act who is a trustee of the settlement or who
under the settlement has a vested interest in the land immediately following
upon the interest of the person beneficially entitled to the land in possession,
or who being an infant is beneficially entitled to the land in possession:

in the case of a proposed certificate under subsection (3) of this section, the person by
whom the representation in question was made.

(7) No certificate under subsection (1) or (2) of this section shall be given until not less
than twelve months has expired from the coming into operation of the supervision
order in question, except where the person who for the time being is the owner to
whom the order relates has failed to comply with any direction under the foregoing
provisions of this Part of this Act given to him as the owner—

(a) in the case of a proposed certificate under subsection (1) of this section, of the
land to which the proposed certificate is to relate,

(b) in the case of a proposed certificate under subsection (2) thereof, of the land
proposed to be acquired under subsection (1) of this section;

and no person on whom a notice to treat is served under powers conferred by either of
the said subsections (1) and (2) shall be required to convey his interest to the Minister,
or if he is in occupation of the land in question to give up the occupation thereof,
before the expiration of three months from the service of the notice to treat.

17 Dispossession on grounds of bad husbandry.

(1) Where a supervision order is in force in relation to the farming of an agricultural unit,
and the Minister is satisfied that the farming thereof does not while the order is in
force show satisfactory improvement, then subject to the provisions of this section—

(a) where in the case of any land comprised in the unit the occupier is not the
owner thereof, the Minister shall have power by order to terminate his interest
in that land, or any part thereof specified in the order, as from such date not
earlier than three months after the making of the order as may be specified
therein, and to require that the owner shall as from the said date either farm it
himself, if he so elects and the Minister approves, or let it to a tenant approved
by the Minister;

(b) where in the case of any land comprised in the unit the occupier is the owner
thereof, the Minister shall have power by order to direct that as from such date
as aforesaid the occupier shall give up his occupation of that land, or any part
thereof specified in the order, and let it to a tenant approved by the Minister.

(2) The Minister shall not make an order under the last foregoing subsection until, after
affording to the occupier and, in the case of a proposal to make an order under
paragraph (a) thereof, to the owner of the land to which the proposed order is to
relate an opportunity of making representations to the Minister, whether in writing or
on being heard by a person appointed by the Minister, the Minister has given to the
occupier, and in such a case as aforesaid to the said owner, notice in writing of the
proposal to make the order, together with such particulars as appear to the Minister
requisite for informing the recipient of the notice as to the general grounds on which
the Minister is satisfied as mentioned in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) An occupier or owner to whom notice of a proposal is given under the last foregoing
subsection may require that the proposal shall be referred to the Agricultural Land
Tribunal established under Part V of this Act, and the provisions in that behalf of the
said Part V shall apply accordingly.
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(4) No order under subsection (1) of this section shall be made until not less than
twelve months has expired from the coming into operation of the supervision order in
question, except where the person who for the time being is the occupier to whom the
supervision order relates has failed to comply with any direction under the foregoing
provisions of this Part of this Act given to him as the occupier of land comprised in
the agricultural unit to which the proposed order under subsection (1) of this section
is to relate.

(5) For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared that the termination under
paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section of the interest of a tenant in any land
is to be treated, for the purposes of the provisions relating to compensation of the
Agricultural Holdings Act, 1923, and of Part III of this Act, as the termination of his
tenancy of the land, but nothing in this section shall be construed as entitling the tenant
to any compensation for disturbance.

(6) Where under paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section an order is made
terminating the interest of a tenant in part only of a holding (as defined in the said Act
of 1923 and Part III of this Act).—

(a) the said provisions relating to compensation shall apply as if the part to which
the order relates were a separate holding; and

(b) the tenant shall be entitled to a reduction of rent proportionate to the part to
which the order relates, and the amount of that reduction shall be settled by
arbitration under the said Act of 1923.

(7) Where the interest of an occupier in any land is terminated under subsection (1) of
this section, or an occupier is required thereunder to give up his occupation of any
land, and at any time after the date specified for the purposes of that subsection the
occupier remains in possession of the land, the Minister may make complaint to a
court of summary jurisdiction and thereupon the court shall by its warrant order vacant
possession of the land to be given to the Minister forthwith.

A warrant under this subsection shall subject to the necessary modifications be in the
form set out in the Schedule to the Small Tenements Recovery Act, 1838, or in a form
to the like effect.

18 Power of Minister to take possession where occupier dispossessed and no other
arrangements made.

(1) Where, at the date as from which a person is required under paragraph (a) or (b) of
subsection (1) of the last foregoing section himself to farm any land or to let it to a
person approved by the Minister, the person on whom the requirement is imposed has
not complied therewith, the Minister may take possession of the land for the purpose
of farming it, and—

(a) on the Minister taking possession of the land any tenancy thereof granted
without the Minister's approval and since the imposition of the requirement
shall be deemed to have terminated by reason of a notice to quit duly given
by the landlord, and

(b) subsection (7) of the last foregoing section shall apply in relation to the tenant
whose tenancy is deemed to have terminated as aforesaid as it applies in
relation to an occupier whose interest is terminated under subsection (1) of
that section.
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(2) While the Minister is in possession of land under this section, it shall be his duty to
secure that it is farmed in accordance with the rules of good husbandry either—

(a) by a person acting under the direction of the Minister, or
(b) by a person entrusted by the Minister with the farming thereof on such terms,

being terms which in the opinion of the Minister would be appropriate to a
letting thereof to a tenant from year to year, as may be agreed between the
Minister and the said person;

and subject to the provisions of this section the Minister and the person who, apart
from any tenancy deemed to have terminated under paragraph (a) of subsection (1)
of this section, for the time being would be entitled to possession of the land but
for the exercise by the Minister of his powers under this section (hereafter in this
section referred to as " the landlord ") shall have the like rights against and liabilities
to each other as if the Minister were a tenant of the land under a tenancy from year
to year beginning on the date on which the Minister took possession of the land and
granted by the landlord under a tenancy agreement containing such provisions (other
than provisions as to rent or any such payment as is mentioned in the next following
subsection) as may be agreed between the Minister and the landlord, and providing
for the making of payments by the Minister of such amounts at such times as a tenant
under such an agreement might reasonably be expected to make by way of rent.

(3) On the Minister taking possession of land under this section there shall be
ascertained—

(a) the amount (if any) in addition to rent which might reasonably have been
expected to be payable by an incoming tenant, under the agreement referred
to in the last foregoing subsection, in respect of tilings previously done for the
purposes of the farming of the land, and in respect of seeds, tillages, growing
crops and other matters;

(b) the cost of the carrying out of any work which under the rules of good
husbandry or under a contract of tenancy ought to have been carried out on
the land by the occupier before the Minister took possession thereof, being
work which is necessary for putting the land into good tenantable condition,

and if the said amount is greater than the said cost the difference shall be recoverable
from the Minister by the landlord, and if less the difference shall be recoverable from
the landlord by the Minister.

(4) Where the Minister has taken possession of land under this section in consequence of
the termination of the interest of a tenant, then without prejudice to the responsibilities
of the landlord under the rules of good estate management he shall be liable to the
Minister to carry out any work which under the contract of tenancy with the tenant
the owner of the reversion expectant upon the termination of the tenancy was liable
to carry out, being work which is necessary for putting the land into good tenantable
condition; and any such liability shall be enforceable by the Minister in like manner
as if it were imposed by the agreement referred to in subsection (2) of this section.

(5) The Minister shall be entitled to continue in possession of land under this section—
(a) where it is being farmed by a person acting under the direction of the Minister,

and it is shown to the Minister that the landlord has made arrangements
satisfactory to the Minister for the farming of the land by himself or by
a person approved by the Minister, until the next twenty-ninth day of
September, eleventh day of October, twenty-fifth day of March, or sixth day
of April, as may be specified in a notice in writing served on the Minister by
the landlord not later than two months before the said day;
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(b) where it is being farmed by a person to whom the Minister has entrusted the
farming thereof, until that person is entitled to possession of the land as tenant
thereof under an agreement with the landlord approved by the Minister.

(6) Nothing in subsection (2) of this section shall entitle the Minister, on giving up
possession of land, to compensation for disturbance; but save as aforesaid that
subsection shall apply as if when the Minister gives up possession he were quitting
the land on the termination of the tenancy referred to in that subsection by notice to
quit duly given by the landlord.

(7) The enactments relating to income tax and the enactments relating to land tax, and in
particular such of those enactments as relate to the deduction of tax from rent and to
the taxation of excess rents, shall apply—

(a) in relation to payments made under subsection (2) of this section by the
Minister to the landlord, as if the Minister were a tenant and the landlord were
a lessor of the land under such a tenancy agreement as is mentioned in the said
subsection (2) and the payments were rent paid thereunder;

(b) in relation to payments made by any such person as is mentioned in
paragraph (b) of that subsection to the Minister, as if the said person were
a tenant and the Minister were a lessor of the land under such a letting
as is mentioned in the said paragraph (b) and the payments were rent paid
thereunder.

(8) Any question arising under subsections (2) to (6) of this section between the Minister
and the landlord shall in default of agreement be determined by arbitration under the
Agricultural Holdings Act, 1923.

19 Power of tenant or landlord to apply for dispossession of owner or occupier
under supervision.

(1) On any review under subsection (2) of section twelve of this Act of the management
of land or farming of an agricultural unit of which the owner is not also the occupier.—

(a) if the review is of management, the representations under paragraph (b) of
that subsection of the occupier may include a request that the Minister shall
exercise his powers under subsection (1) of section sixteen of this Act in
relation to the land;

(b) if the review is of farming, the representations under the said paragraph (b)
of any owner of land comprised in the agricultural unit may include a request
that the Minister shall exercise his powers under subsection (1) of section
seventeen of this Act in relation to the said land.

(2) Where such a request is made the Minister shall not comply therewith unless he
is satisfied that the management or farming, as the case may be, has not shown
satisfactory improvement while the supervision order has been in force, but save as
aforesaid may, subject to the provisions of this section, either comply with or refuse
the request.

(3) If the Minister proposes to refuse such a request, he shall give notice in writing of his
proposal to the owner and to the occupier.

(4) If before the expiration of the prescribed period from the making of such a request no
notice has been given either under the last foregoing subsection of a proposal to refuse
the request or under section sixteen or seventeen of this Act of a proposal complying
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with the request, the Minister shall be deemed to have given notice of his proposal
to refuse the request.

(5) Where notice of a proposal to refuse such a request is given or deemed to have been
given, the person by whom the request is made may require that the proposal shall be
referred to the Agricultural Land Tribunal constituted under Part V of this Act, and
the provisions in that behalf of the said Part V shall apply accordingly.

(6) Where in consequence of a reference to the Agricultural Land Tribunal under the
last foregoing subsection the Minister complies with such a request as aforesaid, the
provisions of subsections (4) and (5) of section sixteen of this Act or subsections (2)
and (3) of section seventeen thereof, as the case may be, shall not apply to any action
of the Minister necessary to comply with the request.

Supplementary.

20 Service of notices on agents.

(1) Without prejudice to the general provisions of Part V of this Act as to the service of
notices, any notice required or authorised to be served on an owner or occupier by
the provisions of this Part of this Act relating to the making of supervision orders and
the giving of directions shall, where an agent or servant of the owner or occupier is
responsible for the control of the management or farming, as the case may be, of the
land in question, be duly served if served on that agent or servant:

Provided that where by virtue of this subsection any notice is served in connection with
a direction to entrust the management of land to a person approved by the Minister,
and the owner of the land is entered on the register kept for the purposes of this Part
of this Act, a copy of the notice shall be served on the owner at the address entered
on the register in that behalf.

(2) Anything which under subsection (3) of section fifteen of this Act may be required to
be done by an owner or occupier may, where such an agent or servant as aforesaid is
responsible for the control of the management or farming, as the case may be, of the
land in question, be required to be done by the said agent or servant, and references
in paragraphs (a) and (b) of the said subsection (3) to an owner or occupier shall be
construed accordingly.

21 Interpretation in Part II of references to " owner " and " manager " ; and
registration of certain owners, trustees, etc.

(1) In this Part of this Act, the expression " owner ", subject to the provisions of the next
following subsection, means the person in whom for the time being is vested the legal
estate in fee simple.

(2) Where, in relation to all or any of the provisions of this Part of this Act.—
(a) all persons appearing to the Minister to be concerned agree, with the approval

of the Minister, that some person shall be treated as the owner of land other
than the person who would be so treated apart from the agreement, or

(b) on an application in that behalf to the Agricultural Land Tribunal established
under Part V of this Act the Tribunal determine, having regard to the
respective interests of the persons interested in the land, that some person shall
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be treated as the owner of the land other than the person who would be so
treated apart from the determination,

that person shall be so treated, but without prejudice to a subsequent agreement or
determination or to his ceasing to be so treated if the Minister withdraws his approval
under paragraph (a) of this subsection.

(3) Any question arising under this Part of this Act whether two parcels of land are being
managed by the same person shall be determined, if the management of either or both
of the parcels is under the control of an agent or servant, by reference to the person by
whom the agent or servant is employed and not by reference to the agent or servant.

(4) For the purposes of this Part of this Act the Minister shall keep, in such form as he
may determine, a register of owners of land and other persons who are trustees of, or
interested under, settlements as mentioned in paragraph (b) of subsection (6) of section
sixteen of this Act, being in any case persons who in the prescribed manner apply to
be entered on the register.

PART III

AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS.

Compensation to tenant for improvements and to landlord for deterioration.

22 Compensation to tenant for improvements, etc.

(1) The tenant of a holding shall, subject to the provisions of this Part of this Act, be
entitled at the termination of the tenancy on quitting the holding to obtain from his
landlord compensation for any improvement carried out by the tenant on the holding,
being an improvement specified in the Third Schedule to this Act or in Part I of the
Fourth Schedule thereto, and for any such matter as is specified in Part II of the said
Fourth Schedule:

Provided that where the contract of tenancy was made before the first day of January,
nineteen hundred and twenty-one, the tenant shall not be entitled to compensation
under this section for any such improvement as aforesaid which he was required to
carry out by the terms of his tenancy.

(2) The Minister may, after consultation with such bodies of persons as appear to him
to represent the interests of landlords and tenants of holdings, by order vary the
provisions of the Third and Fourth Schedules to this Act; and an order under this
section may make such provision as to the operation of this Part of this Act and the
said Schedules in relation to tenancies current when the order takes effect as appears
to the Minister to be just having regard to the variation of the said Schedules effected
by the order.

An order under this subsection shall be of no effect unless approved by resolution of
each House of Parliament.

(3) The provisions of this section shall have effect in substitution for the provisions of
section one of the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1923 (hereafter in this Part of this Act
referred to as the " Act of 1923 " ), and sections one to four of that Act and the First
Schedule thereto shall cease to have effect.
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(4) References in any enactment, other than an enactment contained in this Act, to the
First Schedule to the Act of 1923 shall be construed as follows, that is to say—

(a) references to Part I, II or III thereof shall be construed respectively as
references to the Third Schedule to this Act, to Part II of that Schedule and
to the Fourth Schedule to this Act;

(b) subject as aforesaid references to the said First Schedule shall be construed as
references to the Third and Fourth Schedules to this Act;

and references in any enactment, other than an enactment contained in this Act, to
improvements specified in Part III of the said First Schedule shall be construed as
including references to any matters specified in Part II of the Fourth Schedule to this
Act.

23 Measure of compensation for long-term improvements.

The amount of any compensation under this Part of this Act for an improvement
specified in the Third Schedule to this Act shall be an amount equal to the increase
attributable to the improvement in the value of the holding as a holding, having regard
to the character and situation of the holding and the average requirements of tenants
reasonably skilled in husbandry.

24 Consent of landlord or approval of Minister required for long-term
improvements.

(1) Subject to the provisions of the next following subsection, a tenant shall not be entitled
to compensation for an improvement specified in the Third Schedule to this Act unless
the landlord has given his consent in writing to the carrying out thereof, and any
such consent may be given by the landlord unconditionally, or upon such terms as to
compensation or otherwise as may be agreed upon in writing between the landlord
and the tenant; and if any such agreement is made the provisions of the last foregoing
section shall have effect subject to the provisions of the agreement.

(2) Where, in the case of any improvement specified in Part II of the said Third Schedule,
a tenant is aggrieved by the refusal of his landlord to give his consent under the
last foregoing subsection, or is unwilling to agree to any terms subject to which the
landlord is prepared to give his consent, the tenant may, after giving notice in writing to
the landlord of his intention so to do, apply to the Minister for approval of the carrying
out of the improvement, and on any such application—

(a) the Minister may, after affording to the tenant and to the landlord an
opportunity of making representations to the Minister, whether in writing or
on being heard by a person appointed by the Minister, approve the carrying
out of the improvement, either unconditionally or upon such terms, whether
as to reduction of the compensation which would be payable if the Minister
approved unconditionally or as to other matters, as appear to the Minister to be
just, or may withhold his approval, and in either case forthwith after coming
to a decision on the application shall notify his decision to the landlord and
to the tenant;

(b) if the Minister grants his approval, the landlord may within the prescribed
period from receiving notification of the Minister's decision serve notice in
writing on the Minister and the tenant that the landlord proposes himself to
carry out the improvement;

(c) where the Minister grants his approval, then if either—
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(i) no notice is duly served by the landlord under the last foregoing
paragraph ; or

(ii) such a notice is duly served, but on an application in that behalf
made by the tenant the Minister, after affording to the tenant and
the landlord such an opportunity as aforesaid, determines that the
landlord has failed to carry out the improvement within a reasonable
time,

the approval of the Minister shall have effect for the purposes of the last
foregoing subsection as if it were the consent of the landlord, and any terms
subject to which the approval was given shall have effect as if they were
contained in an agreement in writing between the landlord and the tenant.

25 Measure of compensation for improvements, etc., in Fourth Schedule.

(1) The amount of any compensation under this Part of this Act for an improvement
specified in Part I of the Fourth Schedule to this Act, or for any matter falling within
Part II of that Schedule, shall be the value thereof to an incoming tenant; and the
Minister may make regulations prescribing the method of calculating the said, value.

(2) The Minister shall appoint a committee to advise him as to the provisions to be
included in regulations under this section, consisting of such number of persons,
having such qualifications, as the Minister thinks expedient, including persons
appointed by the Minister as having experience in land agency, farming, estate
management and the valuation of tenant right.

The Minister may pay to members of the committee such travelling and other
allowances as he may with the consent of the Treasury determine.

(3) Nothing in this Part of this Act shall prevent the substitution, in the case of
matters falling within Part II of the Fourth Schedule to this Act, for the measure
of compensation specified in subsection (1) of this section of such measure of
compensation, to be calculated according to such method, if any, as may be specified
in a written contract of tenancy.

(4) Where the landlord and the tenant of a holding have entered into an agreement in
writing whereby any benefit is given or allowed to the tenant in consideration of his
carrying out an improvement specified in Part I of the Fourth Schedule to this Act,
the benefit shall be taken into account in assessing compensation under this section
for the improvement.

(5) A tenant shall not be entitled to compensation tor an improvement specified in
paragraph 1 of the Fourth Schedule to this Act unless not later than one month before
the improvement was begun he gave no tic 2 in writing to the landlord of his intention
to carry out the improvement.

26 Reduction of compensation where grant received by tenant.

Where any grant out of moneys provided by Parliament has been or will be made to
the tenant of a holding in respect of an improvement specified in the Third Schedule to
this Act or Part I of the Fourth Schedule thereto, the grant shall be taken into account
in assessing compensation under this Part of this Act for the improvement.
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27 Claims not to be made for compensation based on custom.

A landlord or tenant of a holding shall not be entitled under custom to any
compensation from his tenant or landlord in respect of any improvement, whether
specified in the Third or Fourth Schedule to this Act or not, or any matter specified in
the Fourth Schedule to this Act, or otherwise.

28 Compensation for continuous adoption of special system of farming.

(1) The following provision shall be substituted in section nine of the Act of 1923 (which
provides for compensation to a tenant for increasing the value of a holding by the
continuous adoption of a standard of farming or system of farming which has been
more beneficial to the holding than the standard or system (if any) required by the
contract of tenancy) for so much of subsection (1) of that section as precedes the
provisos thereto:—

“Where the tenant of a holding shows that by the continuous adoption of a
system of farming which has been more beneficial to the holding—

(i) than the system of farming required by the contract of tenancy, or
(ii) in so far as no system of farming is so required, than the system of

farming normally practised on comparable holdings,
the value of the holding as a holding has been increased during the tenancy,
having regard to the character and situation of the holding and the average
requirements of tenants reasonably skilled in husbandry, the tenant shall be
entitled, on quitting the holding on the termination of the tenancy, to obtain
from the landlord compensation of an amount equal to the increase,”

and in proviso (c) to the said subsection (1) for the words " value to an incoming tenant
" there shall be substituted the words " value of the holding for the purposes of this
section ".

(2) In proviso (a) to the said subsection (1) (which excludes the operation of the section
where no record of the condition of the holding has been made, or in respect of matters
arising before the date of the record so made) the reference to the said date shall be
construed, where more than one such record has been made during the tenancy, as a
reference to the date of the first such record.

(3) In proviso (b) to the said subsection (1) (which provides that compensation under the
section shall not be payable unless the tenant has, before the termination of the tenancy,
given notice of his intention to claim) for the words " before the termination " there
shall be substituted the words " not later than one month before the termination. "

29 Compensation to landlord for deterioration of holding.

(1) The landlord of a holding shall be entitled to recover from a tenant of the holding, on
the tenant's quitting the holding on the termination of the tenancy, compensation in
respect of the dilapidation or deterioration of, or damage to, any part of the holding,
or anything in or on the holding, caused by non-fulfilment by the tenant of his
responsibilities to farm in accordance with the rules of good husbandry.

(2) The amount of the compensation payable under the last foregoing subsection shall
be the cost, as at the date of the tenant's quitting the holding, of making good the
dilapidation, deterioration or damage.



22 Agriculture Act 1947 (c. 48)
PART III – Agricultural Holdings.
Document Generated: 2023-05-24

Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

(3) Notwithstanding anything in this Part of this Act, the landlord may in lieu of claiming
compensation under subsection (1) of this section claim compensation in respect of
matters specified therein under and in accordance with a written contract of tenancy,
so however that—

(a) compensation shall be so claimed only on the tenant's quitting the holding on
the termination of the tenancy;

(b) compensation shall not be claimed in respect of any one holding both under
such a contract and under the said subsection (1).

(4) Where, on the quitting of a holding by a tenant thereof on the termination of the
tenancy, the landlord shows that the value of the holding generally has been reduced
whether by reason of any such dilapidation, deterioration or damage as is mentioned
in subsection (1) of this section or otherwise by non-fulfilment by the tenant of his
responsibilities to farm in accordance with the rules of good husbandry, the landlord
shall be entitled to recover from the tenant compensation therefor, in so far as the
landlord is not compensated therefor under subsection (1) or in accordance with
subsection (3) of this section, of an amount equal to the decrease attributable thereto
in the value cf the holding as a holding, having regard to the character and situation of
the holding and the average requirements of tenants reasonably skilled in husbandry :

Provided that compensation shall not be recoverable under this subsection unless the
landlord has, not later than one month before the termination of the tenancy, given
notice in writing to the tenant of his intention to claim compensation thereunder.

(5) Where a tenant has remained in his holding during two or more tenancies, his landlord
shall not be deprived of his right to compensation under this section in respect of
any dilapidation, deterioration or damage by reason only that the tenancy during
which an act or omission occurred which in whole or in part caused the dilapidation,
deterioration or damage was a tenancy other than the tenancy at the termination of
which the tenant quits the holding.

(6) Section ten of the Act of 1923, which provides for compensation to the landlord for
deterioration of a holding, shall cease to have effect.

Compensation for disturbance, and provisions as to notices to quit.

30 Compensation for disturbance.

(1) Where the tenancy of a holding terminates by reason of a notice to quit given by the
landlord, and in consequence of the notice the tenant quits the holding, then, subject
to the provisions of this section, unless—

(a) on an application in that behalf made to the Minister not more than six months
before the giving of the notice to quit the Minister was satisfied in relation
to the holding that the tenant was not fulfilling his responsibilities to farm
in accordance with the rules of good husbandry, and certified that he was so
satisfied ; or

(b) at the date of the giving of the notice to quit the tenant had failed to comply
with a notice in writing served on him by the landlord requiring him within
two months from the service of the notice to pay any rent due in respect of
the holding, or within a reasonable time or within such reasonable period as
may be specified in the notice to remedy any breach by the tenant which was
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capable of being remedied of any term or condition of his tenancy which was
not inconsistent with the fulfilment of his said responsibilities; or

(c) at the said date the interest of the landlord in the holding had been materially
prejudiced by the commission by the tenant of a breach which was not capable
of being remedied of any term or condition of the tenancy which was not
inconsistent as aforesaid; or

(d) at the said date the tenant was a person who had become bankrupt or
compounded with his creditors; or

(e) the tenant with whom the contract of tenancy was made had died within three
months before the said date ;

and unless the notice to quit states that it is given by reason of one or more of the
matters aforesaid, specifying it or them, compensation for the disturbance shall be
payable by the landlord to the tenant in accordance with the provisions of this section.

The provisions of the Fifth Schedule to this Act shall have effect in relation to
applications for certificates under paragraph (a) of this subsection.

(2) The amount of the compensation payable under this section shall be the amount of the
loss or expense directly attributable to the quitting of the holding which is unavoidably
incurred by the tenant upon or in connection with the sale or removal of his household
goods, implements of husbandry, fixtures, farm produce or farm stock on or used in
connection with the holding, and shall include any expenses reasonably incurred by
him in the preparation of his claim for compensation (not being costs of an arbitration
to determine any question arising under this section) :

Provided that—
(a) compensation shall be payable under this section of an amount equal to one

year's rent of the holding, at the rate at which rent was payable immediately
before the termination of the tenancy, without proof by the tenant of any such
loss or expense as aforesaid ;

(b) the tenant shall not be entitled to claim any greater amount than one year's
rent of the holding unless before the sale of any such goods, implements,
fixtures, produce or stock as aforesaid he has given to the landlord a reasonable
opportunity of making a valuation thereof ;

(c) the tenant shall not be entitled to claim any greater amount than aforesaid
unless not less than one month before the termination of the tenancy he has
given to the landlord notice in writing of his intention to make such a claim;

(d) the tenant shall not in any case be entitled to compensation in excess of two
years' rent of the holding.

(3) Where the tenant of a holding has sub-let the holding, and in consequence of a notice
to quit given by his landlord becomes liable to pay compensation under this section to
the sub-tenant, the tenant shall not be debarred from recovering compensation under
this section by reason only that, owing to not being in occupation of the holding, on
the termination of his tenancy he does not quit the holding.

(4) Where under section twenty-seven of the Act of 1923 the tenant accepts a notice to
quit part of his holding as a notice to quit the entire holding, and—

(a) the part of the holding affected by the notice given by the landlord, together
with any part of the holding affected by any previous notice given by the
landlord under that section, is less than one fourth part of the original holding,
and
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(b) the holding as proposed to be diminished is reasonably capable of being
farmed as a separate holding,

compensation shall not be payable under this section except in respect of the part of
the holding to which the notice to quit relates.

(5) Compensation payable under this section shall be in addition to any compensation to
which the tenant may be entitled apart from this section.

(6) If, while a certificate under paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section is in force,
the landlord within six months from the application for the certificate gives notice to
quit to the tenant—

(a) the Minister shall have power, after affording to the tenant an opportunity of
making representations to the Minister, whether in writing or on being heard
by a person appointed by the Minister, by notice in writing to give to the
tenant such directions as appear to the Minister necessary for securing that the
holding shall not further deteriorate before the determination of the tenancy,
and subsections (4) to (8) of section fourteen and subsection (1) of section
twenty of this Act shall apply to directions under this subsection as they apply
to directions under the said section fourteen ; and

(b) where the tenant contravenes or fails to comply with any direction given
under the foregoing paragraph, the Minister may order that the tenancy shall
terminate by virtue of the notice to quit at such date earlier than the date
specified in that notice as may be specified in the order, being a date not less
than three months later than the service on the tenant of notice in writing of
the making of the order.

(7) Sections twelve to fourteen of the Act of 1923 (which relate to compensation
for disturbance) shall cease to have effect, and the reference in the proviso to
subsection (2) of section one hundred and forty of the Law of Property Act, 1925,
to paragraph (d) of subsection (7) of the said section twelve shall be construed as a
reference to subsection (4) of this section.

(8) Nothing in this section shall apply to a notice to terminate a tenancy of a holding
subsisting under a written contract entered into before the twenty-fifth day of March,
nineteen hundred and forty-seven—

(a) where immediately before the creation of the tenancy the holding had been
for a period of not less than twelve months in the occupation of the landlord ;

(b) the holding is let upon the express terms that if the landlord desires to resume
that occupation before the expiration of a specified period not exceeding seven
years the landlord shall be entitled to give notice to quit without becoming
liable to pay to the tenant any compensation for disturbance ; and

(c) the notice to terminate the tenancy is given so as to enable the landlord to
resume occupation of the holding within the specified period.

31 Restrictions on termination by notice of tenancies of holdings.

(1) Where notice to quit a holding or part of a holding is given to the tenant thereof, and
not later than one month from the giving of the notice to quit the tenant serves on the
landlord notice in writing requiring that this subsection shall apply to the notice to
quit, then subject to the provisions of the next following subsection the notice to quit
shall not have effect unless the Minister consents to the operation thereof.

(2) The last foregoing subsection shall not apply—
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(a) where the Minister has consented under this section to the operation of the
notice to quit before the giving thereof, and that fact is stated in the notice ;

(b) where one or more of the conditions specified in paragraphs (a) to (e) of
subsection (1) of the last foregoing section is fulfilled, and it is stated in the
notice to quit that the notice is given by reason thereof ;

(c) where the notice to quit is given on the ground that the land is required for a
use, other than for agriculture, for which permission has been granted on an
application made under the enactments relating to town and country planning,
or for which (otherwise than by virtue of any provision of those enactments)
such permission is not required, and that fact is stated in the notice.

(3) Without prejudice to the discretion of the Minister in a case falling within paragraphs
(a) to (d) of this subsection, the Minister shall withhold his consent under this section
to the operation of a notice to quit unless he is satisfied—

(a) that the carrying out of the purpose for which the landlord proposes to
terminate the tenancy is desirable in the interests of efficient farming whether
as respects good estate management or good husbandry or otherwise; or

(b) that the carrying out thereof is otherwise desirable for the purposes of
agricultural research, education, experiment or demonstration or for the
purposes of the enactments relating to smallholdings or allotments ; or

(c) where the tenancy was created after the passing of this Act, that the landlord
proposes to terminate the tenancy for a purpose, specified in the contract of
tenancy, for which the interest of the landlord was held immediately before
the creation of the tenancy, and that greater hardship would be caused by the
Minister's withholding than by his granting his consent to the operation of the
notice; or

(d) where the tenancy was created before the passing of this Act and the same
person was landlord at the passing thereof as at the time when the notice to
quit was given or, if the application for the Minister's consent is made before
giving the notice to quit, at the time of the application, that greater hardship
would be caused by the Minister's withholding than by his granting his consent
to the operation of the notice ; or

(e) that the landlord proposes to terminate the tenancy for the purpose of the land
being used for a use, other than for agriculture, not falling within paragraph (c)
of the last foregoing subsection.

(4) The Minister shall not give or withhold his consent under this section to the operation
of a notice to quit except after affording to the landlord and to the tenant an opportunity
of making representations to the Minister, whether in writing or on being heard by a
person appointed by the Minister.

(5) Forthwith after the giving or withholding of his consent as aforesaid the Minister shall
give notice thereof in writing to the landlord and to the tenant.

(6) If the landlord or the tenant is dissatisfied with the Minister's decision to withhold
or to give his consent to the operation of a notice to quit, the landlord or tenant may
within the prescribed time and in the prescribed manner require that the matter shall
be referred to the Agricultural Land Tribunal established under Part V of this Act, and
where a reference to the Tribunal under this subsection is duly required subsections
(i) to (3) of this section shall have effect with the substitution (except in so much of
paragraph (d) of the said subsection (3) as relates to the application for the Minister's
consent) for references to the Minister of references to the Tribunal.
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(7) Where the Minister or the Agricultural Land Tribunal consent under this section to the
operation of a notice to quit, the Minister or the Tribunal may impose such conditions
as appear to the Minister or the Tribunal requisite for securing that the land to which the
notice relates will be used for the purpose for which the landlord proposes to terminate
the tenancy, and if the Minister is satisfied that within a reasonable time after the notice
to quit has expired any condition imposed under this section has not been complied
with—

(a) the Minister may take possession of the land for the purpose of farming it, and
(b) the provisions of section eighteen of this Act shall apply as they apply

where the Minister takes possession of land under that section, but with the
substitution for the reference to a requirement of a reference to a condition.

Where on an application by the landlord in that behalf the Minister is satisfied that
by reason of any change of circumstances or otherwise any condition imposed under
this subsection ought to be varied or revoked, he shall vary or revoke the condition
accordingly.

(8) The Minister may make regulations—
(a) for requiring any question arising under subsection (2) of this section to

be determined by arbitration under the Act of 1923, for limiting the time
within which any such arbitration may be required or any proceedings for the
purposes thereof may be taken, and for extending the period within which a
notice may be given by the tenant under subsection (1) of this section where
any such arbitration is required ;

(b) as to the time within which and the manner in which applications for the
Minister's consent to the operation of notices to quit may be made under this
section ;

(c) for suspending the operation of notices to quit until the termination of any such
arbitration as aforesaid or of any reference to the Agricultural Land Tribunal
under this section;

(d) for postponing the date at which a tenancy is to be terminated by a notice to
quit which has effect in consequence of any such arbitration or reference as
aforesaid;

(e) for excluding the application of subsection (1) of this section in relation to sub-
tenancies in such cases as may be prescribed, and for making such provision as
appears to the Minister expedient for the purpose of safeguarding the interest
of sub-tenants, including provision enabling the Minister or the Agricultural
Land Tribunal, where the interest of a tenant is terminated by notice to quit,
to secure that a sub-tenant will hold from the landlord on the like terms as he
held from the tenant.

(9) Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (2) of section twenty-five of the Act of 1923
(which provide that twelve months' notice to terminate the tenancy of a holding shall
not be required in the case of land of which possession is resumed for the purposes
of government departments, local authorities or statutory undertakers) shall cease to
have effect except in the case of a tenancy subsisting under a contract entered into
before the twenty-fifth day of March, nineteen hundred and forty-seven.

(10) Nothing in this section shall apply to any such notice as is specified in subsection (8)
of the last foregoing section.
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32 Provisions as to notices to quit where holding agreed to be sold.

(1) The provisions of the two following subsections shall have effect where, whether
before or after the commencement of this Part of this Act, notice to quit land being
or comprised in a holding has been given to the tenant and at any time after the
commencement of this Part of this Act while the notice is current a contract is made
for the sale of the landlord's interest in the land or any part thereof.

(2) Unless within the period of three months ending with the making of the contract the
landlord and the tenant have agreed in writing whether on the making of such a contract
the notice shall continue in force or be of no effect.—

(a) the landlord shall, before the expiration of the prescribed period from the
making of the contract, or, where the notice to quit expires within the last
mentioned period, before the expiration of the notice to quit, give notice in
writing to the tenant of the making of the contract, and

(b) the tenant may before the expiration of the notice to quit notify the landlord
in writing that the tenant elects that the notice to quit shall continue in force,
so however that the tenant shall not give a notification under this paragraph
after the expiration of one month from the receipt by him of a notice under
the last foregoing paragraph of the making of the contract.

(3) In default of any such agreement or notification as aforesaid the notice to quit shall
be of no effect unless the landlord has failed duly to give notice of the making of the
contract and the tenant quits the holding in consequence of the notice to quit.

(4) A notice to quit shall not be invalid by reason only that under any such agreement as
aforesaid the operation of the notice is conditional.

(5) The foregoing provisions of this section shall have effect in substitution for the
provisions of section twenty-six of the Act of 1923.

Supplementary provisions as to compensation.

33 Extent to which compensation recoverable under agreements.

(1) Save as expressly provided in the provisions of the Act of 1923, of this Part of this Act
and of the Schedules therein referred to, in any case for which apart from this section
those provisions provide for compensation, a tenant or landlord shall be entitled to
compensation in accordance with those provisions and not otherwise, and shall be so
entitled notwithstanding any agreement to the contrary.

(2) Nothing in the said provisions, apart from this section, shall be construed as
disentitling a tenant or landlord to compensation in any case for which the said
provisions do not provide for compensation, but a claim for compensation in any such
case as aforesaid shall not be enforceable except under an agreement in writing.

(3) Section fifty of the Act of 1923 (which provides for avoiding certain contracts not in
accordance with the provisions of that Act) shall cease to have effect.

34 Transitional provisions as to compensation.

(1) The provisions relating to compensation of this Part of this Act and the Schedules
therein referred to, other than this section, shall not have effect where the tenant of
a holding quits the holding in consequence of a notice to quit given (whether by
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the landlord or the tenant) before the commencement of this Part of this Act, or in
consequence of a surrender of the tenancy in pursuance of an agreement in writing
made before the commencement thereof.

(2) Subject to the last foregoing subsection, the said provisions shall apply whether the
tenant entered into occupation of the holding before or after the commencement of
this Part of this Act, except that—

(a) the said provisions shall not apply in relation to any improvements specified
in the Third Schedule to this Act or Part I of the Fourth Schedule thereto begun
before the commencement of this Part of this Act;

(b) in relation to the matters specified in Part II of the said Fourth Schedule, a
tenant who entered into occupation of the holding before the commencement
of this Part of this Act shall be treated as if the said provisions had not come
into operation, unless before the termination of the tenancy the tenant gives
notice in writing to the landlord that this paragraph is not to have effect in
relation to the holding :

Provided that—
(i) where the tenancy terminates by reason of a notice to quit, and at any time

while the notice to quit is current the landlord gives notice in writing to the
tenant requiring him to elect whether paragraph (b) of this subsection is to
have effect in relation to the holding, the tenant shall not be entitled to give a
notice under that paragraph after the expiration of one month from the giving
of the notice under this paragraph or, if the operation of the notice to quit
depends on any proceedings under section thirty-one of this Act, after the
expiration of one month from the termination of those proceedings ;

(ii) where the tenancy terminates by reason of an order under subsection (1) of
section seventeen of this Act, and at any time after the making of the order
and before the termination of the tenancy the landlord gives such a notice in
writing as aforesaid to the tenant, the tenant shall not be entitled to give a
notice under paragraph (b) of this subsection after the expiration of one month
from the giving of the notice under this paragraph.

(3) References in this section to the said provisions include references to so much of Part
V of this Act as repeals provisions of the Act of 1923 relating to compensation or any
enactment amending those provisions of the Act of 1923.

Variation and ascertainment of terms of contracts of tenancy.

35 Variation of rent of holdings.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the landlord or the tenant of a holding may,
whether the tenancy was created before or after the commencement of this Part of
this Act, by notice in writing served on his tenant or landlord demand a reference to
arbitration under the Act of 1923 of the question what rent should be payable in respect
of the holding as from the next ensuing day on which the tenancy could have been
determined by notice to quit given at the date of demanding the reference.

(2) On any reference under the last foregoing subsection the arbitrator—
(a) shall not take into account any increase in the rental value of the holding which

is due to improvements which have been executed thereon in so far as they
were executed wholly or partly at the expense of the tenant (whether or not that
expense has been or will be reimbursed by a grant out of moneys provided by
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Parliament) without any equivalent allowance or benefit made or given by the
landlord in consideration of their execution, and have not been executed under
an obligation imposed on the tenant by the terms of his contract of tenancy,
or to improvements which have been executed thereon by the landlord in so
far as the landlord has received or will receive grants out of moneys provided
by Parliament in respect of the execution thereof, and

(b) shall not fix the rent at a lower amount by reason of any dilapidation or
deterioration of, or damage to, buildings or land caused or permitted by the
tenant ;

subject as aforesaid, the arbitrator shall determine what rent should properly be
payable in respect of the holding at the date of the reference, and accordingly shall as
from the day mentioned in the last foregoing subsection increase or reduce the rent
previously payable or direct that it continue unchanged.

(3) A reference to arbitration under subsection (1) of this section shall not be demanded in
such circumstances that any increase or reduction of rent made in consequence thereof
would take effect as from a date earlier than the expiration of three years from any of
the following dates, that is to say—

(a) the commencement of the tenancy, or
(b) the date as from which there took effect a previous increase or reduction of

rent (whether made under this section or otherwise), or
(c) the date as from which there took effect a previous direction of an arbitrator

under this section that the rent should continue unchanged :

Provided that there shall be disregarded for the purposes of this subsection—
(i) any increase of rent under subsection (4) of this section or any such increase

as is referred to in proviso (i) to that subsection,
(ii) any reduction of rent under subsection (6) of section seventeen of this Act or

under section twenty-seven of the Act of 1923,
(iii) any other variation of rent which under the following provisions of this Act

is directed to be disregarded for the purposes of this subsection.

(4) Where the landlord of a holding has, whether before or after the commencement of
this Part of this Act, carried out on the holding any improvement, whether specified
in the Third or Fourth Schedule to this Act or not, being an improvement—

(a) carried out at the request of or in agreement with the tenant, or in pursuance
of a notice served by the landlord under paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of
section twenty-four of this Act, or carried out under subsection (3) of section
three of the Act of 1923, or

(b) carried out in compliance with a direction given by the Minister under powers
conferred on him by or under any enactment, or

(c) carried out in such circumstances that apart from this Act any interest or rent
in respect thereof would be recoverable by the landlord under section nine of
the Agriculture (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1943, or section nine of the
Hill Farming Act, 1946,

the rent of the holding shall, if the landlord by notice in writing served on the tenant
within six months from the completion of the improvement so requires, be increased as
from the completion of the improvement, or, where the improvement was completed
before the commencement of this Part of this Act, the commencement of this Part
of this Act, by an amount equal to the increase in the rental value of the holding
attributable to the carrying out of the improvement:
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Provided that—
(i) no increase shall be made under this subsection if before the commencement

of this Part of this Act the landlord and the tenant have agreed on any increase
in rent or other benefit to the landlord in respect of the improvement, or if
before the commencement of this Part of this Act any sum has become payable
under subsection (3) of section three of the Act of 1923, the said Act of 1943
or the said Act of 1946 ;

(ii) where any grant has been made to the landlord in respect of the improvement
out of moneys provided by Parliament, the increase in rent provided for by
the foregoing provisions of this subsection shall be reduced proportionately.

(5) No interest or rent shall be recoverable by a landlord under the said Act of 1943 or
the said Act of 1946 in respect of any improvement specified in paragraph (c) of the
last foregoing subsection, whether completed before or after the commencement of
this Part of this Act, except where interest or rent has become payable in respect of
the improvement before the commencement of this Part of this Act.

(6) Any dispute arising between the landlord and the tenant of the holding under the two
last foregoing subsections shall be determined by arbitration under the Act of 1923.

36 Variation of terms of tenancy as to permanent pasture.

(1) Where under the contract for a tenancy of a holding, whether created before or after
the commencement of this Part of this Act, provision is made for the maintenance
of specified land, or a specified proportion of the holding, as permanent pasture, and
it appears to the Minister, either on the application of the landlord or the tenant or
otherwise.—

(a) that it is expedient in order to secure the full and efficient farming of the
holding that the amount of land required to be maintained as permanent
pasture should be reduced, and

(b) where there has been an application under this section by the landlord or the
tenant, that the landlord or tenant has requested his tenant or landlord to agree
to the appropriate reduction but no agreement has been reached thereon,

the Minister may, after affording to the landlord and to the tenant an opportunity
of making representations to the Minister, whether in writing or on being heard by
a person appointed by the Minister, direct that the contract of tenancy shall have
effect subject to such modifications of the provisions thereof as to land which is to be
maintained as permanent pasture or is to be treated as arable land, and as to cropping,
as appear to the Minister expedient as aforesaid and are specified in the direction.

(2) Where by virtue of a direction under this section a contract of tenancy has effect
subject to a reduction of the land which is to be maintained as permanent pasture, the
provisions of paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Second Schedule to this Act shall have effect
in relation to the direction.

(3) Where the landlord and the tenant of a holding enter into an agreement in writing for
any such variation of the terms of the contract of tenancy as could be made by direction
under subsection (1) of this section, or under the said paragraph 2, the agreement
may, notwithstanding anything in this Part of this Act, provide for the exclusion of
compensation in like manner as under the said paragraph 3.
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37 Liability for repair, maintenance and insurance of fixed equipment.

(1) The Minister may, after consultation with such bodies of persons as appear to him
to represent the interests of landlords and tenants of holdings, make regulations
prescribing terms as to the maintenance, repair and insurance of fixed equipment
which shall be deemed to be incorporated in every contract of tenancy of a holding,
whether made before or after the commencement of this Part of this Act, except in so
far as they would impose on one of the parties to an agreement in writing a liability
which under the agreement is imposed on the other.

(2) Where an agreement in writing relating to a tenancy of a holding, whether created
before or after the commencement of this Part of this Act, effects substantial
modifications in the operation of regulations under the last foregoing subsection,
the landlord or the tenant of the holding may, if he has requested his tenant or
landlord to vary the agreement so as to bring it into conformity with the provisions of
regulations under that subsection but no agreement has been reached on the request,
refer to arbitration under the Act of 1923 the terms of the tenancy with respect to the
maintenance, repair and insurance of fixed equipment:

Provided that where there has been a previous reference under this subsection relating
to the same tenancy, no further such reference shall be made before the expiration of
three years from the coming into effect of the award of the arbitrator on the previous
reference.

(3) On any reference under the last foregoing subsection the arbitrator shall consider
whether (disregarding the rent payable for the holding) the said modifications effected
by the agreement are justifiable having regard to the circumstances of the holding and
of the landlord and the tenant; and if he determines that they are not justifiable as
aforesaid, he may by his award vary the terms referred to arbitration in such manner
as appears to him reasonable and just between the landlord and the tenant.

38 Provisions for securing written tenancy agreements.

(1) Where there is not in force in respect of any tenancy of a holding, whether created
before or after the commencement of this Part of this Act, an agreement in writing
embodying the terms of the tenancy, or there is such an agreement in force but it
contains no provision for one or more of the matters specified in the Sixth Schedule
to this Act, the landlord or the tenant of the holding may, if he has requested his tenant
or landlord to enter into such an agreement containing provision for all of the said
matters but no such agreement has been concluded, refer the terms of the tenancy to
arbitration under the Act of 1923.

(2) On any such reference the arbitrator shall by his award specify the existing terms of the
tenancy, subject to any variations thereof agreed between the landlord and the tenant,
and, in so far as those terms as so varied make no provision therefor and do not make
provision inconsistent therewith, make provision for all the matters specified in the
Sixth Schedule to this Act having such effect as may be agreed between the landlord
and the tenant or, in default of agreement, as appears to the arbitrator to be reasonable
and just between the landlord and the tenant.

(3) Where regulations under the last foregoing section have varied the terms of a tenancy
of a holding as to maintenance, repair or insurance of fixed equipment (whether those
terms were established by agreement or by the operation of regulations under the last
foregoing section), then, if a reference is made under this section within the prescribed
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period after the coming into operation of the first mentioned regulations, the arbitrator
shall for the purposes of the last foregoing subsection disregard the variation.

(4) On any such arbitration the arbitrator may include in his award any further provisions
relating to the tenancy which may be agreed between the landlord and the tenant.

39 Supplementary provisions as to sections 37 and 38.

(1) Where by virtue of section thirty-seven or thirty-eight of this Act the liability for the
maintenance or repair of any item of fixed equipment is transferred from the tenant
to the landlord, the landlord may within the prescribed period beginning with the date
on which the transfer takes effect require that there shall be determined by arbitration
under the Act of 1923, and paid by the tenant, the amount of any compensation which
would have been payable either under section twenty-nine of this Act or in accordance
with subsection (3) of that section, in respect of any previous failure by the tenant to
discharge the said liability, if the tenant had quitted the holding on the termination of
his tenancy at the date on which the transfer takes effect.

(2) For the purposes of so much of subsection (3) of section twenty-nine of this Act as
prevents a landlord claiming compensation in respect of the same holding both under
a contract of tenancy and under subsection (1) of the said section twenty-nine, any
claim under the last foregoing subsection shall be disregarded.

(3) Where by virtue of section thirty-seven or thirty-eight of this Act the liability for
the maintenance or repair of any item of fixed equipment is transferred from the
landlord to the tenant, any claim by the tenant in respect of any previous failure by the
landlord to discharge the said liability shall, if the tenant within the prescribed period
beginning with the date on which the transfer takes effect so requires, be determined
by arbitration under the Act of 1923.

(4) Where it appears to the arbitrator—
(a) on any reference under subsection (2) of section thirty-seven of this Act that

by reason of any provision included in his award, or
(b) on any reference under the last foregoing section that by reason of any

provision which he is required by that section to include in his award,
it is equitable that the rent of the holding should be varied, he may vary the rent
accordingly, and for the purposes of subsection (3) of section thirty-five of this Act
any variation of rent under this subsection shall be disregarded.

(5) The award of an arbitrator under section thirty-seven or thirty-eight of this Act shall
have effect as if the terms and provisions specified and made therein were contained in
an agreement in writing entered into by the landlord and the tenant and having effect
as from the making of the award or, if the award so provides, from such later date as
may be specified therein.

General.

40 Restriction on letting agricultural land for less than from year to year.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, where under an agreement made after the
commencement of this Part of this Act any land is let to a person for use as agricultural
land for an interest less than a tenancy from year to year, or a person is granted a
licence to occupy land for use as agricultural land, and the circumstances are such that



Agriculture Act 1947 (c. 48)
PART III – Agricultural Holdings.
Document Generated: 2023-05-24

33

Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

if his interest were a tenancy from year to year he would in respect of that land be the
tenant of a holding as denned in the Act of 1923, then, unless the letting or grant was
approved by the Minister before the agreement was entered into, the agreement shall
take effect, with the necessary modifications, as if it were an agreement for the letting
of the land for a tenancy from year to year :

Provided that this subsection shall not have effect in relation to an agreement for the
letting of land, or the granting of a licence to occupy land, made (whether or not the
agreement expressly so provides) in contemplation of the use of the land only for
grazing or mowing during some specified period of the year, or to an agreement for the
letting of land, or the granting of a licence to occupy land, by a person whose interest
in the land is less than a tenancy from year to year and has not by virtue of this section
taken effect as such a tenancy.

(2) Any dispute arising as to the operation of the last foregoing subsection in relation to
any agreement shall be determined by arbitration under the Act of 1923.

41 Power of tenant to obtain charge on holding in respect of compensation.

(1) Where after the commencement of this Part of this Act any sum has become due to
the tenant of a holding in respect of compensation from the landlord, and the landlord
fails to discharge his liability therefor within the period of one month from the date
on which the sum became due, the tenant shall be entitled to obtain from the Minister
an order in favour of himself, his executors, administrators and assigns charging the
holding with repayment of the amount due, and of all costs properly incurred by him
in obtaining the charge, with such interest, and by such instalments, and with such
directions for giving effect to the charge, as the Minister thinks fit.

(2) Any charge in respect of sums payable to a tenant created under this section or under
section fifteen or section forty-one of the Act of 1923 (which provide for charges
where a mortgagee takes possession or where the landlord is a trustee) shall rank in
priority to any other charge, however and whenever created or arising ; and any charges
on a holding created under this section or the said sections fifteen and forty-one shall
rank in the order of their creation.

This subsection shall bind the Crown.

(3) Subsections (3) and (5) of section twenty of the Act of 1923 (which prevent the
forfeiture of an interest by the creation of a charge under that section and provide for
the assignment of such a charge) and subsection (1) of section ten of the Land Charges
Act, 1925 (which relates to the registration of certain charges) shall apply to charges
obtained under this section as they apply to charges obtained under the said section
twenty.

42 Power of limited owner to apply capital moneys for improvements.

(1) Where under powers conferred by the Settled Land Act, 1925, or the Law of Property
Act, 1925, capital money is applied in or about the execution of any improvement
specified in the Third Schedule to this Act, no provision shall be made for requiring
the money or any part thereof to be replaced out of income, and accordingly any such
improvement shall be deemed to be an improvement authorised by Part I of the Third
Schedule to the Settled Land Act, 1925.
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(2) Where under powers conferred by the Universities and College Estates Act, 1925,
capital money is applied in payment for any improvement specified in the Third
Schedule to this Act, no provision shall be made for replacing the money out of income
unless the Minister requires such provision to be made under subsection (5) of section
twenty-six of that Act.

43 Power of landlord to enter on holding.

Without prejudice to the provisions of section twenty-eight of the Act of 1923 (which
confers on a landlord power to enter to view the state of a holding), the landlord
of a holding or any person authorised by him may at all reasonable times enter on
the holding for the purpose of fulfilling the landlord's responsibilities to manage the
holding in accordance with the rules of good estate management, or for the purpose of
providing or improving fixed equipment on the holding otherwise than in fulfilment
of his said responsibilities.

44 Provisions as to arbitration.

(1) Without prejudice to any other provision of this Act or of the Act of 1923, any claim
of whatever nature by the tenant or landlord of a holding against his landlord or tenant,
being a claim which arises—

(a) under the Act of 1923 or this Act or any custom or agreement, and
(b) on or out of the termination of the tenancy of the holding or part thereof after

the commencement of this Part of this Act,
shall, subject to the provisions of this section, be determined by arbitration under the
Act of 1923.

(2) No such claim as aforesaid shall be enforceable unless before the expiration of two
months from the termination of the tenancy the claimant has served notice in writing
on his landlord or tenant, as the case may be, of his intention to make the

A notice under this subsection shall specify the nature of the claim, and it shall be a
sufficient specification thereof if the notice refers to the statutory provision, custom,
or term of an agreement under which the claim is made.

(3) The landlord and tenant may within the period of four months from the termination
of the tenancy by agreement in writing settle any such claim as aforesaid, and the
Minister may upon the application of the landlord or the tenant made within that period
extend the said period by two months and, on a second such application made during
those two months, by a further two months.

(4) Where by the expiration of the said period and any extension thereof made under the
last foregoing subsection any such claim as aforesaid has not been settled, the claim
shall cease to be enforceable unless before the expiration of one month from the end
of the said period and any such extension, or within such longer time as the Minister
may in special circumstances allow, an arbitrator has been appointed by agreement
between the landlord and the tenant under the provisions in that behalf of the Act of
1923, or an application for the nomination of an arbitrator under those provisions has
been made by the landlord or the tenant.

(5) Where a tenant lawfully remains in occupation of part of a holding after the termination
of a tenancy, references in subsections (2) and (3) of this section to the termination
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thereof shall, in the case of a claim relating to that part of the holding, be construed
as references to the termination of the occupation.

(6) Nothing in section fifty-four of the Act of 1923 (which contains a general saving for
the remedies of a landlord or tenant) shall be construed as limiting the generality of
the provisions of subsection (1) of this section.

(7) The provisions of county court rules as to the issuing of witness summonses shall,
subject to such modifications as may be prescribed by such rules, apply for the
purposes of any arbitration under the Act of 1923 as if it were an action or matter in
the county court.

(8) Section five, and subsection (2) of section sixteen, of the Act of 1923 (which relate to
the reference of matters to arbitration) shall cease to have effect ; and in subsection (1)
of the said section sixteen for the words from the beginning to " referred to arbitration
" there shall be substituted the words " Any question which is referred to arbitration
under this Act ".

45 Minor and consequential amendments relating to Part III.

The enactments specified in the Seventh Schedule to this Act shall have effect
subject to the amendments specified in that Schedule, being minor amendments and
amendments consequential on the provisions of this Part of this Act.

46 Construction, citation and application of Part III.

(1) The provisions of this Part of this Act and the Schedules therein referred to shall be
construed as one with the Act of 1923 ; and that Act and those provisions may be cited
together as the Agricultural Holdings Acts, 1923 to 1947.

(2) Without prejudice to sections forty-three to forty-five of the Act of 1923 (which relate
to land belonging to His Majesty in right of the Crown or of the Duchy of Lancaster and
land belonging to the Duchy of Cornwall) it is hereby declared that the provisions of
the Act of 1923 and this Part of this Act and the Schedules therein referred to apply to
land notwithstanding that the interest of the landlord or tenant thereof is held on behalf
of His Majesty for the purposes of any Government department ; but in the application
thereof to any land belonging, or an interest in which is held, as aforesaid the said
provisions shall have effect subject to such modifications as may be prescribed.

PART IV

SMALLHOLDINGS.

Provision of smallholdings.

47 Duty of county councils to provide smallholdings.

(1) For the purpose of affording to persons with agricultural experience an opportunity
of becoming farmers on their own account, it shall be the duty of every county
council, other than the London County Council, to provide smallholdings, for letting
to such persons as aforesaid, to the extent to which a demand therefor is indicated
by applications received by the council, suitable land can be obtained for the purpose
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and the smallholdings can be provided without detriment to the general interests of
agriculture.

(2) Any council on whom the said duty is imposed is in this Act referred to as a "
smallholdings authority ".

48 Acquisition by smallholdings authority of land for smallholdings.

(1) A smallholdings authority shall have power, if so authorised by the Minister, to acquire
land for the purposes of smallholdings by agreement, or by compulsory purchase or
hiring in accordance with the provisions of this Act in that behalf.

(2) In deciding whether to authorise any acquisition of land under this section, the Minister
shall have regard, among other things, to the suitability of the land for the purpose for
which it is proposed to be acquired, the probable cost of the acquisition thereof and
the general interests of agriculture.

(3) Before a smallholdings authority proceed to acquire under this section land outside
their area, they shall consult with the council of the county or county borough in whose
area the land is situated.

(4) Where a smallholdings authority have been authorised to acquire land for the purposes
of smallholdings they shall not, except where in special circumstances it appears to
them requisite so to do, exercise their powers of acquisition so as to require any
person farming the land to give up his occupation of the land before such time as the
authority are satisfied that the land is required, and can be adapted, for the purposes
of smallholdings.

(5) Any person authorised by a smallholdings authority in that behalf shall have power at
all reasonable times to enter on and inspect any land for the purpose of ascertaining
whether the land is suitable for acquisition by the authority under this section.

49 Power of smallholdings authority to provide fixed equipment, etc.

(1) A smallholdings authority shall have power to provide, improve, maintain and repair
fixed equipment on land held by the authority for the purposes of smallholdings and
to carry out any other improvements on or for the benefit of any such land, and to
enter into an agreement with a tenant of any such land for the provision, improvement,
maintenance, repair or carrying out thereof by the tenant on such terms as may be
specified in the agreement.

(2) References in this Part of this Act to land held by an authority for the purposes of
smallholdings shall be construed as including references to land any interest in which
is so held, other than a right to take possession arising under the provisions of the
Small Holdings and Allotments Acts, 1908 to 1931.

50 Lay-out and equipment of smallholdings to be carried out in accordance with
scheme approved by Minister.

(1) Except in so far as may be allowed by general directions of the Minister under
this subsection, a smallholdings authority shall not proceed with the creation and
equipment of smallholdings, with the alteration of the size or lay-out of existing
smallholdings or the provision or improvement of fixed equipment thereon, or
otherwise with the erection of buildings or the carrying out of work on land held by the
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authority for the purposes of smallholdings, except in accordance with the provisions
of a scheme made by the authority and submitted to the Minister and approved by him.

(2) Any such scheme shall contain such particulars as to—
(a) nature, size and lay-out of smallholdings,
(b) provision or improvement of fixed equipment,
(c) total estimated cost of the proposals, and
(d) such other matters as the Minister may either generally or in any particular

case direct,
as may be reasonably necessary for informing the Minister as to the proposals to which
the scheme relates, and shall be in such form as the Minister may so direct.

(3) Any scheme made and approved under this section may be varied by a subsequent
scheme so made and approved.

(4) Where it appears to the Minister that any existing smallholdings provided by a
smallholdings authority are of less or greater extent than is likely to be required for
the provision of a reasonable livelihood or that in the case of any such smallholdings
as aforesaid it is expedient so to do in the interests of efficient farming, he may direct
that the authority shall alter the size or lay-out of the smallholdings in such manner
as may be specified in the direction.

Management of authorities' smallholdings.

51 General powers of smallholdings authority.

(1) The powers of a smallholdings authority shall, subject to the provisions of this Part of
this Act, include all powers required by the authority for the management of land for
the time being held by the authority for the purposes of smallholdings.

(2) A smallholdings authority shall have power, for the benefit of the occupiers of
smallholdings provided by the authority, to further the formation of bodies of
persons, whether corporate or unincorporated, having for their object or one of their
objects the promotion through co-operative methods of efficiency in the conduct of
smallholdings, and to assist the carrying on and extension of the activities of such
bodies.

(3) A smallholdings authority shall have power—
(a) to such extent as appears to the authority expedient for the purpose of assisting

the conduct of smallholdings provided by the authority or of promoting co-
operative schemes for the conduct thereof, to acquire by purchase or hiring,
and to sell or let on such terms as may be decided by the authority, machinery
and other equipment, live or dead stock, seeds, fertilisers and any other
requisites, and to provide on such terms as aforesaid services ; and

(b) to carry out arrangements made by the authority, for the purposes of such
schemes as aforesaid, for the disposal by the authority of the produce of
smallholdings provided by them.

(4) It is hereby declared that the provisions of section forty-nine of this Act and the
foregoing provisions of this section with respect to the powers of smallholdings
authorities relate only to their capacity as corporations ; and nothing in those
provisions shall be construed as authorising any act or omission on the part of a
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smallholdings authority which is actionable at the suit of any person on any ground
other than the limitation of their said capacity.

52 Letting of smallholdings.

(1) Smallholdings provided by a smallholdings authority shall be let to the persons by
whom the smallholdings are to be farmed in accordance with the following provisions
of this Part of this Act:

Provided that nothing in this section shall affect any letting in force at the
commencement of this Part of this Act.

(2) Every letting of a smallholding by the authority shall be at a full fair rent, that is to
say, at such rent as a tenant might reasonably be expected to pay for the smallholding
if let as such on the terms (other than terms as to rent) on which it is in fact let.

(3) Subject to the provisions of the next following subsection.—
(a) a smallholdings authority shall not let a smallholding to any person unless they

are satisfied that the said person has had sufficient agricultural experience to
render it likely that he is or will become qualified to be a farmer on his own
account; and

(b) in selecting persons to whom smallholdings are to be let preference shall be
given, as between persons otherwise equally suitable, to applicants who at the
time of the application are employed under a contract of service as agricultural
workers or who under regulations made by the Minister are to be treated as
if they were then so employed.

(4) A smallholdings authority may with the approval of the Minister let a smallholding, or
two or more smallholdings together, to persons proposing to farm the smallholding or
smallholdings on a co-operative system, notwithstanding that all of the said persons
have not had such experience as aforesaid, but before approving any letting under this
subsection the Minister shall satisfy himself that the aggregate agricultural experience
of the said persons is such as to render it likely that in co-operation they are or will
become qualified to farm on their own account.

(5) Where any of the persons applying for the letting to them of a smallholding under
the last foregoing subsection is at the time of the application employed, or under
paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of this section to be treated as employed, under a
contract of service as an agricultural worker, the Minister may direct that all the said
persons shall be treated for the purposes of the said paragraph (b) as if they were then
so employed.

(6) Where it appears to the Minister that a smallholdings authority is not complying with
any requirement imposed by or under this Part of this Act as to the selection of tenants
of smallholdings, the Minister may direct that until the direction is revoked no letting
of a smallholding provided by the authority shall be made except to a person approved
by the Minister, but the giving of such a direction shall not prejudice any right of the
tenant under a letting made in contravention of the direction.

(7) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this section or in section
forty-seven of this Act, where land held by a smallholdings authority for the purposes
of smallholdings is not for the time being required or adapted for use for those
purposes, the authority may with the consent of the Minister let the land for such period
and for such purpose as appears to them expedient, at the best rent which appears to
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the authority to be obtainable therefor for that purpose and on such other terms as they
may determine.

53 Duty of smallholdings authority to manage in accordance with rules of good
estate management.

(1) Where it appears to the Minister that a smallholdings authority have in any respect
failed to fulfil their responsibilities to manage in accordance with the rules of good
estate management land held by them for the purposes of smallholdings, the Minister
may direct that the authority shall within such time as may be specified in the
direction carry out such work on the land as may be so specified, being work which
in the opinion of the Minister is necessary to remedy the non-fulfilment of their said
responsibilities.

(2) If a smallholdings authority fail to comply with a direction under this section, any
person authorised by the Minister in that behalf may enter on the land in question
and carry out the work, and the reasonable cost of the carrying out thereof shall be
recoverable by the Minister from the smallholdings authority.

(3) Any dispute arising under the last foregoing subsection as to what is the reasonable
cost of any work shall be determined by the arbitration of an arbitrator appointed in
default of agreement by the President of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.

(4) The provisions of Part II of this Act as to supervision orders and directions to
secure good estate management shall not apply to the management by smallholdings
authorities of land held by them for the purposes of smallholdings.

54 Loans for smallholdings purposes.

(1) The Minister may make loans to provide working capital for a tenant or prospective
tenant of a smallholding provided by a smallholdings authority, of an amount not
exceeding three-quarters of the estimated aggregate working capital required for the
proper working of the smallholding.

In this subsection the expression " working capital " includes sums payable by an
incoming tenant in respect of compensation to an outgoing tenant.

(2) The Minister may make grants or loans to any body of persons, whether corporate or
unincorporated, having for its object or one of its objects the promotion through co-
operative methods of efficiency in the conduct of smallholdings.

(3) The powers of the Minister under this section shall be exercised in accordance with
arrangements made by him with the approval of the Treasury.

55 Supplementary provisions as to management of authorities' smallholdings.

(1) The Minister may make regulations as to—
(a) the management of land held by smallholdings authorities for the purposes

of smallholdings, including in particular the matters to be dealt with in
agreements for the letting of smallholdings ; and

(b) the selection of tenants to whom smallholdings are to be let by a smallholdings
authority.
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(2) In considering for the purposes of sections thirty and thirty-one of this Act whether the
interest of a smallholdings authority has been prejudiced as mentioned in paragraph (c)
of subsection (1) of the said section thirty, regard shall be had to the effect of the
breach of a term or condition in question not only on the smallholding but also on
the carrying out by the authority of its arrangements for the provision and conduct of
smallholdings.

Provision of smallholdings by the Minister.

56 Power of Minister to provide smallholdings.

(1) The Minister may provide smallholdings for letting to persons with previous
agricultural experience with a view to affording such persons an opportunity of
becoming farmers on their own account, and may acquire land for the purposes of
smallholdings by compulsory purchase or hiring in accordance with the provisions of
this Act in that behalf.

(2) In relation to any land acquired under the last foregoing subsection, and to any other
land designated by the Minister as being held by him for the purposes of smallholdings,
the Minister may exercise the like powers, and shall be subject to the like obligations,
as under sections forty-nine, fifty-one and fifty-two of this Act are exercisable by or
incumbent on a smallholdings authority.

(3) Subject to the provisions of section fifty-two of this Act and the last foregoing
subsection, nothing in this Part of this Act shall affect the operation, in relation to land
designated as aforesaid, of the provisions of any enactment or instrument requiring
preference to be given to persons who have served in the armed forces of the Crown
during any war to which the Termination of the Present War (Definition) Act, 1918,
applied.

(4) Section fifty-four of this Act shall apply in relation to smallholdings provided by
the Minister as it applies in relation to smallholdings provided by a smallholdings
authority, and subsection (2) of section fifty-five of this Act shall so apply with the
substitution for references to a smallholdings authority of references to the Minister.

57 Default powers of Minister.

(1) Without prejudice to the provisions of the last foregoing section, where the Minister
is satisfied that the functions of a smallholdings authority are not being satisfactorily
exercised by the authority, the Minister may in any case where no power to give
directions in that behalf is otherwise conferred on him by this Part of this Act direct that
the authority shall exercise any of their functions in such manner as may be specified in
the direction, or may by order transfer to himself such of the functions of the authority
(including the expenditure of money whether on revenue or on capital account) as may
be specified in the order.

(2) Before—
(a) making an order under the last foregoing subsection, or
(b) coming to a decision on any application made by a small holdings authority

for the revocation of such an order relating to them, being an application made
not earlier than twelve months after the making of the order or of any previous
application for the revocation thereof,
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the Minister shall give to the smallholdings authority in question an opportunity of
making representations to him and shall take into consideration any representations
made and, if the authority so requires, afford to the authority an opportunity of being
heard by a person appointed by the Minister for the purpose.

(3) Where the Minister makes an order under subsection (1) of this section, any exercise
of the functions conferred on him by the order shall have effect as if he were an agent
of the authority duly authorised in that behalf, but—

(a) any expenses incurred by the Minister in the exercise of the said functions
shall be defrayed in the first instance by the Minister ;

(b) the Minister shall certify, as respects such successive periods as he may
determine, the amount of the expenses so incurred in each such period and the
amount of any receipts of the Minister in each such period from the exercise
of the said functions, and the difference between the said amounts, as certified
by the Minister, shall be recoverable by him from the authority or payable by
him to the authority, as the case may require.

(4) An order varying or revoking an order under subsection (1) of this section may contain
such provision with respect to the transfer, vesting and discharge of any property or
liabilities acquired or incurred by the Minister in the exercise of any of the functions
to which the order varied or revoked relates as appears to the Minister expedient for
the purposes of the varying or revoking order.

Financial provisions.

58 Contributions by Minister to losses incurred by smallholdings authorities.

(1) Where a smallholdings authority have after the commencement of this Part of this
Act formulated proposals for the provision of smallholdings or for the laying out,
alteration or ; equipment of smallholdings provided by the authority, and it appears to
the authority that the proposals are likely to involve '. them in a loss, they may submit
to the Minister estimates, in such form and containing such particulars as the Minister
may prescribe, of the expenditure which the proposals will involve, whether on capital
or revenue account, and of the receipts which will accrue from the proposals, whether
by way of rent or otherwise.

(2) Where estimates are submitted to the Minister under the last foregoing subsection,
the Minister may approve the proposals and estimates either with or without
modifications, and if the proposals are carried out as approved by the Minister, the
Minister may, subject to such conditions as to records, certificates, audit and otherwise
as he may with the approval of the Treasury prescribe, make or undertake to make
contributions towards losses incurred by the smallholdings authority in the carrying
out of the proposals.

(3) Subject to the provisions of the next following subsection, contributions made by the
Minister under this section to any authority shall be annual contributions not exceeding
three-quarters of the amount by which in carrying out the proposals in question the
authority's receipts in respect of the year for which each contribution is made, as
estimated in the estimates approved under subsection (2) of this section, fall short of
their expenditure in respect of the said year, as estimated as aforesaid:

Provided that in so far as the said expenditure consists of the payment of interest
or sinking fund charges on moneys borrowed for the purpose of carrying out the
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proposals, the amount thereof shall be calculated for the purposes of this subsection
by reference to the actual amount of the moneys so borrowed.

(4) The Minister shall not make an annual contribution under this section for any year
earlier than the first year in which in his opinion the proposals of the smallholdings
authority have been brought into full operation ; but in respect of all such earlier years
taken together the Minister may make to the authority a contribution not exceeding
three-quarters of the amount by which the actual receipts of the authority in respect of
those years in carrying out the proposals fall short of their actual expenditure in respect
of those years in the carrying out thereof, the said expenditure being calculated, in so
far as it consists of expenses of management, in such manner as the authority may
with the approval of the Minister determine.

(5) Where a smallholdings authority have submitted estimates under subsection (1) of this
section in connection with any proposals, and the authority subsequently vary their
proposals, the authority shall submit to the Minister such estimates in relation to the
proposals as varied as are specified in subsection (1) of this section ; and—

(a) the foregoing provisions of this section shall apply, in relation to the making
of contributions in respect of any period after the submission of the last-
mentioned estimates, as if those estimates and the proposals as varied had
been the original estimates and proposals of the authority ;

(b) the Minister may vary any agreement to make contributions made by him
under this section accordingly.

(6) Where the Minister is satisfied that a smallholdings authority has reasonably incurred
expenses in connection with the preparation of such proposals and estimates as
aforesaid, or in connection with preparations for the acquisition of land for the
purposes of any such proposals, and the proposals are not carried out, the Minister may
make to the authority a contribution towards the expenses of an amount not exceeding
three-quarters thereof.

(7) The Minister may with the approval of the Treasury make regulations for the purposes
of the foregoing provisions of this section, and in particular such regulations—

(a) may make provision for treating the submission of a scheme which is
approved under section fifty of this Act as if it were the submission of
estimates under subsection (1) or subsection (5) of this section, and for
withholding or reducing contributions where the approval of the Minister
is not obtained under the said section fifty or where in any other respect a
smallholdings authority do not comply with any requirement imposed on them
by or under this Part of this Act in relation to smallholdings provided by them ;

(b) may empower the Minister, as a condition of consenting to the sale, letting
or appropriation of any of the land to which estimates submitted under this
section relate, to require the submission to him of revised estimates, and may
provide for the adjustment of any contributions in accordance with revised
estimates so submitted ;

(c) may make provision as to the making of applications for the payment of
contributions agreed to be made by the Minister under this section and as to
the time at which payments of contributions under this section may be made.

59 Winding-up of Small Holdings and Allotments Account.

The Small Holdings and Allotments Account shall, in accordance with directions of
the Treasury, be wound up as at such date as the Treasury may direct, being a date not
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later than the end of the financial year next after that in which this Part of this Act
comes into operation, and—

(a) any payments which apart from this section would be authorised to be paid out
of that Account shall, if falling due after that date, be defrayed out of moneys
provided by Parliament ;

(b) any balance in the said Account at that date, and any receipts of the
Minister after that date, being receipts which apart from this section would be
authorised to be paid into that Account, shall be paid into the Exchequer.

60 Accounts, etc., of smallholdings authorities.

(1) A smallholdings authority shall keep a separate account of its receipts and expenses
with respect to smallholdings and any such receipt shall be applicable only for
smallholdings purposes, unless the consent of the Minister of Health is obtained to its
application for other purposes.

(2) Where the receipt or payment of money is under this Part of this Act entrusted
by a smallholdings authority to any committee or sub-committee of the authority,
the accounts thereof shall be accounts of the authority, and made up and audited
accordingly.

Supplementary provisions.

61 Constitution and functions of smallholdings committees.

(1) For every smallholdings authority for the time being holding, or proposing to acquire,
land for the purposes of smallholdings, there shall be constituted a smallholdings
committee.

(2) There shall be referred to the smallholdings committee for report and recommendation
all matters relating to the exercise by the smallholdings authority of their functions in
relation to smallholdings; and the committee shall have power to refer as aforesaid to a
sub-committee all or any of the matters referred to the committee under this subsection.

(3) The council of a county may refer as aforesaid to the smallholdings committee
constituted by them under this section any other matters relating to the exercise of
the council's functions in connection with agriculture, except matters which under any
enactment other than an enactment contained in this Part of this Act are required to
be so referred to some other body, and where any such other matters are so referred
to the smallholdings committee that committee shall have power so to refer to a
subcommittee all or any of the matters referred to the committee.

(4) Where under the foregoing provisions of this section any matter is authorised or
required to be referred to a committee or sub-committee, there may be delegated to
them, either with or without conditions or restrictions, any functions relating to the
matters referred, other than powers of raising a rate or borrowing money.

(5) Where, without functions of an authority or committee being delegated under this
section, matters to which the functions relate are referred thereunder to a committee
or sub-committee, the authority or committee shall unless in their opinion the case is
urgent receive and consider the report of the committee or sub-committee with respect
to the matters referred to them.
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(6) Any committee or sub-committee constituted under this section shall consist of
members of the constituting authority or committee together with such less number of
other persons, if any, as may be determined under the next following subsection.

(7) Subject to the provisions of the last foregoing subsection, the constitution of such
committees and sub-committees shall be determined in accordance with arrangements
made by the smallholdings authority and approved by the Minister, and such
arrangements shall provide for the attendance on the smallholdings committee, and
any sub-committee thereof to which matters relating to smallholdings are referred,
of an officer of the Minister appointed for the purpose and for the notification to the
officer of meetings of the smallholdings committee and any such sub-committee.

(8) Section fifty of the Small Holdings and Allotments Act, 1908 (which provides for
the constitution by the council of a county or county borough of a smallholdings and
allotments committee) shall cease to have effect.

62 Keeping of lists of smallholdings.

Every smallholdings authority shall compile and keep, and, if so required at any time
by a person authorised by the Minister in that behalf, produce to him.—

(a) a record of the smallholdings provided by the authority and of the persons
in occupation of such of the smallholdings as are let by the authority and the
rents at which those smallholdings are let, and of the purchasers of such of the
smallholdings as have been sold by the authority ; and

(b) a map or plan showing the size, boundaries and situation of each smallholding
provided by the authority.

63 Annual reports of smallholdings authorities and of Minister.

(1) Every smallholding authority shall, before such date in each year as the Minister may
direct, send to the Minister a report, relating to such matters as the Minister may direct,
of the proceedings of the authority during the foregoing financial year.

(2) The Minister shall lay before Parliament a report in respect of each financial year
summarizing his proceedings in relation to smallholdings, and the proceedings of
smallholdings authorities, for that year, and—

(a) every report of the Minister under this subsection shall include in particular a
statement of the number of smallholdings provided (whether by the Minister
or by smallholdings authorities) during the year to which the report relates
and the amount of the contributions payable to smallholdings authorities by
the Minister in respect of that year and of other expenses incurred by him in
respect thereof in connection with smallholdings;

(b) every third report of the Minister under this subsection shall include an
estimate of the liabilities likely to be incurred by him in respect of the payment
of contributions to smallholdings authorities.

(3) Section ten of the Small Holding Colonies Act, 1916 (which provides for the
presentation to Parliament of an annual report of the proceedings of the Minister under
that Act) shall cease to have effect.
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64 Exercise, in relation to smallholdings, of powers of smallholdings authority to
purchase, sell, let, exchange and appropriate land.

(1) The foregoing provisions of this Part of this Act shall have effect, in relation to the
acquisition of land by a smallholdings authority for the purposes of this Part of this
Act, in substitution for the provisions of the Local Government Act, 1933 as to the
acquisition of land by local authorities.

(2) Except with the approval of the Minister, a smallholdings authority shall not sell, or
let otherwise than in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this Part of this Act,
any land held by them for the purposes of smallholdings.

(3) Section one hundred and sixty-three of the said Act of 1933 (which confers power
on a local authority with the approval of the Minister of Health to appropriate land
for any purpose for which the authority are authorised to acquire land), section one
hundred and sixty-four of the said Act (which confers on local authorities power to let
land, subject to the consent of the Minister of Health in certain cases) and section one
hundred and sixty-five thereof (which empowers a local authority with the consent
of the Minister of Health to sell any land not required for the purpose for which it
was acquired or is being used, and to exchange land for other land) shall, in relation
to land held by a smallholdings authority for the purposes of smallholdings, have
effect subject to the foregoing provisions of this section, and with the substitution for
references to the Minister of Health of references to the Minister.

65 Application of Part IV to councils of county boroughs.

(1) The Minister may, on the application of the council of a county borough, direct that
the provisions of this Part of this Act, other than this section, shall apply in relation to
the council as they apply in relation to the council of a county, being a smallholdings
authority.

(2) The Minister may, whether on the application of the council of the county borough
concerned or otherwise, revoke any direction for the time being in force under this
section.

(3) Where no direction under this section is in force in relation to the council of any county
borough, but land is held by the council for the purposes of smallholdings (whether
in consequence of a previous direction under this section or of the exercise of powers
conferred by the Small Holdings and Allotments Acts, 1908 to 1931), then subject to
the provisions of the next following subsection the provisions of this Part of this Act,
other than this section, shall as respects that land apply in relation to the council as
they apply in relation to the council of a county, being a smallholdings authority.

(4) Where the said provisions of this Part of this Act apply by virtue of the last foregoing
subsection, then—

(a) so much of the said provisions as imposes a duty to provide smallholdings
shall apply as if it conferred a power so to do ;

(b) the council shall not have power to acquire or appropriate land for the purposes
of smallholdings, whether by virtue of the said provisions or otherwise :

Provided that as respects land held by the council for smallholdings purposes by
virtue of the grant of a tenancy or the compulsory hiring of the land, nothing in
paragraph (b) of this subsection shall prevent the extension or renewal of the tenancy
or the compulsory purchase of the land.
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(5) Where by virtue of this section the provisions of section sixty-one of this Act apply
to the council of a county borough—

(a) nothing in subsection (3) of that section shall prevent the council referring
thereunder to the smallholdings committee any matters relating to the exercise
of the council's functions in connection with allotments, so however that those
matters shall not be referred to the smallholdings committee unless a sub-
committee of the smallholdings committee is constituted in accordance with
the provisions of section fourteen of the Allotments Act, 1922, and the matters
are referred by the smallholdings committee to that sub-committee ;

(b) reference of the said matters to the smallholdings committee under the said
section sixty-one shall be sufficient compliance with the requirements of the
said section fourteen as to reference to an allotments committee.

66 Definition of " smallholding.".

(1) The expression " smallholding " in this Part of this Act means a holding (other than
a holding provided, or such as apart from this Act could be provided, under any
enactment relating to the provision of cottage holdings) used or intended to be used
for agriculture, being either a holding of which the area exceeds one acre and does
not exceed fifty acres or a holding of which the area exceeds fifty acres but does not
exceed seventy-five acres and the annual full fair rent (as defined in subsection (2) of
section fifty-two of this Act) does not exceed one hundred and fifty pounds.

(2) In relation to holdings provided otherwise than under this Part of this Act the said
expression includes any holding (other than as aforesaid) falling within the meaning,
assigned to the said expression by the Small Holdings and Allotments Acts, 1908 to
1931.

67 Application and repeal of provisions of Small Holdings and Allotments Acts,
1908 to 1931.

(1) The provisions of the Small Holdings and Allotments Acts, 1908 to 1931, specified
in the first column of Part I of the Eighth Schedule to this Act (which relate to the
matters specified in the second column of the said Part I) shall with the necessary
modifications apply for the purposes of this Part of this Act.

(2) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this Part of this Act, the said Acts, other than
the provisions thereof specified in the said Part I, are hereby repealed in so far as they
relate to smallholdings:

Provided that—
(a) without prejudice to subsection (2) of section thirty-eight of the Interpretation

Act, 1889 (which relates to the effect of repeals), the provisions of the said
Acts specified in the first column of Part II of the Eighth Schedule to this
Act, which relate to the matters specified in that column, shall continue in
operation to the extent specified in the second column of the said Part II, but
subject to any modification so specified;

(b) nothing in this subsection shall affect the provisions of the said Acts relating
to the acquisition, and to proceedings in relation to the acquisition, of land for
the purposes of small holdings as those provisions apply, by virtue of section
seventeen of the Land Settlement (Facilities) Act, 1919, to the acquisition of
land by county councils for allotments.
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PART V

ADMINISTRATIVE AND GENERAL.

The Agricultural Land Commission.

68 Establishment of Agricultural Land Commission and Welsh Agricultural Land
Sub-Commission.

(1) There shall be established a Commission to be called the Agricultural Land
Commission which, subject to the provisions of this section, shall be charged with the
functions—

(a) of managing and farming land vested in the Minister, or for the management
or farming of which he has become responsible, being land which is placed
by him under the control of the Commission;

(b) of advising and assisting the Minister in matters relating to the management
of agricultural land,

and with such other functions as may be entrusted to the Commission by or under the
provisions of this Act.

(2) The Commission shall be a body corporate by the name of "the Agricultural Land
Commission " with perpetual succession and a common seal, and shall consist of a
chairman and not less than three nor more than six other members appointed by the
Minister.

One of the said other members shall be appointed by the Minister to act as deputy
chairman.

(3) The functions of the Commission shall not include the acquisition or the disposal of
land, except that where land is placed under the control of the Commission for the
purposes of paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section the Commission may in the
name and on behalf of the Minister grant any tenancy of the land which could have
been granted by the Minister :

Provided that the Commission shall not grant any such tenancy for a greater interest
than from year to year except with the approval of the Minister.

(4) Subject as aforesaid, the Commission shall have power to enter into such transactions
and do all such things (whether or not involving the expenditure of money) as in their
opinion are expedient for the proper discharge of their functions.

(5) Such of the functions of the Commission relating to Wales and Monmouthshire as
may be determined by the Commission shall be delegated by the Commission, subject
to such conditions or restrictions as may be so determined, to a Sub-Commission
to be called the Welsh Agricultural Land Sub-Commission, which shall consist of a
chairman appointed by the Minister, being a member of the Commission, and three
other persons appointed by the Minister.

(6) The persons appointed to be members of the Commission and the Sub-Commission
shall be persons appearing to the Minister to be qualified as having appropriate
technical, commercial or administrative qualifications, and one of the persons
appointed to be a member of the Commission shall be a person appearing to the
Minister to be qualified as having special knowledge and experience of agriculture
in Wales.
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(7) The Commission in the exercise of their functions, and the Sub-Commission in the
exercise of functions delegated to them, shall comply with such directions of a general
character as may be given to them by the Minister.

(8) The provisions in that behalf of the Ninth Schedule to this Act shall have effect as to
the constitution of the Commission and the Sub-Commission and otherwise in relation
to them.

69 Powers of Commission and Sub-Commission to hold inquiries.

(1) The Agricultural Land Commission may hold such inquiries as they consider
necessary or desirable for the discharge of their functions.

(2) If the Minister is satisfied that, for the purposes of any inquiry on the part of the
Commission into a particular matter, it is necessary so to do, the Minister may by
order specifying the matter to be inquired into direct that in respect of any meeting of
the Commission held for the purpose of inquiring into that matter, being a meeting at
which not less than three members of the Commission are present, the Tribunals of
Inquiry (Evidence) Act, 1921, shall apply to the Commission as if they were a tribunal
established in accordance with that Act and as if that Act had been applied to the
Commission in the manner thereby required.

(3) In relation to any functions delegated to the Welsh Agricultural Land Sub-Commission
the foregoing provisions of this section shall have effect with the substitution of
references to the Sub-Commission for references to the Commission and of a reference
to two members for the reference to three members.

(4) Any order under this section shall be laid before Parliament forthwith after being made,
and if either House of Parliament, within a period of forty days beginning with the
day on which any such order is laid before it, resolves that an Address be presented to
His Majesty praying that the order be annulled, no further proceedings shall be taken
thereunder after the date of the resolution, and His Majesty may by Order in Council
revoke the order, so, however, that any such resolution and revocation shall be without
prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under the order or to the making
of a new order.

In reckoning any such period of forty days as aforesaid, no account shall be taken of
any time during which Parliament is dissolved or prorogued, or during which both
Houses are adjourned for more than four days.

70 Annual report of Commission.

(1) The Agricultural Land Commission shall as respects each financial year prepare and
submit to the Minister a report on the discharge, whether by the Commission or
the Welsh Agricultural Land Sub-Commission, of the functions of the Commission
and accounts showing separately the results of the discharge of the said functions in
relation to farming and in relation to the management of land.

(2) The report for any year shall set out any direction given by the Minister to the
Commission or the Welsh Agricultural Land Sub-Commission during that year, unless
the Minister has notified to the Commission his opinion that it is against the national
interest to do so.
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(3) The accounts for each year shall be in such form as the Minister may with the approval
of the Treasury direct.

(4) The report and accounts for any year shall be submitted to the Minister at such time
as he may with the approval of the Treasury direct.

(5) The Minister shall, on or before the thirtieth day of November in any year, transmit to
the Comptroller and Auditor General the accounts prepared by the Commission under
this section for the financial year last ended.

(6) The Minister shall lay before Parliament the reports of the Commission submitted to
him under this section; and the Comptroller and Auditor General shall examine and
certify the accounts of the Commission transmitted to him under this section and lay
before Parliament copies of the accounts, together with his report thereon.

County Agricultural Executive Committees.

71 Establishment and functions of County Agricultural Executive Committees.

(1) For each administrative county, except the County of London, the Minister shall
establish a County Agricultural Executive Committee which shall be charged, in
relation to the county for which the Committee are established, with the duty of
promoting agricultural development and efficiency by such means as the Minister may
direct and of exercising such functions as the Minister may delegate to the Committee
under the next following section.

(2) The Minister may by order direct that any two or more administrative counties shall
be treated for the purposes of this section and the Schedules therein referred to as if
those counties taken together were a single administrative county; and the provisions
of the Tenth Schedule to this Act shall have effect in relation to any order under this
subsection.

(3) A County Agricultural Executive Committee may with the approval of the Minister,
and shall if the Minister so requires, appoint one or more sub-committees, and the
County Agricultural Executive Committee shall refer to a subcommittee for report
and recommendation such matters as may be determined by the Committee with the
approval of the Minister or as may be required by the Minister, and shall delegate to a
sub-committee such of the functions of the Committee, to such extent and subject to
such conditions or restrictions, as may be so determined or required.

(4) A County Agricultural Executive Committee may with the approval of the Minister,
and shall if the Minister so requires, appoint one or more district committees for such
part or parts of the county as may be determined by the County Agricultural Executive
Committee with the approval of the Minister or as may be required by the Minister,
and the County Agricultural Executive Committee shall refer to a district committee
for report and recommendation such matters relating to the part of the county for which
the district committee are appointed as may be so determined or required.

(5) In the exercise of their functions a County Agricultural Executive Committee shall
comply with any directions given by the Minister, and a sub-committee or district
committee shall comply with any directions given by the Minister or by the County
Agricultural Executive Committee by which the sub-committee or district committee
were established.
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(6) The provisions in that behalf of the Ninth Schedule to this Act shall have effect as to
the constitution of County Agricultural Executive Committees, sub-committees and
district committees and otherwise in relation thereto.

(7) Without prejudice to the provisions of the next following section, the functions under
any enactment of any War Agricultural Executive Committee therein referred to shall
in such cases as may be prescribed be transferred to the Minister.

(8) For the purposes of this section and of the Schedules therein referred to—
(a) a county borough which is surrounded by a single administrative county shall

be treated as if it were included in that county,
(b) any other county borough shall be treated as if it were included in such

adjoining administrative county as the Minister may direct, or, if the Minister
so directs, as if it were included partly in one such country and partly in
another,

(c) the county of London shall be treated as if any such part thereof as the Minister
may direct were included in such adjoining administrative county as he may
direct, and

(d) the Isles of Stilly shall be treated as if those Isles were an administrative
county.

72 Delegation of functions of Minister to County Agricultural Executive
Committees.

The Minister may make regulations providing for delegating to a County Agricultural
Executive Committee, to such extent and subject to such conditions or restrictions as
may be specified by or under the regulations, such of his functions—

(a) under this Act;
(b) under any other enactment (whether passed before or after the passing of this

Act), being functions relating to agriculture,
as may be so specified.

Agricultural Land Tribunals.

73 Establishment, constitution and procedure of Agricultural Land Tribunals.

(1) For the purposes of this section, the Minister shall by order constitute such number
of areas, together comprising the whole of England and Wales, as he may consider
expedient, and for each area so constituted there shall be established an Agricultural
Land Tribunal, which shall be charged with the duty of determining matters referred
to them under this Act

(2) The provisions in that behalf of the Ninth Schedule to this Act shall have effect as to
the constitution of Agricultural Land Tribunals and otherwise in relation thereto.

(3) The Minister may by order make provision for the procedure of Agricultural Land
Tribunals, and in particular—

(a) for the taking of evidence on oath, affirmation or otherwise, the cross-
examination of witnesses, and for the summoning of witnesses in like manner
as for the purposes of an arbitration under the Agricultural Holdings Act,
1923;
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(b) for the recording and proof of the decisions of the Tribunals, and for enabling
the Tribunals to decide by a majority;

(c) for the sitting of Tribunals in two or more divisions, and for the assignment
of the work of a Tribunal among the divisions thereof.

(4) An order under the last foregoing subsection may make different provision for the
procedure on different classes of reference to the Tribunals.

74 Proceedings before Agricultural Land Tribunal on reference of Minister's
proposals.

(1) In any case where by any of the provisions of this Act a person is empowered to require
that a proposal of the Minister to take any action shall be referred to the Agricultural
Land Tribunal, then if within the prescribed time and in the prescribed manner the said
person so requires, the proposal shall be referred accordingly.

(2) On any such reference the Tribunal shall determine—
(a) whether the conditions as to which the Minister must be satisfied before taking

the action are fulfilled, and
(b) whether, having regard to their determination under the foregoing paragraph

and to all the circumstances of the case, the Minister should or should not take
the action proposed,

and shall report to the Minister accordingly; and the Minister shall forward a copy of
the report to any person who availed himself of an opportunity to make representations
to the Minister afforded to him under the provisions in question of this Act.

(3) In any such case as is mentioned in subsection (1) of this section the Minister shall not
give effect to the proposal until the expiration of the period within which a reference
to the Tribunal may be required.

(4) Where such a reference is duly required the Minister shall act in accordance with the
report of the Tribunal and not otherwise.

(5) Forthwith after taking action in any such case as is mentioned in subsection (1) of this
section the Minister shall serve notice thereof in writing on any person who under the
provisions in question of this Act was entitled to be afforded an opportunity to make
representations to the Minister.

Supplementary administrative provisions.

75 Provisions as to land lying partly in one area and partly in another.

Where any land lies partly in the area of the Welsh Agricultural Land Sub-Commission
and partly outside that area, or partly in the area of one County Agricultural Executive
Committee and partly in the area of another, or partly in the area of one Agricultural
Land Tribunal and partly in the area of another, the Minister may direct that for
the purposes of anything required or authorised to be done by or before the Sub-
Commission or the Agricultural Land Commission, or by or before such a committee
or tribunal, as the case may be, in relation to that land the whole of the land shall
be deemed to be comprised in the area comprising such part of the land as may be
specified in the direction.
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76 Dissolution of Councils of Agriculture, the Agricultural Advisory Committee
and county agricultural committees established under 9 and 10 Geo. 5. c. 91.

(1) The Councils of Agriculture and the Agricultural Advisory Committee established
under Part II of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Act, 1919, and the
agricultural committees established under Part III of that Act, are hereby dissolved.

(2) In paragraph (b) of the Schedule to the Corn Production Acts (Repeal) Act, 1921
(which empowers the Minister to delegate his functions under that Schedule to the
agricultural committee of a county or borough) for the words " the Agricultural
Committee of " there shall be substituted the words " the Council of ".

(3) In subsection (2) of section fifteen of the Agriculture Act, 1937 (which provides for
the payment of grants for land drainage expenses to the councils of county boroughs,
except a county borough which has not established an agricultural committee) the
words from "and except the council" to the end of the subsection shall cease to have
effect.

Statistics of Agriculture in Great Britain.

77 Agricultural Statistics Advisory Committees.

(1) The Minister and the Secretary of State shall establish committees, to be known
respectively as the Agricultural Statistics Advisory Committee and the Scottish
Agricultural Statistics Advisory Committee, to advise the said Ministers respectively
in the making of regulations under the next following section.

(2) Each Committee shall consist of such number of persons appointed by the Minister
or the Secretary of State, as the case may be, on such terms as to tenure of office,
as he may determine, and in the appointment of members of the Committee he shall
secure that the Committee includes persons appearing to him to represent the interests
of owners and farmers of land used for agriculture and of persons employed in
agriculture.

(3) The Minister or the Secretary of State may pay to the members of the Committee
appointed by him such travelling and other allowances as he may with the approval
of the Treasury determine.

78 Power to obtain agricultural statistics.

(1) Where it appears to the Minister expedient so to do for the purpose of obtaining
statistical information relating to agriculture, he may, after consultation with the
Committee established by him under the last foregoing section, make regulations
providing for the service upon owners and occupiers of land used for agriculture, or
of land which the Minister has reason to believe may be so used, of notices requiring
them to furnish in writing, in such form and manner and to such person as may be
prescribed, and within such time and with respect to such date or dates or such period
or periods as may be specified in the notice, the prescribed information (including,
as respects paragraphs (c) to (e) of this subsection, the prescribed information as to
quantities, values, expenditure and receipts) relating to—

(a) the situation, area, description and extent of land used for agriculture and
owned or farmed by them, the date of acquisition of the land and the date
at which so much thereof as is comprised in any agricultural unit became



Agriculture Act 1947 (c. 48)
PART V – ADMINISTRATIVE AND GENERAL.
Document Generated: 2023-05-24

53

Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

comprised therein, the rates payable in respect of the land and the assessment
of the land for the purposes of Schedule A of the Income Tax Act, 1918,

(b) the names and addresses of the owners and occupiers of the land, whether the
land or any, and if so what, part thereof is let and at what rent,

(c) the character and use of different parts of the land, the time at which any use
thereof was begun or will become fully effective, and their produce at any
time during the period beginning one year before, and ending one year after,
the time at which the information is required to be furnished,

(d) fixed and other equipment, livestock, and the stocks of agricultural produce
and requisites held in respect of the land, and the provision and maintenance
of such equipment, livestock and requisites and the provision of agricultural
services for the benefit of the land,

(e) the methods and operations used on the land, the marketing or other disposal
of the produce thereof, any payments received under any enactment in respect
of such produce, and the provision of agricultural services otherwise than for
the benefit of the land,

(f) the number and description of persons employed on, or employed by the
occupier in disposing of the produce of, the land, and the remuneration paid
to, and hours worked by, persons so employed or such persons of different
descriptions,

and regulations under this section may apply either to owners or occupiers generally
or to such descriptions of owners or occupiers as may be

In this subsection the expression " livestock " includes any animal.

(2) For the purpose of obtaining statistical information relating to agriculture, any person
authorised by the Minister in that behalf may, after giving not less than twenty-four
hours notice and on producing if so required evidence of his authority to act for the
purposes of this subsection, orally require the owner or occupier of land to furnish
to him within a reasonable time, and either orally or in writing as the said owner or
occupier may elect, such information, whether or not specified in the said notice, as
the said person authorised by the Minister may require, being information which the
owner or occupier, as the case may be, could have been required to furnish under the
last foregoing subsection.

(3) References in the two last foregoing subsections to the owner of land include
references to a person exercising, as servant or agent of the owner, functions of estate
management in relation to the land, and references in those subsections to the occupier
of land include references to a person responsible for the control of the farming of the
land as servant or agent of the occupier thereof.

(4) No person shall be required under the foregoing provisions of this section to furnish
any balance sheet or profit and loss account, but this subsection shall not prevent the
requiring of information by reason only that it is or might be contained as an item in
such a balance sheet or account.

(5) Without prejudice to the general provisions of this Part of this Act as to the service
of notices, any notice authorised or required by subsection (1) or (2) of this section to
be served on an occupier shall be deemed to be duly served if it is addressed to him
by the description of " the occupier " of the land in question and sent by post to, or
delivered to some person on, the land.

(6) For the purposes of this and the three next following sections the expression " owner
" means, in relation to land, a person, other than a mortgagee not in possession, who
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is for the time being entitled to dispose of the fee simple of the land, and includes
also a person holding, or entitled to the rents and profits of, the land under a lease or
agreement.

(7) The provisions of this and the three next following sections shall extend to Scotland
with the substitution for references to the Minister of references to the Secretary of
State, and with the substitution for the definition of the expression " owner " in the
last foregoing subsection of the following definition—

“The expression ' owner, ' in relation to land, includes any person who under
the Lands Clauses Acts would be enabled to sell and convey the land to the
promoters of an undertaking, and includes also a lessee under a lease.”

(8) The Agricultural Returns Act, 1925, shall cease to have effect, and the reference to
that Act in subsection (2) of section thirty-four of the Agricultural Development Act,
1939, shall be construed as a reference to this section.

79 Information as to dealings in land used for agriculture.

The Minister may by regulation require that parties to any sale of land which
immediately before the completion of the transaction was being used for agriculture,
or to any grant, assignment or surrender of a tenancy of such land for an interest
not less than that of a tenant for a year, shall within the prescribed period from the
completion of the transaction furnish to the Minister, in such manner as may be
prescribed, information as to the names and addresses of the parties to the transaction
and the situation and extent of the land thereby affected.

80 Restriction on disclosure of information.

No information relating to any particular land or business, being information which
has been obtained under section seventy-eight or seventy-nine of this Act, shall be
published or otherwise disclosed without the previous consent in writing of the person
by whom the information was furnished and every other person whose interests may
in the opinion of the Minister be affected by the disclosure, being an owner or the
occupier of the land :

Provided that nothing in this section shall restrict the disclosure of information—
(a) to the Minister in charge of any Government department, to any authority

acting under an enactment for regulating the marketing of any agricultural
produce, or to any person exercising functions on behalf of any such Minister
or authority for the purpose of the exercise of those functions;

(b) to an authority having power under any enactment to give permission for
the development of land, for the purpose of assisting that authority in the
preparation of proposals relating to such development or in considering
whether or not to give such permission;

(c) if the disclosure is confined to situation, extent, number and kind of livestock,
character of land, and name and address of owner and occupier, to any person
to whom the Minister considers that the disclosure thereof is required in the
public interest;

(d) to any person for the purposes of any criminal proceedings under the next
following section or for the purposes of any report of such proceedings,
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or the use of information in any manner which the Minister thinks necessary or
expedient in connection with the maintenance of the supply of food in the United
Kingdom.

81 Penalties.

(1) Any person who without reasonable excuse fails to furnish information in compliance
with a requirement under section seventy-eight or seventy-nine of this Act shall be
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds.

(2) If any person—
(a) in purported compliance with a requirement imposed under section seventy-

eight or seventy-nine of this Act knowingly or recklessly furnishes any
information which is false in any material particular, or

(b) publishes or otherwise discloses any information in contravention of the last
foregoing section,

he shall be liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
three months or to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds or to both such imprisonment and
such fine, or on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
two years or to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds or to both such imprisonment
and such fine.

General powers of acquisition and management of land by Minister.

82 Powers of Minister to acquire land by agreement.

(1) The Minister may acquire by agreement—
(a) any land used for agriculture;
(b) any other land falling within the definition in this Act of the expression

agricultural land;
(c) where any such land as aforesaid is offered to the Minister for acquisition by

him on the condition that he also acquires other land not falling within the two
foregoing paragraphs, that other land;

(d) any other land as respects which power is conferred on the Minister by this
Act to purchase the land compulsorily in accordance with the provisions of
this Act in that behalf.

(2) Where in pursuance of this section the Minister purchases land under the Ecclesiastical
Leasing Acts, the consent of the patron to the sale shall not be necessary.

83 Acquisition by Minister of land for research, experiment and demonstration.

The Minister may acquire by compulsory purchase or hiring in accordance with the
provisions of this Act in that behalf any land for the purposes of agricultural research
or experiment or of demonstrating agricultural methods.

84 Acquisition of land by Minister to ensure full and efficient use thereof.

(1) Where—
(a) the Minister is satisfied in the case of any agricultural land that the full and

efficient use of the land for agriculture is being prevented by reason of work
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not being carried out or fixed equipment not being provided, and that having
regard to the nature of the work or equipment required for such use of the land
as aforesaid it cannot reasonably be expected to be carried out or provided
unless the Minister exercises his powers under this subsection; or

(b) the Minister is satisfied in the case of any agricultural land that the full and
efficient use of the land for agriculture will be prevented if existing fixed
equipment thereon is not maintained, and that having regard to the nature of
the equipment it cannot reasonably be expected to be maintained unless the
Minister exercises his powers under this subsection; or

(c) agricultural land has been severed from other such land in the exercise of
powers conferred, for purposes other than agricultural purposes, by or under
any enactment, or has been otherwise injuriously affected in the exercise of
such powers, or such powers have been conferred and the Minister is satisfied
that they will be exercised so that agricultural land will be severed or otherwise
injuriously affected as aforesaid, and (in any case) the Minister is satisfied
that the full and efficient use of the land for agriculture cannot be achieved
unless the land is used therefor in conjunction with other land and that it cannot
reasonably be expected to be so used unless the Minister exercises his powers
under this subsection,

then, if the Minister proposes to secure the carrying out of the work, the provision or
maintenance of the equipment, or the use of the land in conjunction with other land, as
the case may be, he may acquire the land, or any part thereof, by compulsory purchase
or hiring in accordance with the provisions of this Act in that behalf.

(2) Before proceeding with the acquisition of land under paragraph (a) or paragraph (b)
of the last foregoing subsection, the Minister shall refer to the Agricultural Land
Commission for their report thereon the question whether the conditions are fulfilled
as to which under the said paragraph (a) or (b), as the case may be, the Minister must
be satisfied before acquiring the land, and shall take into consideration the report of
the Commission.

(3) On any such reference the Commission, after inspecting the land in question and
making such other enquiries as appear to them requisite, shall prepare a draft report to
the Minister on the question referred to them, containing such information as to work
to be carried out, or fixed equipment to be provided or maintained, as mentioned in
the said paragraph (a) or (b), as appears to the Commission necessary for indicating
whether such work or equipment can reasonably be expected to be carried out,
provided or maintained without the exercise by the Minister of his powers under
subsection (1) of this section.

(4) The Commission shall publish, in such manner as appears to them best suited for
informing owners, lessees and occupiers of land to which a draft report under the
last foregoing subsection relates, a notice stating a place where copies of the draft
report may be obtained by owners, lessees or occupiers of any of the said land, and
the time within which representations may be made to the Commission by any such
owners, lessees or occupiers, either orally or in writing, as to the question referred to
the Commission.

(5) The Commission shall consider any such representations as aforesaid duly made, and
any technical or other evidence adduced on the making of the representations, and
shall then submit a report to the Minister, either in the terms of the draft or subject
to such modifications as appear to the Commission expedient in the light of the said
representations and evidence.
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(6) The Minister shall cause any report of the Commission under this section to be
published.

(7) The Minister may acquire by compulsory purchase or hiring in accordance with the
provisions of this Act in that behalf any land as to which he is satisfied that its
acquisition by him is necessary in order to put to full and efficient use for agriculture
land acquired by him under subsection (1) of this section.

85 Power of Minister to retain possession of land in interests of agricultural
production.

(1) The following provisions of this section shall have effect for the purpose of enabling
the Minister to secure or maintain the full and efficient use for agriculture—

(a) of agricultural land of which the Minister or a person acting under his authority
is in possession, or

(b) of other such agricultural land in conjunction with which in the opinion of
the Minister the land mentioned in paragraph (a) of this subsection ought to
be farmed.

(2) Where the Minister or any person acting under his authority is in possession of the land
mentioned in paragraph (a) of the last foregoing subsection under powers conferred by
regulations made under the Emergency Powers (Defence) Acts, 1939 to 1945, or is in
possession thereof under section twenty-three of the Agriculture (Miscellaneous War
Provisions) Act, 1940, and the Minister is satisfied that it is necessary for the purpose
mentioned in the last foregoing subsection that possession of the land should be
retained by him or on his behalf, and certifies accordingly, the Minister may purchase
the land compulsorily in accordance with the provisions of this Act in that behalf.

(3) Where the Minister or any person acting under his authority is in possession of the
land mentioned in paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section by virtue of having
acquired the land under section nine of the Agriculture (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act, 1941, or section sixteen of the Agriculture (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1943
(which empower the Minister in certain circumstances to acquire land, but subject
to an obligation to offer it for re-sale as provided in section ten of the said Act of
1941) and the Minister is satisfied that it is necessary for the purposes mentioned in
the said subsection (1) that the said obligation shall not apply to the land, and certifies
accordingly, the said obligation shall not apply in relation to the land.

(4) The Minister shall not give a certificate under this section until, after affording—
(a) in the case of a proposed certificate under subsection (2) of this section,

to every person on whom under paragraph 3 of the First Schedule to the
Acquisition of Land (Authorisation Procedure) Act, 1946, and apart from
any direction under that paragraph, a notice would be required to be served
of a proposed compulsory purchase order under that Act authorising the
compulsory purchase of the land to which the proposed certificate is to relate,

(b) in the case of a proposed certificate under subsection (3) of this section, to
any person to whom apart from the certificate the Minister would be under an
obligation to offer to re-sell the land under section ten of the said Act of 1941,

an opportunity of making representations to the Minister, whether in writing or on
being heard by a person appointed by the Minister, he has given notice in writing to
every such person as is mentioned in paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) of this subsection,
as the case may be, of the Minister's proposal to give the certificate.
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(5) Any person to whom notice of a proposal is given under the last foregoing subsection
may require that the proposal shall be referred to the Agricultural Land Tribunal
established under this Part of this Act, and the provisions in that behalf of this Part of
this Act shall apply accordingly.

(6) Nothing in section nine or ten of the said Act of 1941 or section sixteen of the said
Act of 1943 shall require the Minister, in the case of land acquired by him under the
said section nine or sixteen, to re-sell the land except in pursuance of an offer made
and duly accepted under subsections (1) to (4) of the said section ten.

86 Control of subdivision of agricultural units.

(1) If while this section is in force a major disposition to which this section applies is
made of land forming part only of an agricultural unit, and the consent of the Minister
to the disposition is not obtained either before or after the making thereof, then subject
to the provisions of this section the Minister may within three years from the making
of the disposition purchase compulsorily in accordance with the provisions of this Act
in that behalf the said land and any other land which when the disposition was made
formed part of the agricultural unit:

Provided that the Minister shall not have power under this subsection to purchase
any such other land which since the disposition was made has been the subject of
a disposition to which the consent of the Minister has been obtained or a major
disposition to which when it was made this section did not apply.

(2) If while this section is in force any minor disposition to which this section applies is
made of land forming part only of an agricultural unit, and the consent of the Minister
to the disposition is not obtained either before or after the making thereof, the land
shall be treated for the purposes of this section as continuing to form part of the unit
notwithstanding the disposition or anything done in pursuance thereof:

Provided that where at any time it is shown that land has throughout the last preceding
three years been farmed as part of the same agricultural unit as other land, nothing in
this subsection shall require the first-mentioned land to be treated at the said time as
being outside the agricultural unit comprising that other land.

(3) Subject to the provisions of the Eleventh Schedule to this Act as to mortgages and
charges, in this section the expression " disposition " means a conveyance, assignment,
surrender, grant, or agreement for the grant of an interest in land; the expression "
major disposition " means a conveyance of the fee simple, a grant or agreement for
the grant of a tenancy for an interest greater than from year to year, or an assignment
or surrender of a tenancy granted for any such interest; and the expression " minor
disposition " means any other disposition; and subject to the provisions of the said
Eleventh Schedule the dispositions to which this section applies are all dispositions
except—

(a) a conveyance, assignment or surrender of an interest where the disposition
comprises the whole of the land in an agricultural unit to which that interest
extends, or a grant or agreement for the grant of an interest out of another
interest if the disposition comprises the whole of the land in an agricultural
unit to which the said other interest extends;

(b) a conveyance of the fee simple, or an assignment, grant or agreement for the
grant of a tenancy, made in pursuance of a specific devise, bequest or direction
in that behalf contained in any testamentary instrument;
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(c) any disposition made in pursuance of a contract in writing entered into at a
time when this section is not in force.

(4) The Minister shall not refuse his consent under this section to any disposition, or
exercise any power of compulsory purchase under subsection (1) of this section,
unless, after affording—

(a) in the case of an application for the Minister's consent to a disposition, to the
parties thereto;

(b) in the case of a compulsory purchase of land, to every person on whom under
paragraph 3 of the First Schedule to the Acquisition of Land (Authorisation
Procedure) Act, 1946, and apart from any directions under that paragraph,
a notice would be required to be served of a proposed compulsory purchase
order under that Act authorising the compulsory purchase of the land,

an opportunity of making representations to the Minister, whether in writing or on
being heard by a person appointed by the Minister, the Minister is satisfied that it is
expedient so to do in order to avoid a less efficient use for agriculture of the land in
question, and certifies accordingly.

(5) Before giving a certificate in a case falling within paragraph (b) of the last foregoing
subsection the Minister shall give notice in writing to every such person as is specified
in that paragraph of his proposal to give the certificate.

(6) Any person to whom notice of a proposal is given under the last foregoing subsection
may require that the proposal shall be referred to the Agricultural Land Tribunal, and
the provisions of this Part of this Act in that behalf shall apply accordingly.

(7) This section shall be in force during any such period as the Minister may by order
determine, and any order under this subsection may have effect either generally or in
relation to such area as may be specified therein.

(8) Any order under the last foregoing subsection shall be of no effect unless approved
by resolution of each House of Parliament.

87 Experimental schemes for readjustment of farm boundaries.

(1) Where it appears to the Minister, in the case of any area, that it is for consideration
whether in the interests of the full and efficient use of land for agriculture adjustments
should be made in the boundaries between agricultural units in the area, or whether
any such agricultural units or parts thereof should be amalgamated with other such
agricultural units or parts thereof, the Minister may refer the matter for consideration
to the Agricultural Land Commission (hereafter in this section referred to as " the
Commission ").

(2) On any such reference the Commission shall, after causing the area to which the
reference relates to be inspected and affording an opportunity to persons appearing
to them to be likely to be affected by any such adjustment or amalgamation to make
representations to the Commission, submit a report to the Minister—

(a) stating whether in the opinion of the Commission it is desirable to promote a
scheme for securing such adjustments or amalgamations as are mentioned in
subsection (1) of this section, and

(b) if they report that it is desirable so to do, setting out a provisional scheme for
that purpose;
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and if after considering the report of the Commission the Minister is of opinion that it
is desirable to promote such a scheme as aforesaid, he shall, subject to the provisions of
the next following subsection, direct the Commission to proceed with the preparation
of a final scheme for submission to the Minister and confirmation by him.

(3) The Minister shall not, save as hereinafter provided, direct the Commission to proceed
with the preparation of a final scheme under this section in the case of more than three
areas:

Provided that the Minister may by order direct that the foregoing provisions of this
subsection shall have effect with the substitution therein of such greater number of
areas as may be specified in the order, but any order made under this proviso shall be
of no effect unless approved by resolution of each House of Parliament.

(4) The provisions of the Twelfth Schedule to this Act shall have effect in relation
to references to the Commission under this section and to the form, confirmation,
variation, validity and coming into operation of schemes thereunder.

(5) The Commission may by notice in writing served on any person require him to furnish
to them any such information as to the owners of interests in, and occupiers of, land
specified in the notice as appears to the Commission requisite for the purposes of their
functions under this section and the said Twelfth Schedule, and if without reasonable
excuse any person on whom such a notice is served fails within a reasonable time to
furnish to the Commission the information required, he shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding ten pounds, and to a further fine not exceeding five
pounds for each day after conviction on which the failure continues.

(6) It shall be the duty of the Commission to secure the carrying out of any final scheme
which has come into operation under this section, either as confirmed or, with the
consent of persons appearing to the Commission to be affected and the approval of
the Minister, subject to such modifications as appear to the Commission expedient for
the purposes of the scheme.

(7) Where—
(a) the Commission report to the Minister at any time after the coming into

operation of a final scheme that the carrying out of the scheme is being
hindered by failure to reach agreement in relation to the disposal of, or of any
interest in, any land in the area to which the scheme relates, and

(b) the Minister is satisfied that it is necessary in order to carry out the scheme
that he should exercise his powers under this subsection,

the Minister may purchase that land compulsorily in accordance with the provisions
of this Act in that behalf.

(8) The owner of any land to which a final scheme under this section relates may at any
time after the expiration of seven years from the coming into operation of the scheme,
if the purchase under the last foregoing subsection of his interest in the land has not
then become obligatory, give notice in writing to the Minister that he desires to avail
himself of the provisions of this subsection, and where such a notice is given then
unless within three months from the giving of the notice either—

(a) the purchase of the interest under the last foregoing subsection has become
obligatory, or

(b) the Minister has made to the owner an offer to purchase his interest at a price
to be agreed, or, in default of agreement, at the like price, determined in the
like manner, as if the purchase were compulsory,
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his interest shall be treated as excepted from compulsory purchase under the last
foregoing

In this subsection the expression " owner ", in relation to any land, means a person,
other than a mortgagee not in possession, who is for the time being entitled to dispose
of the fee simple of the land, whether in possession or in reversion, and includes also a
person holding or entitled to the rents and profits of the land under a lease or agreement
the unexpired period whereof exceeds three years.

(9) On the completion of the carrying out of any final scheme under this section the
Commission shall submit to the Minister a report on the carrying out of the scheme
and the Minister shall, as soon as may be, lay copies of the report before Parliament.

(10) Where for the purposes of a final scheme under this section the landlord of a holding
gives notice to quit part of the holding, then unless—

(a) under section twenty-seven of the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1923, the tenant
accepts the notice to quit as a notice to quit the entire holding, and

(b) in consequence of the tenant so doing he becomes entitled under section thirty
of this Act to compensation for disturbance in respect of the entire holding,

the tenant shall notwithstanding proviso (a) of subsection (2) of the said section thirty
not be entitled to any compensation under that section in excess of the loss or expense
referred to in the said subsection (2) proved to have been suffered or incurred by him.

88 Transfer to Minister of land vested in other Government departments.

(1) The appropriate Ministers may by order provide for the transfer to the Minister, by
virtue of the order and without further assurance.—

(a) of any interest in land vested in the Minister of Works which was acquired by
that Minister for the purposes of any functions of the Minister,

(b) of any interest in other land, being an interest held on behalf of His Majesty for
the purposes of any Government department, in any case where it appears to
the appropriate Ministers to be expedient that the interest should be transferred
to the Minister either on the ground that it is no longer required to be held for
the purpose for which it was acquired or otherwise,

and any order under this section may contain such incidental and supplementary
provisions as appear to the appropriate Ministers necessary or expedient for giving
effect to the order.

(2) In this section the expression " the appropriate Ministers " means the Minister and—
(a) in relation to paragraph (a) of the last foregoing subsection, the Minister of

Works;
(b) in relation to paragraph (b) thereof, the Minister in charge of the Government

department in question.

89 Transfer of land from Land Settlement Associations to Minister.

Where any body of persons having as its object or one of its objects the promotion of
land settlement agrees with the Minister for the transfer to him of land owned by the
said body, the Minister shall have power to acquire the land notwithstanding that not
all of it is agricultural land; and the agreement may with the approval of the Treasury
provide for the remission by the Minister, in consideration of the acquisition by him
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of the land or of the land and other property, of debts due to the Minister from the
said body.

90 Powers of management, etc., of land acquired by Minister.

(1) The Minister may manage, farm, sell, let or otherwise deal with or dispose of land
acquired by him—

(a) in such manner as appears to him expedient for the purpose for which the land
was acquired; or

(b) if he is satisfied that the land ought to be devoted to some other purpose, in
such manner as appears to him expedient therefor:

Provided that—
(i) the Minister shall not sell land acquired by him except where it

appears to him that, having regard to the use proposed to be made of
the land, it is expedient that it should be sold by him

(ii) this section shall have effect subject to any restrictions imposed by or
under any enactment on the powers of the Minister.

(2) The powers of management conferred on the Minister by subsection (1) of this section
shall include power to provide such facilities for the welfare of tenants of, or other
persons employed in agriculture on, land managed by him as the Minister thinks
expedient.

91 Repeal of sections 1 to 4 of 21 and 22 Geo. 5. c. 41.

Sections one to four of the Agricultural Land (Utilisation) Act, 1931 (which enable
the Minister to acquire land for demonstration farms and for reclamation) shall cease
to have effect.

Provisions as to compulsory acquisition of land.

92 Procedure for compulsory purchase of land.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, where under any provision of this Act power is
conferred on the Minister or a smallholdings authority to purchase land compulsorily,
the power shall be exercisable for the purchase of any particular land on the Minister
or the authority, as the case may be, being authorised so to purchase the land in
accordance with the provisions of the Acquisition of Land (Authorisation Procedure)
Act, 1946, and that Act shall apply accordingly—

(a) as if paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section one thereof (which refers to
the compulsory purchase of land by the Minister of Transport under certain
enactments) included a reference to any compulsory purchase of land by the
Minister under this Act, and

(b) as if this Act had been in force immediately before the commencement of the
said Act of 1946:

Provided that section two of that Act (which confers temporary powers for speedy
acquisition of land in urgent cases) shall not apply to any compulsory purchase of land
under this Act.
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(2) Where under any provision of this Act power is conferred on the Minister to purchase
any particular land compulsorily on the giving of a certificate by him, the certificate
shall have effect as if it were a compulsory purchase order made under section one of
the said Act of 1946, and—

(a) where the certificate relates to land falling within subsection (2) of the said
section one (which applies, to purchases of local authorities' and statutory
undertakers' land, commons, open spaces and inalienable National Trust land,
and ancient monuments and other objects of archaeological interest, the
special procedure set out in Part III of the First Schedule to that Act) the
certificate shall be embodied in an order of the Minister and the said Part III
shall apply accordingly;

(b) subsection (3) of the said section one and the Second Schedule to the said Act
of 1946 (which provide for incorporation of the Lands Clauses Acts and other
enactments) shall have effect in relation to the purchase, and anything which
under that Schedule may be provided by a compulsory purchase order may
be provided by the said certificate;

(c) in the application to the certificate of Part IV of the First Schedule to the
said Act of 1946 (which relates to the validity and coming into operation of
compulsory purchase orders) for references to the first publication of notice
of the making of an order there shall be substituted references to the service of
notice of the giving of the certificate, and for references to the requirements
of the said First Schedule and of regulations made thereunder there shall be
substituted references to the requirements of this Act as to the proceedings to
be taken before the giving of the certificate.

(3) In relation to a compulsory purchase under section eighty-seven of this Act the said
Act of 1946 shall have effect subject to the following modifications:—

(a) head (a) of sub-paragraph (1) of paragraph 3 of the First Schedule (which
provides for advertisement in local newspapers) shall not apply;

(b) the Minister may disregard any objection to the compulsory purchase order
if he is satisfied that the objection is made on the ground that the purchase is
unnecessary or inexpedient.

93 Compulsory hiring of land.

(1) The Minister may with the approval of the Treasury make regulations for giving effect
to the provisions of this Act as to the compulsory hiring of land, and regulations under
this section may provide—

(a) for prescribing the procedure for the compulsory hiring of land under this Act,
being such procedure as appears to the Minister to correspond as nearly as
may be with the procedure for the compulsory purchase of land under this Act;

(b) for applying to the compulsory hiring of land, with such adaptations,
exceptions or modifications as appear to the Minister requisite, provisions of
the Lands Clauses Acts, sections seventy-seven to eighty-five of the Railways
Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845, the Acquisition of Land (Assessment of
Compensation) Act, 1919, the Acquisition of Land (Authorisation Procedure)
Act, 1946, except section two of the last mentioned Act, and any other
provision which had effect in relation to the compulsory hiring of land under
any enactment repealed by this Act;

(c) for determining the terms and conditions of a compulsory hiring other than
the rent;
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(d) for requiring questions arising on the determination of a compulsory hiring to
be determined by arbitration.

(2) Regulations under this section may apply generally to all compulsory hirings under
this Act or may make different provisions for different classes of such hirings.

94 Limitation of period of compulsory hiring.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, no compulsory hiring of land under this Act
shall be for a term longer than thirty-five years.

(2) For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared that the fact that the Minister or
smallholdings authority is in possession of land by virtue of a compulsory hiring
thereof does not prevent the Minister or authority, as the case may be, purchasing the
land compulsorily.

(3) Where land has been compulsorily hired under this Act or any enactment thereby
repealed and the person who but for the hiring would be entitled to possession of
the land requires the land or part thereof for any purpose for which it appears to the
Minister expedient that the said person should resume possession thereof, the said
person may with the consent of the Minister resume possession of the land or part
thereof in question—

(a) in the case of land hired by the Minister, within such period after the granting
of the Minister's consent as the Minister may specify;

(b) in the case of land hired by a smallholdings authority, upon giving to the
authority twelve months' previous notice in writing of his intention so to do
or such shorter notice as may have been specified for the purposes of this
subsection in the order authorising the compulsory hiring of the land;

and if possession is resumed by the said person of part only of the land, the rent payable
as from the date of resumption in respect of the hiring of the remainder of the land shall
be reduced in such proportion as in default of agreement may be determined in the
like manner as under the last foregoing section rent is determined for the compulsory
hiring of land under this Act.

Special directions to secure production.

95 Special directions to secure production.

(1) Where it appears to the Minister necessary so to do in the interest of the national supply
of food or other agricultural products, he may by order direct that all or any of the
powers conferred on him by the next following subsection shall be exercisable by him
for a period of one year from the coming into operation of the order, or, in the case of
an order made before the first day of January, nineteen hundred and fifty and confined
to the powers conferred by paragraph (d) of the next following subsection, for the
period ending with the thirty-first day of December in that year.

(2) During the period for which the said powers are exercisable the Minister may by notice
in writing served on the person occupying or entitled to occupy any agricultural land
give such directions—

(a) as to the use of the land for any of the purposes of agriculture and the manner
in which and the produce for which it is to be so used,
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(b) as to the carrying out of any work required to enable the land to be used as
directed under paragraph (a) of this subsection,

(c) as to any other matters as to which directions may be given to an occupier of
an agricultural unit where a supervision order under Part II of this Act is in
force for the supervision of his farming of the unit,

(d) without prejudice to the general powers conferred by the foregoing
paragraphs, as to the maximum area of land which may be maintained on an
agricultural unit under pasture laid down with clover, grass, lucerne, sainfoin
or other seeds or under herbage crops grown for commercial seed production,

as appear to the Minister expedient in the interest aforesaid and reasonable having
regard to the character and situation of the land and other relevant circumstances.

(3) If any person to whom a direction is given under this section contravenes or fails to
comply with the direction he shall be liable on summary conviction to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding three months or to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds
or to both such imprisonment and such fine.

(4) Subsections (5) to (8) of section fourteen of this Act shall apply in relation to directions
under this section as they apply in relation to directions under the said section fourteen.

(5) The provisions of the Second Schedule to this Act shall have effect where a direction
is given under this section requiring the ploughing-up of permanent pasture or the
performing of other acts of cultivation.

(6) Nothing done or omitted by an occupier in pursuance of a direction under this section
shall be treated as a failure to fulfil his responsibilities to farm land in accordance with
the rules of good husbandry so long as the act or omission was reasonably necessary
in consequence of the giving of the direction.

(7) Without prejudice to the general provisions of this Part of this Act as to the service
of notices, any notice to be served under this section on an occupier of land used
for agriculture shall, where an agent or servant of the occupier is responsible for the
control of the farming of the land, be duly served if served on that agent or servant.

(8) Any period for which the powers conferred on the Minister by subsection (2) of this
section are exercisable shall be extended by a further year if the Minister by order made
not earlier than one month before the date on which the said period would otherwise
expire directs that the said period shall be so extended.

(9) The expiration of the said period shall not affect the operation of any direction under
this section previously given.

(10) An order made under this section shall be of no effect unless approved by resolution
of each House of Parliament:

Provided that if at the time when such an order is made Parliament is dissolved
or prorogued or both Houses are adjourned for more than four days, the foregoing
provisions of this subsection shall not apply but the order shall be laid before
Parliament as soon as may be and shall cease to have effect unless approved by
resolution of each House of Parliament before the expiration of the twenty-eighth day
on which that House has sat after the order is laid before it.
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Continuation of contributions to cost of drainage, water supply and application of lime.

96 Continuation of grants for drainage of, and supply of water to, agricultural land.

(1) So much of the Agriculture (Miscellaneous War Provisions) Act, 1940, as limits the
period during which schemes may be approved under section fifteen thereof (under
which grants may be made by the Minister towards the cost of approved schemes
for field drainage and the improvement of ditches and for the supply of water to
agricultural land) shall cease to have effect, but no scheme shall be approved under
that section unless application for the approval thereof has been made, in such form
and manner as the Minister may with the approval of the Treasury determine, before
the expiration of five years from the passing of this Act, or if the Minister by order
made with the approval of the Treasury so directs, before the expiration of seven years
from the passing of this Act.

(2) An order made under this section shall be of no effect unless approved by resolution
of each House of Parliament.

97 Contributions towards cost of liming agricultural land.

(1) The Ministers referred to in section one of the Agriculture Act, 1937 (which provides
for contributions, in accordance with a scheme known as the Land Fertility Scheme,
towards the cost incurred by any occupier of agricultural land in acquiring and
transporting lime for adding to the land to improve the fertility of the soil) may
substitute for the Land Fertility Scheme a scheme, to be known as the Agricultural
Lime Scheme, made by the said Ministers with the approval of the Treasury, and may
in accordance with that scheme make contributions under the said section one—

(a) towards the cost incurred not only by an occupier of land but also by any other
person having an interest in the land;

(b) not only towards cost incurred in acquiring and transporting lime but also
towards any cost incurred or to be incurred in bringing lime from the place to
which it is delivered by the supplier of the lime to the land to which it is to
be added and in spreading it on that land,

and as from the coming into operation of the Agricultural Lime Scheme, for references
in the said Act of 1937 and in any enactment amending that Act to the Land
Fertility Scheme there shall be substituted references to the Agricultural Lime Scheme,
references in Part I of that Act to the occupier of land shall include references to any
such other person as is mentioned in paragraph (a) of this subsection, the reference in
subsection (1) of the said section one to cost incurred in acquiring and transporting
shall include a reference to any cost incurred as mentioned in paragraph (b) of this
subsection, and paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section three of the said Act of
1937 (which empowers a scheme to make provision as to the method of computing
cost incurred in transporting lime) shall apply to cost incurred or to be incurred
as mentioned in paragraph (b) of this subsection as it applies to cost incurred in
transporting.

(2) The period during which any cost must have been incurred in order that contributions
may be payable under the said section one in respect thereof shall be extended until
the expiration of five years from the earlier of the following dates, that is to say the
date on which the Agricultural Lime Scheme comes into operation and the first day
of August, nineteen hundred and forty-seven:
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Provided that if the said Ministers by order made by them with the approval of the
Treasury so direct, the said period shall be extended until the expiration of seven years
from the earlier of the said dates.

An order made under this section shall be of no effect unless approved by resolution
of each House of Parliament.

(3) Subject to the proviso to subsection (1) of the said section one (which limits
contributions under that section to three-quarters of the cost incurred) the Agricultural
Lime Scheme may make provision for contributions at different rates for different
classes of cases specified in the scheme.

(4) This section shall extend to Scotland and to Northern Ireland.

Pest and weed control.

98 Prevention of damage by pests.

(1) If it appears to the Minister that it is expedient so to do for the purpose of preventing
damage to crops, pasture, animal or human foodstuffs, livestock, trees, hedges, banks
or any works on land, he may by notice in writing served on any person having the
right so to do require that person to take, within such time as may be specified in the
notice, such steps (including such steps, if any, as may be so specified) as may be
necessary for the killing, taking or destruction on land so specified of such animals or
birds to which this section applies as may be so specified or the eggs of such birds.

(2) A requirement shall not be imposed under the last foregoing subsection if apart from
this subsection the killing, taking or destruction in question would be prohibited by
law:

Provided that a requirement may be so imposed to kill or destroy game within the
meaning of the Game Act, 1831, at a time of year at which apart from this proviso
the killing or destruction would be prohibited by section three of that Act; and for the
purposes of the last foregoing subsection a person shall not be deemed not to have
the right to comply with a requirement falling within this proviso by reason only that
apart from this proviso compliance therewith would be prohibited as aforesaid.

(3) Section four of the Prevention of Damage by Rabbits Act, 1939 (which allows the
use in rabbit holes of poisonous gas, and the placing in rabbit holes of substances
generating poisonous gas by evaporation or in contact with moisture) shall apply to
the use of such gas and the placing of such substances in any hole, burrow or earth for
the purpose of killing animals to which this section applies.

(4) The animals to which this section applies are rabbits, hares and other rodents, deer,
foxes and moles, and the birds to which this section applies are, in relation to any
area, wild birds other than those specified in the Schedule to the Wild Birds Protection
Act, 1880, as it applies in that area whether by virtue of the terms thereof or of any
subsequent enactment or by virtue of an order of the Secretary of State; and this section
shall apply to such other animals as may be prescribed:

Provided that regulations under this subsection may provide that for the purposes of
subsection (3) of this section any such other animals specified in the regulations shall
not be treated as animals to which this section applies.
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(5) The Minister may with the approval of the Treasury make contributions towards the
expenses incurred by any body of persons in killing, taking or destroying animals or
birds to which this section applies or the eggs of such birds.

(6) Part I of the Prevention of Damage by Rabbits Act, 1939, shall cease to have effect.

99 Prevention of escape of captive animals.

If it appears to the Minister that, for the purpose of preventing such damage as is
mentioned in the last foregoing section, it is expedient to prevent the escape of any
animals from land on which they are kept in captivity, the Minister may by notice in
writing served on the occupier of the land require him to take within such time as may
be specified in the notice such steps as may be necessary to prevent the escape thereof,
including such steps, if any, as may be specified in the notice.

100 Supplementary provisions relating to sections ninety-eight and ninety-nine.

(1) If any person fails to comply with a requirement imposed under either of the two last
foregoing sections he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding
twenty-five pounds, and to a further fine not exceeding five pounds for each day after
conviction on which the failure continues.

(2) Without prejudice to any proceedings under the last foregoing subsection, where a
requirement imposed under either of the two last foregoing sections has not been
complied with, any person authorised by the Minister to act for the purposes of this
subsection may at any time enter on the land to which the requirement relates and take
such steps as the Minister may direct to secure compliance with the requirement; and
the reasonable cost of taking such steps shall be recoverable by the Minister from the
person on whom the requirement was imposed.

Any dispute arising under this subsection as to what is the reasonable cost of taking
any such steps as aforesaid shall be determined by the arbitration of an arbitrator
appointed in default of agreement by the President of the Royal Institution of Chartered
Surveyors.

(3) The Minister may give such directions as appear to him to be expedient authorising
the keeping of animals, birds, or eggs killed or taken in pursuance of the provisions of
this or the last but one foregoing section and authorising the disposal of such animals,
birds or eggs, whether for the purpose of being used as food or otherwise.

(4) Any person authorised or required to kill or take any animal or bird in pursuance of the
provisions of this or the last but one foregoing section shall not be required to obtain
for that purpose a licence to kill game, and shall have the same power of selling any
such animal or bird in pursuance of any such authorisation or requirement as if he had
such a licence, but nothing in this section shall exempt any person from the provisions
of the Gun Licence Act, 1870.

(5) Where a person incurs any expense reasonably necessary for the purpose of complying
with any requirement imposed on him under either of the two last foregoing sections,
or where any cost is recovered from a person under subsection (2) of this section, then
if he alleges that the expense or cost ought to be borne wholly or in part by some other
person having an interest in the land to which the requirement in question relates, he
may apply to the county court in accordance with rules of court, and the court, after
hearing the parties and any witnesses whom they may desire to call, may make such
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order for securing that the applicant is wholly or in part indemnified by that other
person in respect of the said expense or cost as the court considers just and equitable
in the circumstances of the case.

(6) Any notice to be served under either of the two last foregoing sections on the occupier
of land used for agriculture shall, where an agent or servant of the occupier is
responsible for the control of the farming of the land, be duly served if served on the
said agent or servant.

101 Provision by Minister of equipment and services for pest control.

(1) The Minister may, for the purpose of assisting in the killing, taking or destruction of
animals or birds to which section ninety-eight of this Act applies, and the eggs of such
birds, provide such services and equipment, appliances and other material as appear
to the Minister to be requisite for that purpose.

(2) The Minister may make such reasonable charges, if any, as he thinks fit in respect
of any assistance rendered under the last foregoing subsection, and may recover the
amount of any such charge from the person at whose request the assistance was
rendered.

102 Destruction of injurious weeds.

The Schedule to the Corn Production Acts (Repeal) Act, 1921 (which contains
provisions for securing the destruction of injurious weeds specified in paragraph (8)
thereof) shall have effect, in its application to England and Wales, as if there were
specified in the said paragraph (8) such additional injurious weeds as the Minister may
by regulations under this section prescribe, and such regulations may make different
provisions in different cases specified in the regulations.

Supplementary.

103 Schemes for provision of agricultural goods and services.

(1) For the purpose of promoting efficiency in agriculture or facilitating food production
the Minister may with the approval of the Treasury make schemes for providing goods
and services to persons managing or farming agricultural

Any scheme under this section shall be embodied in an order which shall be laid before
Parliament forthwith after being made.

(2) A scheme under this section shall not authorise the provision of goods after the
expiration of five years from the coming into operation of this section or such longer
period as may be prescribed.

(3) The Minister may make such reasonable charges, if any, as he thinks fit in respect of
goods and services provided in pursuance of a scheme under this section.

(4) The Minister may acquire by agreement any land which he requires for the purposes
of a scheme under this section.

(5) This section shall extend to Scotland, with the substitution for references to the
Minister of references to the Secretary of State.
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104 Provisions as to representations.

(1) Any enactment in this Act providing, in relation to the taking of any action by the
Minister, for his taking the action after affording a person an opportunity to make
representations to the Minister, whether in writing or on being heard by a person
appointed by the Minister, shall be construed as a provision that the Minister shall
comply with the following requirements.

(2) The Minister shall give notice to the said person specifying the action proposed to be
taken and informing him of the effect of the three following subsections.

(3) If within the prescribed time and in the prescribed manner the said person makes
representations to the Minister in writing, the Minister shall not take the action in
question until he has considered the representations.

(4) If, whether or not representations are made to the Minister in writing, the said person
within the prescribed time and in the prescribed manner requires that an opportunity be
afforded to him of being heard by a person appointed by the Minister for the purpose,
such an opportunity shall be afforded to him and, on the same occasion, to any other
person to whom under the enactment referred to in subsection (1) of this section the
Minister is required to afford such an opportunity, and the Minister shall not take the
action in question until he has considered any representations made at the hearing.

(5) No officer or servant of a County Agricultural Executive Committee, or any sub-
committee or district committee thereof, shall be appointed under the last foregoing
subsection to receive representations relating to land in the area of the Committee.

(6) If for the purposes of any such hearing the person to whom the opportunity is afforded
so desires, the like opportunity shall be afforded to a person chosen by him to represent
his views to the Minister.

105 Expenses and receipts.

(1) All expenses incurred by any Minister under this Act shall be defrayed out of moneys
provided by Parliament.

(2) All sums received by the Minister under this Act, including sums received on his
behalf by the Agricultural Land Commission or any other person or body of persons
exercising functions on behalf of the Minister, shall be paid into the Exchequer.

106 Provisions as to entry and inspection.

(1) Any person authorised by the Minister in that behalf shall have power at all reasonable
times to enter on and inspect any land for the purpose of determining whether, and
if so in what manner, any of the powers conferred by this Act are to be exercised in
relation to the land, or whether, and if so in what manner, any direction given under
any such power has been complied with.

(2) Any person authorised by the Minister or a smallholdings authority who proposes to
exercise any power of entry or inspection conferred by this Act shall if so required
produce some duly authenticated document showing his authority to exercise the
power.

(3) Admission to any land shall not be demanded as of right in the exercise of any such
power as aforesaid—
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(a) if the power is being exercised for determining whether the land is to be
acquired under Part IV of this Act or this Part thereof; or

(b) if the land is being used for residential purposes;
unless twenty-four hours notice of the intended entry has been given to the occupier
of the land.

(4) Save as provided by the last foregoing subsection, admission to any land shall not
be demanded as of right in the exercise of any such power as aforesaid, other than
the power conferred by paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section twelve of this Act,
unless notice has been given to the occupier of the land that it is proposed to enter
during a period, specified in the notice, not exceeding fourteen days and beginning at
least twenty-four hours after the giving of the notice, and the entry is made on the land
during the period specified in the notice:

Provided that where the power of entry is being exercised for the purpose of taking
measures to secure compliance with a direction or requirement under the foregoing
provisions of this Part of this Act, and notice is given in accordance with this
subsection on the first occasion on which the power is exercised, no further notice
shall be required before entering on the land on a subsequent occasion in connection
with the taking of the measures.

(5) Where notice is served in a case falling within the proviso to the last foregoing
subsection, and the person to whom the direction therein referred to was given, or on
whom the requirement therein referred to was imposed, is not the occupier of the land,
a like notice shall be served on that person.

(6) Any notice served in pursuance of the last foregoing subsection or the proviso therein
referred to may be served in like manner as the notice giving the said direction or
imposing the said requirement.

(7) Any person who, in any case for which no penalty is provided by the foregoing
provisions of this Act, obstructs any person authorised by the Minister or a
smallholdings authority exercising any such power as aforesaid shall be guilty of an
offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five pounds in the
case of a first offence or twenty pounds in the case of a second or any subsequent
offence.

107 Service of notices.

(1) Any notice or other document required or authorised by or under this Act to be given
to or served on any person shall be duly given or served if it is delivered to him, or
left at his proper address, or sent to him by post in a registered letter.

(2) Any such document required or authorised to be given to or served on an incorporated
company or body shall be duly given or served if given to or served on the secretary
or clerk of the company or body.

(3) For the purposes of this section and of section twenty-six of the Interpretation Act,
1889, the proper address of any person to or on whom any such document as aforesaid
is to be given or served shall, in the case of the secretary or clerk of any incorporated
company or body, be that of the registered or principal office of the company or body,
and in any other case be the last known address of the person in question.

(4) Where any document is to be given to or served on a person as being the person having
any interest in land, and it is not practicable after reasonable inquiry to ascertain his
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name or address, the document may be given or served by addressing it to him by the
description of the person having that interest in the land (naming it), and delivering
the document to some responsible person on the land or by affixing it, or a copy of it,
to some conspicuous object on the land.

(5) Where any such document as aforesaid is to be given to or served on any person as
being the owner of land and the land belongs to an ecclesiastical benefice, a copy
thereof shall be served on the Ecclesiastical Commissioners.

108 Regulations and orders.

(1) Any regulations made by the Minister under this Act, and any Order made by the
Minister under section seventy-three thereof, shall be laid before Parliament forthwith
after being made, and if either House of Parliament, within the period of forty days
beginning with the day on which the regulations or order are or is laid before it,
resolves that an Address be presented to His Majesty praying that the regulations or
order be annulled, no further proceedings shall be taken the render after the date of the
resolution, and His Majesty may by Order in Council revoke the regulations or order
so, however, that any such resolution and revocation shall be without prejudice to the
validity of anything previously done under the regulations or order or to the making
of new regulations or a new order.

In reckoning any such period of forty days as aforesaid, no account shall be taken
of any time during which Parliament is dissolved or prorogued or during which both
Houses are adjourned for more than four days.

(2) In this Act the expression " prescribed " means prescribed by regulations made by the
Minister.

(3) Any power conferred by this Act to make an order shall include a power, exercisable
in the like manner and subject to the like conditions, to revoke or vary the order.

109 Interpretation.

(1) In this Act the expression " agricultural land " means land used for agriculture which is
so used for the purposes of a trade or business, or which is designated by the Minister
for the purposes of this subsection, and includes any land so designated as land which
in the opinion of the Minister ought to be brought into use for agriculture:

Provided that no designation under this subsection shall extend—
(a) to land used as pleasure grounds, private gardens or allotment gardens, or
(b) to land kept or preserved mainly or exclusively for the purposes of sport or

recreation, except where the Minister is satisfied that its use for agriculture
would not be inconsistent with its use for the said purposes and it is so stated
in the designation.

(2) In this Act the expression " agricultural unit " means land which is occupied as a unit
for agricultural purposes, including—

(a) any dwelling-house or other building occupied by the same person for the
purpose of farming the land, and

(b) any other land falling within the definition in this Act of the expression "
agricultural land " which is in the occupation of the same person, being land
as to which the Minister is satisfied that having regard to the character and
situation thereof and other relevant circumstances it ought in the interests of
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full and efficient production to be farmed in conjunction with the agricultural
unit, and directs accordingly:

Provided that the Minister shall not give a direction under this subsection as respects
any land unless it is for the time being not in use for any purpose which appears to
him to be substantial having regard to the use to which it might be put for agriculture.

(3) In this Act the following expressions have the meanings hereby respectively assigned
to them, that is to say:—

" agriculture " includes horticulture, fruit growing, seed growing, dairy
farming and livestock breeding and keeping, the use of land as grazing land,
meadow land, osier land, market gardens and nursery grounds, and the use of
land for woodlands where that use is ancillary to the farming of land for other
agricultural purposes, and " agricultural " shall be construed accordingly;

" allotment garden " means an allotment not exceeding forty poles in extent
which is wholly or mainly cultivated by the occupier for the production of
vegetables or fruit for consumption by himself or his family;

" fixed equipment " includes any building or structure affixed to land and
any works on, in, over or under land, and also includes anything grown on
land for a purpose other than use after severance from the land, consumption
of the thing grown or of produce thereof, or amenity, and references to fixed
equipment on land shall be construed accordingly;

'' functions '' includes powers and duties;
" livestock " includes any creature kept for the production of food, wool,

skins or fur, or for the purpose of its use in the farming of land;
" pasture " includes meadow;
" prescribed " has the meaning assigned to it by the last foregoing section;
" produce " includes anything (whether live or dead) produced in the course

of agriculture;
" relevant circumstances ", in relation to an owner or occupier, includes

all circumstances affecting management or farming other than the personal
circumstances of the owner or occupier.

(4) References in this Act to any enactment shall be construed, except where the context
otherwise requires, as references to that enactment as amended by or under any other
enactment, including this Act.

(5) References in this Act to the farming of land include references to the carrying on
in relation to the land of any agricultural activity; and in relation to any agricultural
activity the person having the right to carry it on shall be deemed to be the occupier
of the land.

(6) References in this Act to the use of land for agriculture include, in relation to land
forming part of an agricultural unit, references to any use of the land in connection
with the farming of the unit.

110 Repeals.

The enactments specified in the Thirteenth Schedule to this Act are, save as provided
in Part III of this Act, hereby repealed to the extent specified in the third column of
that Schedule.
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111 Short title, commencement and extent.

(1) This Act may be cited as the Agriculture Act, 1947.

(2) This Act shall come into operation on such date as His Majesty may by Order in
Council appoint; and an Order under this subsection may appoint different dates in
relation to different provisions of this Act.

(3) This Act, except in so far as is expressly provided therein, shall not extend to Scotland
or Northern Ireland.
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S C H E D U L E S .

FIRST SCHEDULE Sections 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8.

PRODUCE TO WHICH PART I OF ACT APPLIES.
Fat cattle.
Fat sheep.
Fat pigs.
Cow's milk (liquid).
Eggs (hen and duck in shell).
Wheat.
Barley.
Oats.
Rye.
Potatoes.
Sugar beet.

SECOND SCHEDULE Sections 15, 36, 95.

PROVISIONS WHERE PERMANENT PASTURE DIRECTED TO BE
PLOUGHED UP OR OTHER CULTIVATIONS TO BE CARRIED OUT.

1 Where the Minister gives to a person a direction under section fourteen or ninety-
five of this Act requiring the ploughing-up of any land consisting of permanent
pasture, compliance with the direction shall, notwithstanding the provisions of any
contract of tenancy or instrument affecting the land, any custom or any rule of law
relating to waste, not render the said person liable thereby to sow it again at his
own expense, or to pay any sum by way of increased rent, damages or penalty or
suffer any forfeiture by reason of the ploughing-up or of the failure to sow it again ;
and for the purposes of any provision of any such contract of tenancy or instrument
as aforesaid, any custom, or any provision of Part III of this Act, the land shall
thereafter be deemed to be arable land and to have been arable land at all material
times.

2 Where, in the case of an occupier who is a tenant, the Minister gives such a direction
as aforesaid, or a direction under section thirty-six of this Act reducing the area of
land which under the contract of tenancy is to be maintained as permanent pasture,
he may, after affording to the landlord and to the tenant an opportunity of making
representations to the Minister, whether in writing or on being heard by a person
appointed by the Minister, order that the contract of tenancy shall have effect as if
it provided that on quitting the holding on the termination of the tenancy the tenant
should leave—

(a) as permanent pasture, or
(b) as temporary pasture sown with a seeds mixture of such kind as may be

specified in the order.
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such area of land (in addition to the land required by the contract of tenancy, as
modified by the direction, to be maintained as permanent pasture) as may be so
specified, so however that the area required to be left as aforesaid shall not exceed
the area by which the land required by the contract of tenancy to be maintained as
permanent pasture has been reduced by virtue of the direction.

3 (1) Notwithstanding anything in the provisions of Part III of this Act or any custom or
agreement—

(a) no compensation shall be payable to the tenant in respect of anything done
in pursuance of an order under the last foregoing paragraph ;

(b) in assessing compensation to an outgoing tenant of a holding (as defined
in the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1923) where land has been ploughed up
in pursuance of any such direction as aforesaid, the value per acre of any
tenant's pasture comprised in the holding shall be taken not to exceed the
average value per acre of the whole of the tenant's pasture comprised in the
holding on the termination of the tenancy.

(2) In this paragraph the expression " tenant's pasture " means pasture laid down at the
expense of the tenant or paid for by the tenant on entering on the holding.

4 In relation to a direction under section fourteen or ninety-five of this Act, paragraph
1 of this Schedule shall have effect as if references to the ploughing-up of permanent
pasture included references to the carrying out, on land which apart from the
direction the occupier is under an obligation to cultivate in a particular way, of any
other act of cultivation specified in the direction, and references to the sowing of
land again and to arable land shall be construed accordingly.

5 Where the ploughing-up of permanent pasture or the carrying out of any other act
of cultivation is reasonably necessary in consequence of the giving of a direction,
this Schedule shall apply as if the ploughing-up or other act of cultivation were
required by the direction and specified therein; and subsection (5) of section fifteen
and subsection (5) of section ninety-five of this Act shall be construed accordingly.

THIRD SCHEDULE Sections 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 26, 34.

PART I

IMPROVEMENTS TO WHICH CONSENT OF LANDLORD REQUIRED.
1 Making or planting of osier beds.
2 Making of water meadows or works of irrigation.
3 Making of watercress beds.
4 Planting of hops.
5 Planting of orchards or fruit bushes.
6 Warping or weiring of land.
7 Making of gardens.
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PART II

IMPROVEMENTS TO WHICH CONSENT OF LANDLORD
OR APPROVAL OF THE MINISTER REQUIRED.

8 Erection, alteration or enlargement of buildings, and making or improvement of
permanent yards.

9 Construction of silos.
10 Claying of land.
11 Marling of land.
12 Making or improvement of roads or bridges.
13 Making or improvement of water courses, culverts, ponds, wells or reservoirs, or

of works for the application of water power for agricultural or domestic purposes
or for the supply of water for such purposes.

14 Making or removal of permanent fences.
15 Reclaiming of waste land.
16 Making or improvement of embankments or sluices.
17 Erection of wirework for hop gardens.
18 Provision of permanent sheep-dipping accommodation.
19 Removal of bracken, gorse, tree roots, boulders or other like obstructions to

cultivation.
20 Land drainage (other than mole drainage and works carried out to secure the

efficient functioning thereof).
21 Provision or laying-on of electric light or power.
22 Provision of means of sewage disposal.
23 Repairs to fixed equipment, being equipment reasonably required for the proper

fanning of the holding, other than repairs which the tenant is under an obligation
to carry out.

24 The growing of herbage crops for commercial seed production.

FOURTH SCHEDULE Sections 22, 25, 26, 34.

PART I

IMPROVEMENTS IN RESPECT OF WHICH NO CONSENT REQUIRED.
1 Mole drainage and works carried out to secure the efficient functioning thereof.
2 Protection of fruit trees against animals.
3 Chalking of land.
4 Clay burning.
5 Liming of land.
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6 Application to land of purchased manure (including artificial manure).
7 Consumption on the holding of corn (whether produced on the holding or not) or

of cake or other feeding stuff not produced on the holding, by—
(a) horses, cattle, sheep or pigs, or
(b) poultry folded on the land as part of a system of farming practised on the

holding.

PART II

OTHER MATTERS IN RESPECT OF WHICH COMPENSATION PAYABLE TO TENANT.
8 Growing crops and severed or harvested crops and produce, being in either case

crops or produce grown on the holding in the last year of the tenancy, but not
including crops or produce which the tenant has a right to sell or remove from the
holding.

9 Seeds sown and cultivations, fallows and acts of husbandry performed on the
holding at the expense of the tenant.

10 Pasture laid down with clover, grass, lucerne, sainfoin or other seeds, where either
the pasture was laid down at the expense of the tenant or was paid for by the tenant
on entering on the holding :

Provided that this paragraph does not include pasture laid down at the expense of the
tenant in compliance with an obligation imposed on him by an agreement in writing
to lay down the pasture to replace temporary pasture comprised in the holding when
the tenant entered thereon which was not paid for by him.

11 Paragraphs 8 to 10 of this Part of this Schedule shall not include crops or produce
grown, seeds sown, cultivations, fallows or acts of husbandry performed, or pasture
laid down in contravention of the terms of a written contract of tenancy unless the
tenant shows that the term of the contract contravened was inconsistent with the
fulfilment of the tenant's responsibilities to farm the holding in accordance with the
rules of good husbandry :

Provided that this paragraph shall not apply to anything the doing of which is
reasonably necessary in consequence of the giving of a direction under this Act.

FIFTH SCHEDULE Section 30.

APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATES OF BAD HUSBANDRY.
1 An application to the Minister for a certificate under paragraph (a) of subsection (1)

of section thirty of this Act shall not be made at any time while an order is in force
under this Act for the supervision of the tenant's farming of the holding to which
the application relates.

2 Any such application shall be made in the prescribed manner, and before it is made
the landlord shall give notice in writing to the tenant of the proposed application.

3 Where such an application is made the Minister shall, after affording to the landlord
and to the tenant an opportunity of making representations to the Minister, whether
in writing or on being heard by a person appointed by the Minister, either—
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(a) give notice in writing to the landlord and to the tenant that he proposes to
grant or refuse the certificate, or

(b) by order having the like effect as a supervision order under Part II of this Act
place under the Minister's supervision the tenant's farming of the holding
to which the application relates,

and if before the expiration of the prescribed period from the making of the
application the Minister has not given such a notice or made such an order as
aforesaid, he shall be deemed to have given notice in writing to the landlord and to
the tenant that he proposes to refuse the certificate.

4 Where notice of a proposal is given or deemed to have been given under the last
foregoing paragraph the landlord may require that the Minister's proposal to refuse
a certificate shall be referred to the Agricultural Land Tribunal established under
Part V of this Act, or the tenant may require that the Minister's proposal to grant
a certificate shall be so referred; and the provisions in that behalf of the said Part
V shall apply accordingly.

5 Where a holding forms part only of an agricultural unit, an opportunity of making
representations shall be afforded under paragraph 3 of this Schedule to every person
who for any of the purposes of Part II of this Act is the owner of land comprised
in the unit, and sub-paragraph (b) of that paragraph shall have effect with the
substitution for the reference to the holding of a reference to the unit

SIXTH SCHEDULE Section 38.

MATTERS FOR WHICH PROVISION TO BE MADE IN WRITTEN TENANCY AGREEMENTS.
1 The names of the parties.
2 Particulars of the holding with sufficient description, by reference to a map or plan,

of the fields and other parcels of land comprised therein to identify the extent of
the holding.

3 The term or terms for which the holding or different parts thereof is or are agreed
to be let.

4 The rent reserved and the dates on which it is payable.
5 The incidence of the liability for land tax and rates (including drainage rates).
6 In respect of all work of maintenance and repair of fixed equipment comprised in

the holding, a covenant by one or other of the parties to carry out the work.
7 A covenant by the landlord in the event of damage by fire to any building comprised

in the holding to reinstate or replace the building if its reinstatement or replacement
is required for the fulfilment of his responsibilities to manage the holding in
accordance with the rules of good estate management, and (except where the
interest of the landlord is held for the purposes of a Government department or a
person representing His Majesty or the Duke of Cornwall under sections forty-three
to forty-five of the Act of 1923 is deemed to be the landlord, or where the landlord
has made provision approved by the Minister for defraying the cost of any such
reinstatement or replacement as aforesaid), a covenant by the landlord to insure all
such buildings against damage by fire.



80 Agriculture Act 1947 (c. 48)
SEVENTH SCHEDULE – Minor and Consequential Amendments.

Document Generated: 2023-05-24
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

8 A covenant by the tenant in the event of the destruction by fire of harvested crops
grown on the holding for consumption thereon, to return to the holding the full
equivalent manurial value of the crops destroyed, in so far as the return thereof is
required for the fulfilment of his responsibilities to farm in accordance with the
rules of good husbandry, and, (except where the interest of the tenant is held for
the purposes of a Government department or where the tenant has made provision
approved by the Minister in lieu of such insurance) a covenant by the tenant to
insure all dead stock on the holding, and all such harvested crops as aforesaid,
against damage by fire.

9 A power for the landlord to re-enter on the holding in the event of the tenant not
performing his obligations under the agreement.

SEVENTH SCHEDULE Section 45.

MINOR AND CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS.

The Agricultural Holdings Act, 1923.
1 For section six of the Act of 1923 (which provides for giving an incoming

tenant rights to compensation for improvements where the incoming tenant has
paid compensation therefor to the outgoing tenant) there shall be substituted the
following section :—

“6 (1) Where an incoming tenant of a holding has, with the consent in writing
of his landlord, paid to an outgoing tenant any compensation payable by
the landlord under or in pursuance of this Act in respect of the whole or
part of any improvement, or has paid to the landlord the amount of any
such compensation payable to an outgoing tenant, the incoming tenant shall
be entitled on quitting the holding to claim compensation in respect of the
improvement or part in like manner, if at all, as the outgoing tenant would
have been entitled if he had remained tenant of the holding, and quitted it at
the time at which the incoming tenant quits it.

(2) Where, in a case not falling within the last foregoing subsection, an incoming
tenant of a holding has paid to his landlord any amount in respect of the
whole or part of any improvement, he shall, subject to any agreement in
writing between the landlord and the tenant, be entitled on quitting the
holding to claim compensation in respect of the improvement or part in
like manner, if at all, as he would have been entitled if he had been tenant
of the holding at the time when the improvement was carried out and the
improvement or part had been carried out by him.”

2 Section eight of the Act of 1923 (which restricts the right of the tenant of a holding
to compensation in respect of improvements carried out after giving notice to quit
or in the last year of the tenancy) shall cease to have effect.

3 (1) The period within which notice in writing of the occurrence of damage to crops
from game must be given to a landlord under section eleven of the Act of 1923
in order that a claim under that section for the damage may be made by a tenant
shall be one month from the time at which the tenant of the holding first became,
or ought reasonably to have become, aware of the occurrence of the damage ; and
accordingly in subsection (2) of that section for the words " as soon as may be after
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the damage was first observed by the tenant" there shall be substituted the words "
before the expiration of one month after the tenant of the holding first became, or
ought reasonably to have become, aware of the occurrence of the damage ".

(2) Subsection (3) of the said section eleven (which makes special provision for
agreements made before the year nineteen hundred and nine) shall cease to have
effect.

(3) Any question arising under subsection (4) of the said section eleven (which provides
for the indemnification of a landlord against claims under that section for damage
from game in a case where the sporting rights are vested in some other person) shall
be determined by arbitration under the Act of 1923 in the like manner as questions
arising on a claim under that section by a tenant.

4 (1) Section twenty-two of the Act of 1923 (which provides that fixtures and buildings
affixed to or erected on a holding by the tenant shall, subject to certain exceptions,
be his property and removable by him on the termination of the tenancy) shall be
amended in accordance with the following provisions of this paragraph.

(2) The right of the tenant to remove any fixture or building shall not be exercisable after
the expiration of two months from the termination of the tenancy.

(3) Nothing in the section shall confer on a tenant or former tenant, as respects any period
after his right of removal has ceased to be exercisable, any property in a fixture or
building not removed by him.

(4) For paragraph (iv) of the proviso to subsection (1) (which provides for notice to
the landlord of the tenant's intention to remove a fixture or building) there shall be
substituted the following paragraph :—

“(iv) the tenant shall not remove any fixture or building without
giving at least one month's previous notice in writing to the
landlord of his intention to remove it, and any such notice
shall be given at least one month before the termination of
the tenancy.”

5 Section twenty-five of the Act of 1923 (which requires that except in certain cases
a notice to quit a holding must be given more than twelve months before the date
on which the tenancy is thereby terminated) shall apply to a notice to quit part of a
holding as it applies to a notice to quit an entire holding.

6 (1) In section twenty-seven of the Act of 1923, in subsection (1) (which enables a
landlord to give notice to quit part of a holding where the notice is given for certain
purposes and states that it is so given) for the words from " and the notice states " to
" any such use " there shall be substituted the words " or for the purpose of adjusting
the boundaries between agricultural units or amalgamating agricultural units or parts
thereof, and the notice states that it is given with a view to any such use as aforesaid
or for the said purpose, as the case may be. "

(2) In paragraph (iv) of the said subsection (1) (which enables notice to quit part
of a holding to be given for the purpose of the provision of small holdings as
defined by the Small Holdings and Allotments Acts, 1908 to 1919) the reference to
smallholdings as so defined shall include a reference to smallholdings as denned by
Part IV of this Act.

(3) In paragraph (c) of the said subsection (1) for the words " as in case of compensation
" there shall be substituted the words " by arbitration ".
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(4) In the proviso to subsection (1) of the said section twenty-seven (which provides
that a tenant who receives a notice to quit part of a holding may accept it as a notice
to quit the entire holding, to take effect at the expiration of the then current year of
tenancy) for the words "expiration of the then current year of tenancy " there shall
be substituted the words " same time as the original notice ".

(5) Where the operation of a notice to quit depends on any proceedings under section
thirty-one of this Act, the period within which, under the proviso to subsection (1)
of the said section twenty-seven, the tenant may accept the notice as a notice to quit
the entire holding shall run from the time at which it is determined that the notice
has effect instead of from the time at which the notice is served.

7 In section twenty-nine of the Act of 1923 (which provides that the landlord of a
holding shall not be entitled to recover, in respect of a breach or non-fulfilment of
a term or condition in the contract of tenancy, any sum in excess of the damage
actually suffered by him) the proviso, which excludes the operation of the section
in relation to the breaking up of permanent pasture, the grubbing of underwoods,
the felling, cutting, lopping or injuring of trees and the burning of heather, shall
cease to have effect.

8 (1) In subsection (1) of section thirty of the Act of 1923 (which confers on the tenant
of a holding freedom of cropping and of disposal of the produce of his holding
notwithstanding any custom or agreement) the reference to the produce of the holding
shall not include references to manure produced on the holding.

(2) In subsection (2) of the said section thirty (which confers on a landlord the right at
any time to recover damages for any exercise by the tenant of his rights under that
section which injures the holding) for the words from " without prejudice " to the end
of the subsection there shall be substituted the words " have the following remedies,
but no other, that is to say—

(a) should the case so require, he shall be entitled to obtain an injunction to
restrain the exercise of the tenant's rights under this section in that manner ;

(b) in any case, on the tenant quitting the holding on the termination of the
tenancy the landlord shall be entitled to recover damages for any injury to
or deterioration of the holding attributable to the exercise by the tenant of
his rights under this section,

and section fifty-four of this Act shall have effect subject to the provisions of this
section."

(3) For the purposes of any proceedings for an injunction brought under the said
subsection (2) the question whether a tenant is exercising, or has exercised, his
rights under the said section thirty in such a manner as to injure or deteriorate his
holding, or to be likely to injure or deteriorate his holding, shall be determined by
the Minister after affording to the landlord and to the tenant an opportunity to make
representations to the Minister, whether in writing or on being heard by a person
appointed by the Minister; and a certificate of the Minister as to his determination of
any such question as aforesaid shall for the purposes of any proceedings (including
an arbitration) brought under the said section thirty be conclusive proof of the facts
stated in the certificate. .

(4) The said section thirty shall not apply to a tenancy of a smallholding (as defined
in Part IV of this Act) granted in pursuance of any scheme for the farming of such
holdings on a co-operative basis, being a scheme approved by the Minister for the
purposes of this sub-paragraph.
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9 The following section shall be substituted for section thirty-one of the Act of 1923
(which prohibits the removal of manure after notice to terminate a tenancy) :—

“31 (1) Where notice to terminate the tenancy of a holding is given either by the
tenant or by the landlord, the tenant shall not, subject to any agreement in
writing to the contrary, at any time after the date of the notice sell or remove
from the holding any manure or compost or any hay or straw or roots grown
in the last year of the tenancy, unless before the sale or removal the landlord
has consented thereto in writing.

(2) In this section the expression ' roots ' means the produce of any root crop of
a kind normally grown for consumption on the holding.”

10 Section thirty-seven of the Act of 1923 (which provides for the setting off of certain
compensation against rent for which a landlord would otherwise be entitled to
distrain) shall apply to all compensation to a tenant, and accordingly in that section
the words " for disturbance or for any improvement " shall be omitted.

11 Section forty of the Act of 1923 (which confers on the landlord of a holding who
is a limited owner, in respect of certain functions under the Act of 1923, the like
capacity as if his powers were not limited) shall apply to all functions of the landlord
of a holding under that Act and this Act, and accordingly in the said section forty the
words " in relation to improvements in respect of which compensation is payable
" shall be omitted.

12 In section forty-one of the Act of 1923 (which relates to the recovery of
compensation where the landlord is a trustee), for the words from ' and of all costs
' in paragraph (iii) to the end of the section there shall be substituted—

“(iv) a charge under this section shall charge the holding not only
with the amount of the sum due as aforesaid but also with
all costs properly incurred in obtaining the charge ;

(v) a charge under this section shall be created by order of the
Minister in favour of the landlord or tenant, as the case may
be, and of his executors, administrators and assigns, and the
order shall make such provision as to the payment of interest
and the repayment of the sum charged by instalments, and
shall contain such directions for giving effect to the charge,
as the Minister thinks fit.”

13 In section forty-three of the Act of 1923 (which provides for the application of
the Act to Crown lands) after subsection (2) there shall be inserted the following
subsection :—

“(3) Section fifteen of the Crown Lands Act, 1927, (which enables the
Commissioners of Crown Lands to pay out of capital the cost of carrying out
any works mentioned in the Third Schedule to the Settled Land Act, 1925,
or of any works for any of the purposes mentioned in that Schedule) shall
apply to compensation payable under this Act for improvements specified
in the Third Schedule thereto as it applies to the cost specified in the said
section fifteen.”

14 (1) Subject to the provisions of this paragraph, the functions conferred on the agricultural
committee by section forty-nine of the Act of 1923 (which enables such a committee
to apply the provisions of that Act relating to market gardens to a holding the landlord
of which refuses to agree that the holding shall be treated as a market garden) shall
be transferred to the Minister.
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(2) In subsection (1) of the said section forty-nine for the words " hearing the landlord
or his representative " there shall be substituted the words " affording to the landlord
and to the tenant an opportunity to make representations to the Minister, whether in
writing or on being heard by a person appointed by the Minister. "

(3) The proviso to subsection (1) of the said section forty-nine (which prevents the
authorisation of the breaking up of meadow land or pasture forming part of a holding
which under that section is to be treated as a market garden) shall cease to have effect.

(4) Where a direction under the said section forty-nine relates to part only of the holding,
and accordingly under paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of that section the rent of the
holding falls to be apportioned, any dispute as to the apportionment of the rent shall
be determined by arbitration under the Act of 1923 in lieu of being determined in the
manner provided by the said paragraph (c).

(5) Subsections (3) to (5) of the said section forty-nine (which provide for the exercise of
powers of an agricultural committee by the Minister or an arbitrator in certain cases,
and for limiting the exercise of the powers under that section where it is likely that
the land in question will be required for any purpose other than agriculture) shall
cease to have effect.

(6) Nothing in Part III of this Act shall prevent the landlord and tenant of a holding
who have agreed that the holding shall be let or treated as a market garden from
substituting, by agreement in writing, the provisions as to compensation commonly
known as the " Evesham custom " , and set out in paragraphs (a) and (b) of
subsection (1) of the said section forty-nine, for the provisions as to compensation
which would otherwise be applicable to the holding.

15 Section fifty-two of the Act of 1923 (which makes special provision as to the costs
of proceedings in the county court under that Act) shall cease to have effect.

16 (1) In section fifty-three of the Act of 1923 (which relates to the service of notices and
other instruments) for the words from "may be served " to the end of the section there
shall be substituted the words " may be served in the like manner as notices required
or authorised to be served under the Agriculture Act, 1947 ".

(2) Any instrument which under the Act of 1923 or Part III of this Act is to be given
to or served on a landlord or tenant shall, where an agent or servant of the landlord
or tenant is responsible for the control of the management or farming, as the case
may be, of the holding, be duly given or served if given to or served on that agent
or servant.

17 Subsection (2) of section fifty-six of the Act of 1923 (which makes special provision
as to the determination and recovery of compensation in the case of certain holdings
of small extent) shall cease to have effect.

18 In section fifty-seven of the Act of 1923 in subsection (1) at the beginning of the
definitions there shall be inserted the following—

“' building ' includes any part of a building ;”
“' holding ' means the aggregate of the agricultural land, as defined in Part

V of the Agriculture Act, 1947, comprised in a contract of tenancy, not being
a contract under which the said land is let to the tenant during his continuance
in any office, appointment or employment held under the landlord”.

19 The period within which, in default of any extension thereof, an arbitrator in an
arbitration under the Act of 1923 shall make and sign his award shall be the period of
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forty-two days from his appointment, and accordingly in paragraph 6 of the Second
Schedule to that Act for the words " twenty-eight " there shall be substituted the
words " forty-two ".

20 The following provision shall be inserted after paragraph 7 of the said Second
Schedule :—

“Particulars of claim.
7A The parties to the arbitration shall within fourteen days from the

appointment of the arbitrator deliver to him a statement of their
respective cases with all necessary particulars ; and—

(a) no amendment or addition to the statement or particulars
delivered shall be allowed after the expiration of the said
fourteen days except with the consent of the arbitrator

(b) a party to the arbitration shall be confined at the hearing to the
matters alleged in the statement and particulars delivered by him
and any amendment thereof or addition thereto duly made.”

21 Without prejudice to the provisions of section forty-six of this Act, where the
Minister or any other person acting on behalf of His Majesty is a party to an
arbitration under the Act of 1923, anything which under the said Second Schedule
is to be done by the Minister in relation to the nomination or remuneration of an
arbitrator, or the extension of the time for making and signing his award, shall be
done by the President of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.

22 (1) In the Third Schedule to the Act of 1923 (which specifies improvements which are
subject to special provisions in the case of market gardens), in paragraph 5, for the
words " Erection or enlargement of buildings " there shall be substituted the words
" Erection, alteration or enlargement of buildings ".

(2) Subsection (2) of section twenty-two of this Act shall apply in relation to the said
Third Schedule as it applies in relation to the Third and Fourth Schedules to this Act.

The Rent and Mortgage Interest Restrictions Acts, 1920 to 1939.
23 The Rent and Mortgage Interest Restrictions Acts, 1920 to 1939, shall not apply to

any dwelling-house which is comprised in a holding and is occupied by the person
responsible for the control (whether as tenant or as servant or agent of the tenant)
of the farming of the holding.

The Law of Property Act, 1925.
24 (1) In section ninety-nine of the Law of Property Act, 1925, (which provides for the

making by a mortgagee or mortgagor of such leases as are authorised by that section,
which shall be binding on the mortgagor or mortgagee) subsection (13), which
provides that the section applies only if and so far as the contrary intention is not
expressed in the mortgage deed or otherwise in writing and that the section has effect
subject to the terms of the mortgage deed or of any such writing, shall not have effect
in relation to a mortgage made after the commencement of Part III of this Act of
agricultural land.

(2) This paragraph shall be construed as one with the said section ninety-nine.
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25 Where the operation of a notice to quit served under subsection (2) of section one
hundred and forty of the Law of Property Act, 1925, by the owner of a severed part
of the reversion depends on any proceedings under section thirty-one of this Act,
the period within which under the proviso to the said subsection (2) the tenant may
accept the notice as a notice to quit the entire holding shall run from the time at
which it is determined that the notice has effect instead of from the time at which
the notice is served.

The Hill Farming Act, 1946.
26 (1) Section nine of the Hill Farming Act, 1946 (which modifies the Act of 1923 in

relation to schemes under the said Act of 1946) shall in its application to England
and Wales be amended as follows.

(2) In subsection (2) for paragraphs (a) and (b) there shall be substituted the words " the
landlord shall be deemed to have consented as mentioned in subsection (1) of section
twenty-four of the Agriculture Act, 1947 " ,
and for the words " section two, or the said section three, as the case may be " there
shall be substituted the words " subsection (1) ".

(3) In the proviso to the said subsection (2), for the words from " subsection (3) " to
the end there shall be substituted the words " the provisions of subsection (2) of the
said section twenty-four as to the carrying out of improvements by the landlord shall
not apply. "

(4) For subsection (3) there shall be substituted the following subsection:—

“(3) If on the ground of work's being badly done the appropriate Minister
withholds or reduces the improvement grant in respect of an improvement,
he may direct that any right conferred by subsection (4) of section thirty-five
of the Agriculture Act, 1947, to have the rent of a holding increased shall not
be exercisable in respect of the improvement, or shall be exercisable only to
such extent as may be specified in the direction, and any such direction given
after that right has been exercised shall be retrospective and any excess rent
paid shall be repaid accordingly”:

Provided that nothing in this sub-paragraph shall affect any right to recover money
under the said subsection (3) accrued before the commencement of Part III of this
Act.

(5) Subsections (4) to (6) of the said section nine shall cease to have effect.
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EIGHTH SCHEDULE Section 67.

PROVISIONS OF SMALL HOLDINGS AND ALLOTMENTS ACTS APPLIED OR SAVED.

PART I

PROVISIONS APPLIED.

Provision applied. Subject to which provision relates
In the Small Holdings and Allotments Act,
1908 (8 Edw. 7. c. 36)

 

In section thirty-nine,—  
subsection (4) Power to continue or create easements over

land acquired.
In section forty,—  
subsection (1), in so far as it confers wider
powers of leasing than are conferred by
the Settled Land Act, 1925, or that Act as
applied by any other enactment

Power of limited owner to grant leases.

subsections (2) and (3) Leases of Crown Lands and ecclesiastical
lands.

Section forty-eight Provisions as to glebe lands.
In the Land Settlement (Facilities) Act, 1919
(9 & 10 Geo. 5. c. 59)

 

Section eight Authorisation of sale of glebe land without
consent of patron.

In the Small Holdings and Allotments Act,
1926 (16 & 17 Geo. 5. c. 52)

 

Section eleven Registration of title to land purchased for
smallholdings.

PART II

PROVISIONS SAVED.

Enactment saved. Extent of saving.
In the Smallholdings and Allotments Act,
1926 (16 & 17 Geo. 5. c. 52) :—

 

Section two (power of Minister to contribute
towards losses).

The section shall continue in operation
in relation to proposals submitted before
the commencement of Part IV of this Act,
but subject to the application, with such
modifications as may be prescribed, of the
regulations made under paragraph (b) of

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1908/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1908/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1919/59
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1919/59
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1926/52
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1926/52
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1926/52
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Enactment saved. Extent of saving.
subsection (7) of section fifty-eight of this
Act.

Sections five to seven (provisions as to
payment for sales of holdings by terminable
annuities, as to conditions binding on
holdings sold or let, and as to recovery of
possession where condition broken).

1. The sections shall, subject to the
modification hereinafter provided,
continue in operation in relation to
smallholdings sold or let before the
commencement of Part IV of this Act,
except in so far as they provide for
the sale of smallholdings or any other
disposition thereof not authorised by
Part IV of this Act, and except in so far
as subsection (1) of section six renders
the consent of the Minister unnecessary
where no contribution is payable by
him.

2. The requirement in paragraph (c)
of subsection (1) of section six
that the holding shall be cultivated
in accordance with the rules of
good husbandry as defined in the
Agricultural Holdings Act, 1923, shall
be construed as a requirement that the
owner or occupier, as the case may be,
shall fulfil his responsibilities to farm
the holding in accordance with the rules
of good husbandry, and section eleven
of this Act shall apply accordingly.

Sections thirteen and fourteen (provisions
as to loans for purchase and equipment of
holdings).

The sections shall continue in operation
in relation to loans made before the
commencement of Part IV of this Act.

NINTH SCHEDULE Sections 68, 71, 73.

CONSTITUTION ETC. OF COMMISSION, SUB-COMMISSION, COMMITTEES AND TRIBUNALS.

Agricultural Land Commission and Welsh Agricultural Land Sub-Commission.
1 Unless and until the Agricultural Land Commission (hereafter in this Schedule

referred to as " the Commission ") otherwise determine, three shall be a quorum
at any meeting of the Commission; and subject to the provisions of this Act the
Commission shall have power to fix and regulate their own procedure.

2 If at any meeting of the Commission the votes are equally divided on any question,
the person acting as chairman of the meeting shall have a second or casting vote.

3 Any contract or instrument which, if entered into or executed by a person not being
a body corporate, would not require to be under seal may be entered into or executed
on behalf of the Commission by any person generally or specially authorised by
them for the purpose.
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4 (1) The Welsh Agricultural Land Sub-Commission (hereafter in this Schedule referred
to as "the Sub-Commission") shall subject to the provisions of this Act have power
to fix and regulate their own procedure.

(2) Unless and until the Sub-Commission otherwise determine two shall be a quorum at
any meeting of the Sub-Commission.

(3) In default of the chairman such member of the Sub-Commission attending any
meeting shall preside at the meeting as may be agreed by the members so attending.

(4) If at any meeting of the Sub-Commission at which the chairman is present the votes
are equally divided on any question, the chairman shall have a second or casting vote.

5 Every member of the Commission and the Sub-Commission shall hold and
vacate office under the terms of the instrument under which he is appointed, but
notwithstanding anything in that instrument he may resign his office by notice in
writing served on the Minister.

6 Any member of the Commission or the Sub-Commission who ceases to hold office
shall be eligible for reappointment.

County Agricultural Executive Committees, Sub-Committees and District Committees.
7 (1) A County Agricultural Executive Committee shall consist of not more than five

members appointed by the Minister, and of seven other members (hereinafter referred
to as "nominated members ") appointed by the Minister from among persons
nominated in accordance with the following provisions of this Schedule.

(2) One of the said five members shall be a member of the council of the county for
which the Committee is established, and shall be appointed by the Minister after
consultation with that council.

In the application of this sub-paragraph—
(a) to the Isles of Scilly for the references to the council of a county there shall

be substituted references to the council of those Isles,
(b) to a combination of counties which under subsection (2) of section seventy-

one of this Act is treated as a single county for the reference to a member of
the council of the county there shall be substituted a reference to a member
of one of the councils, and for the reference to consultation with the council
of a county there shall be substituted a reference to consultation with all of
the councils.

(3) The nominated members shall be appointed from persons nominated—
(a) in the case of three members, by persons appearing to the Minister to

represent the interests of farmers;
(b) in the case of two members, by persons appearing to him to represent the

interests of workers employed in agriculture;
(c) in the case of two members, by persons appearing to him to represent the

interests of owners of agricultural land.

(4) The Minister may by order direct that the foregoing provisions of this paragraph shall
have effect subject to such modifications of the numbers therein specified, or such
additions to the classes of nominated members and such consequential additions to
the persons required to be consulted under paragraph 1 of the Tenth Schedule to this
Act, as may be provided by the order.
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(5) Any order under this paragraph shall be of no effect unless approved by resolution
of each House of Parliament.

8 The Minister shall designate a member of each County Agricultural Executive
Committee to act as chairman of the Committee and another member to act as
deputy chairman in the absence of the chairman.

9 (1) Subject to the provisions of this paragraph, the term of office of any member of a
County Agricultural Executive Committee shall be three years, but a member who
ceases to hold office shall, subject to the provisions of this Schedule as to nomination,
be eligible for reappointment.

(2) The following provisions shall regulate the tenure of office of the first members of a
County Agricultural Executive. Committee other than the chairman:—

(a) at the end of the first year from the establishment of the Committee one-third
(or, if one-third is not an integral number, the nearest integral number not
exceeding one-third) of the said members, to be chosen by the Committee,
shall retire from the Committee;

(b) at the end of two years from the establishment of the Committee one-half
(or, if one-half is not an integral number, the nearest integral number not
exceeding one-half) of the remaining first members of the Committee, to be
chosen by the Committee, shall retire from the Committee.

(3) Any member of the Committee may resign his membership by notice in writing
served on the Minister.

(4) If the Minister is satisfied that any member of the Committee is incapacitated by
infirmity of mind or body from discharging the duties of his office, or is otherwise
unsuited to continue to discharge those duties, or if any member of the Committee
is adjudged bankrupt or makes a composition or arrangement with his creditors, the
Minister may revoke his appointment as a Member of the Committee.

(5) Where the Minister appoints a person in the place of a member whose office is
vacated otherwise than in accordance with sub-paragraph (1) or (2) of this paragraph,
the said sub-paragraphs (1) and (2) shah apply to the person so appointed as if he
had become a member of the Committee at the same time as the member in whose
place he was appointed, or, where two or more persons are appointed as aforesaid in
succession, as if he had become a member of the Committee at the same time as the
first member whose office was vacated as aforesaid.

10 A County Agricultural Executive Committee may add to any sub-committee
established by them persons not being members of the Committee, who shall
continue as members of the sub-committee for such period as the Committee may
determine.

11 A district committee shall consist of such number of members, whether or not
members of the County Agricultural Executive Committee by which the district
committee are established, as the County Agricultural Executive Committee
may determine, and the members of a district committee shall be appointed by
the County Agricultural Executive Committee and hold office for such period,
determinable in 9uch circumstances, as may be fixed by the County Agricultural
Executive Committee.

12 A County Agricultural Executive Committee, sub-committee or district committee
shall have power to fix and regulate their own procedure, including power to
determine the number of members necessary to form a quorum.
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Agricultural Land Tribunals.
13 (1) An Agricultural Land Tribunal shall consist of a chairman and two other members.

(2) The Minister may, if it appears to him expedient so to do, direct that for any reference
to the Tribunal specified in the direction two assessors shall be added to the Tribunal
to assist the members thereof in the hearing of the matter of the reference.

14 (1) The chairman shall be appointed by the Lord Chancellor and shall be a barrister or
solicitor of not less than seven years' standing.

(2) The chairman shall hold office for three years, and a chairman whose term of office
expires shall be eligible to be re-appointed as chairman.

(3) The chairman may resign his office by notice in writing served on the Lord
Chancellor.

(4) If the Lord Chancellor is satisfied that the chairman is incapacitated by infirmity
of mind or body from discharging the duties of his office, or if the chairman is
adjudged bankrupt or makes a composition or arrangement with his creditors, the
Lord Chancellor may revoke the appointment of the chairman.

(5) If the Lord Chancellor is satisfied that the chairman is prevented by sickness or any
other reason from acting on any reference to the Agricultural Land Tribunal, the
Lord Chancellor may appoint a person having the qualifications mentioned in sub-
paragraph (1) of this paragraph to be chairman of the Tribunal for that reference.

15 The two members of an Agricultural Land Tribunal other than the chairman
(hereinafter referred to as " nominated members ") shall, for each reference to the
Tribunal, be appointed by the Minister and shall be so appointed respectively from
a panel of persons nominated in the case of one such member by persons appearing
to the Minister to represent the interests of farmers, and in the case of the other by
persons appearing to the Minister to represent the interests of owners of agricultural
land.

16 The assessors shall be selected by the Minister, for any reference for which the
Minister directs the addition of assessors to the Tribunal, from a panel of persons
nominated by the President of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.

17 (1) The Minister may by order direct that the foregoing provisions of this Schedule as to
the nominated members of Agricultural Land Tribunals shall have effect subject to
such modification of the number of such members, and such additions to the classes
of persons referred to in paragraph 15 of this Schedule, as may be specified in the
order.

(2) Any order under this paragraph shall be of no effect unless approved by resolution
of each House of Parliament.

18 Where provision is made for the sitting of an Agricultural Land Tribunal in two or
more divisions, this Schedule shall apply as if each division were an Agricultural
Land Tribunal.

Disqualifications for appointment.
19 (1) A person shall be disqualified for being appointed or being a member of the

Commission or Sub-Commission or of a County Agricultural Executive Committee,
sub-committee or district committee, or a member of or assessor to an Agricultural
Land Tribunal, so long as he is a member of the Commons House of Parliament.
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(2) A person shall be disqualified for being appointed or being a member of, or assessor
to, an Agricultural Land Tribunal so long as he is a member of any other body
mentioned in the last foregoing sub-paragraph.

Validity of acts.
20 (1) Any body mentioned in the last foregoing paragraph shall have power to act

notwithstanding any vacancy among its members.

(2) All acts done at any meeting of any such body shall, notwithstanding that it is
afterwards discovered that there was a defect in the appointment or disqualification
of a person purporting to be a member thereof, be as valid as if that defect had not
existed.

(3) Nothing in sub-paragraph (1) of this paragraph shall affect any requirement as to the
number, of members necessary to constitute a meeting of any such body as aforesaid.

Nomination of persons for appointment as nominated members.
21 (1) Where for the purpose of appointing nominated members for any county or area

provision is made under the foregoing paragraphs of this Schedule for nomination
by persons appearing to the Minister to be representative of the interests of farmers,
workers or owners of land or by any other persons specified by order of the Minister
under sub-paragraph (4) of paragraph 7 or sub-paragraph (1) of paragraph 17 of this
Schedule, the said persons shall, on a requirement in that behalf being made by the
Minister, submit to the Minister such number of names for the county or area in
question as the Minister may require.

(2) If in relation to any appointment of a nominated member it appears to the
Minister that any such persons have failed within a reasonable time to comply
with any requirement under the last foregoing sub-paragraph, the Minister may
notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this Schedule appoint as
the nominated member in question such person as he thinks fit, being a person who
appears to him to represent the interests of farmers, workers or owners, or being a
person of such class as may be specified by such an order as aforesaid, as the case
may be.

Officers and servants.
22 (1) The Minister shall appoint a secretary and a chief technical officer to the

Agricultural Land Commission and to the Welsh Agricultural Land Sub-Commission
respectively, and the Commission and the Sub-Commission may appoint such other
officers and servants as they may, with the approval of the Minister and the Treasury,
determine; and the Minister may pay to the officers and servants of the Commission
and the Sub-Commission such salaries, wages and allowances as he may with the
approval of the Treasury determine.

(2) The Minister shall attach to County Agricultural Executive Committees and sub-
committees thereof and to district committees and Agricultural Land Tribunals
such officers and servants of the Ministry as he may with the approval of the
Treasury determine to be required for providing the committees and tribunals with
the necessary officers and servants.
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(3) The Commission or the Sub-Commission may employ such agents as they consider
desirable for the discharge of their functions, and may pay to agents employed by
them such remuneration as they may, with the approval of the Minister and the
Treasury, determine.

Remuneration and Expenses.
23 (1) The Minister may pay to members of the Commission, the Sub-Commission and

Agricultural Land Tribunals such remuneration (whether by way of salaries or of
fees) as he may with the approval of the Treasury determine.

(2) The Minister may pay to the members of any body mentioned in paragraph 19 of this
Schedule and to the assessors to Agricultural Land Tribunals such allowances as he
may with the approval of the Treasury determine.

(3) The expenses of any body mentioned in paragraph 19 of this Schedule shall be
defrayed by the Minister.

Proof of Instruments.
24 Any document purporting to be a document duly executed or issued under the

seal of the Commission or on behalf of any such body as aforesaid shall, until the
contrary is proved, be deemed to be a document so executed or issued, as the case
may be.

TENTH SCHEDULE Section 71.

COMBINATION OF COUNTIES FOR PURPOSES OF AGRICULTURAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES.
1 Before making an order under subsection (2) of section seventy-one of this Act the

Minister shall consult with such persons as appear to him to represent the interests
of farmers, workers employed in agriculture, and owners of agricultural land, and
with the councils of the counties concerned.

2 (1) Any order under the said subsection (2) shall be laid before Parliament forthwith
after being made, and if either House of Parliament within a period of forty days
beginning with the day on which any such order is laid before it resolves that an
Address be presented to His Majesty praying that the order be annulled, no further
proceedings shall be taken thereunder after the date of the resolution, and His Majesty
may by Order in Council revoke the order, so, however, that any such resolution
and revocation shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done
under the order or to the making of a new order.

(2) In reckoning any such period of forty days as aforesaid, no account shall be taken of
any time during which Parliament is dissolved or prorogued, or during which both
Houses are adjourned for more than four days.

3 An order under the said subsection (2) may contain such incidental and
supplemental provisions as appear to the Minister expedient for the purposes of
the order, and in particular may provide for the transfer to any County Agricultural
Executive Committee established in pursuance of the order of any property rights
or liabilities of any such Committee superseded by the Committee so established,
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and for the carrying on and completion by any such Committee so established of
anything begun by any such Committee so superseded.

ELEVENTH SCHEDULE Section 86.

APPLICATION IN RELATION TO MORTGAGES AND CHARGES OF SECTION 86 OF ACT.
1 Notwithstanding anything in subsection (3) of section eighty-six of this Act—

(a) the creation of a mortgage of or charge on land shall not be treated as a
disposition thereof; but

(b) the exercise by a mortgagee or chargee of any right to take possession or
to foreclose shall be treated as a major disposition of the land.

2 (1) Paragraph (a) of the said subsection (3) shall not apply to any disposition made in
the exercise of the powers of a mortgagee or chargee.

(2) No exercise of any such powers as aforesaid shall be a disposition to which the said
section eighty-six applies if the mortgage or charge was made at a time when that
section was not in force, or when the land to which the exercise relates was not
comprised in an agricultural unit.

TWELFTH SCHEDULE Section 87.

PROVISIONS AS TO SCHEMES FOR ADJUSTING
FARM BOUNDARIES OF AMALGAMATING FARMS.

Advertisement of References to Commission.
1 On referring any matter to the Agricultural Land Commission (hereafter in this

Schedule referred to as " the Commission ") under section eighty-seven of this Act
the Minister shall publish, in such manner as appears to him best suited for bringing
it to the notice of persons concerned, a notice in such form as he may determine
describing the matter referred, stating that it is being referred to the Commission,
and specifying a place where a map of the area to which the reference relates may
be inspected at all reasonable hours.

Preparation and confirmation of schemes.
2 (1) A scheme under section eighty-seven of this Act (hereinafter in this Schedule referred

to as a " scheme ") shall be in the prescribed form and shall describe by reference to
a map the area to which the scheme relates and the adjustments and amalgamations
intended to be secured by the scheme.

(2) The area to which a scheme relates may be the whole or any part of the area which
was referred to the Commission under subsection (1) of the said section eighty-seven,
and may include any land outside that area which in the opinion of the Commission
ought to be dealt with in conjunction with land inside that area.

3 (1) Before submitting a final scheme for confirmation the Commission shall—
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(a) in two successive weeks publish in one or more local newspapers circulating
in the area to which the scheme relates a notice in the prescribed form
stating that the scheme has been prepared and is about to be submitted for
confirmation, naming a place within the locality where a copy of the scheme
and the map referred to therein may be inspected, and specifying the time
(not being less than twenty-one days from the first publication of the notice)
within Which and the manner in which representations with respect to the
scheme can be made to the Commission;

(b) serve on every owner, lessee and occupier (except tenants for a month or
any period less than a month) of any land in the area which in the opinion
of the Commission is likely to be affected by the carrying out of the scheme
a notice in the prescribed form stating the effect of the scheme and that the
scheme is about to be submitted for confirmation, and specifying the time
(not being less than twenty-one days from the service of the notice) within
which and the manner in which representations with respect to the scheme
can be made to the Commission.

4 (1) Before submitting a scheme for confirmation the Commission shall cause a public
local inquiry to be held.

(2) The inquiry to be held under this paragraph shall not be held before the expiration
of the time within which representations may be made under any provision of the
last foregoing paragraph.

(3) Subsections (2) and (3) of section two hundred and ninety of the Local Government
Act, 1933 (which relate to the giving of evidence at local inquiries) shall apply to
any inquiry held in pursuance of this paragraph as they apply to inquiries held under
the said section two hundred and ninety.

5 After considering any representations duly made and the report of the person by
whom the inquiry was held the Commission shall submit the scheme to the Minister
for confirmation, either as prepared or, subject to the provisions of paragraph 7 of
this Schedule, with such modifications as appear to the Commission expedient.

6 (1) The Commission shall, at the same time as they submit the scheme to the Minister,
forward to him particulars of any such representations as aforesaid and the said
report, and the Minister after considering the particulars and report may by order
confirm the scheme either as submitted or, subject to the provisions of the next
following paragraph, with such modifications as appear to him expedient.

(2) Forthwith after the scheme has been confirmed, the Minister shall lay a copy thereof
as confirmed before Parliament, and the Commission—

(a) shall publish in the manner specified in head (a) of sub-paragraph (1) of
paragraph 3 of this Schedule a notice in the prescribed form stating that
the scheme has been confirmed and naming a place in the area to which
the scheme relates where a copy of the scheme as confirmed and the map
referred to therein may be inspected;

(b) serve a like notice on any person on whom a notice was required to be served
under head (b) of the said sub-paragraph (1).

7 Except with the consent of all persons interested, no modification shall be made by
the Commission or the Minister under the two last foregoing paragraphs so as to
include in the area to which the scheme relates any land which would not have been
so included if the modification had not been made.
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Coming into operation and validity of schemes.
8 (1) A final scheme shall come into operation when confirmed by order of the Minister.

(2) Part IV of the First Schedule to the Acquisition of Land (Authorisation Procedure)
Act, 1946 (which makes provision as to the validity and date of operation of
compulsory purchase orders and certificates under Part III of that Schedule) shall,
with such adaptations as may be prescribed, apply in relation to an order confirming
a scheme.

Variation of schemes.
9 (1) Where it appears to the Commission that it is expedient to vary any final scheme

which has come into operation, the Commission shall submit a report to the Minister
setting out a provisional scheme for the variation thereof (in this paragraph referred
to as a " varying scheme "), and if after considering the report of the Commission the
Minister is of opinion that it is desirable to promote such a varying scheme, he shall
direct the Commission to proceed with the preparation of a final varying scheme for
submission to the Minister and confirmation by him.

(2) The foregoing provisions of this Schedule shall, with such adaptations as may be
prescribed, apply in relation to varying schemes.

(3) Notwithstanding the variation of a scheme by one or more subsequent schemes, the
reference in subsection (7) of section eighty-seven of this Act to the coming into
operation of a scheme shall where the scheme has been varied be construed as a
reference to the earliest date at which the land in question was included in the area
to which the scheme, or the scheme as varied, related.

THIRTEENTH SCHEDULE Section 110.

ENACTMENTS REPEALED.

Session and Chapter Short title Extent of Repeal
8 Ed. 7. c. 36. The Small Holdings and

Allotments Act, 1908.
Section fifty.

6 & 7 Geo. 5. c. 38. The Small Holding Colonies
Act, 1916.

Section ten.

9 & 10 Geo. 5. c. 57. The Acquisition of
Land (Assessment of
Compensation) Act, 1919.

In section seven,
subsection (2).

9 & 10 Geo. 5. c. 91. The Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries Act, 1919.

Sections two to ten ;
in section eleven, in
subsection (2) the words from
"and Parts II" to the end ; the
Schedules.

13 & 14 Geo. 5. c. 9 The Agricultural Holdings
Act, 1923.

Sections one to five and
eight, in section nine in
subsection (3) the words
" standard or ", section

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1908/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1916/38
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1919/57
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Session and Chapter Short title Extent of Repeal
ten, in section eleven
subsection (3), sections
twelve to fourteen, in section
sixteen subsection (2),
in section twenty-five
paragraphs (a) and (b) of
subsection (2), section
twenty-six, in section
twenty-nine the proviso,
section thirty-three, in
section thirty-seven the
words " for disturbance
or for any improvement
", . in section forty the
words from " in relation to
improvements" to " payable
", in section forty-nine the
proviso to subsection (1)
and subsections (3) to
(5), section fifty, section
fifty - two, in section
fifty-six subsection (2),
in section fifty-seven in
subsection (1) the definitions
of " agricultural committee ",
" allotment garden ", " market
garden ", " manuring ", and
" rules of good husbandry "
and subsection (3), and the
First Schedule.

15 & 16 Geo. 5. c. 39. The Agricultural Returns Act,
1925.

The whole Act, as well in its
application to Scotland as in
its application to England.

21 & 22 Geo. 5. c. 41. The Agricultural Land
(Utilisation) Act, 1931

Sections one to four.

22 & 23 Geo. 5. c. 12. The Destructive Imported
Animals Act, 1932.

Section four; in section five,
subsection (4).

1 Ed. 8 and 1 Geo. 6. c. 70. The Agriculture Act, 1937. In section fifteen, in
subsection (2) the words from
"and except the council" to
the end.

2 & 3 Geo. 6. c. 43. The Prevention of Damage
by Rabbits Act, 1939.

Part I

3 & 4 Geo. 6. c. 50. The Agriculture
(Miscellaneous War
Provisions) (No. 2) Act,
1940.

In section one, subsection (2).

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1925/39
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1931/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1932/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1937/70
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1939/43
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1940/50


98 Agriculture Act 1947 (c. 48)
THIRTEENTH SCHEDULE – Enactments Repealed.

Document Generated: 2023-05-24
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

Session and Chapter Short title Extent of Repeal
6 & 7 Geo. 6. c. 16. The Agriculture

(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act. 1943.

Section nine.

9 & 10 Geo. 6. c. 73. The Hill Farming Act, 1946. In section nine, subsections
(4) to (6).
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