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Civil Aviation Act 1949
1949 CHAPTER 67 12 13 and 14 Geo 6

PART II

REGULATION OF CIVIL AVIATION

Air Transport

12 Air Transport Advisory Council

(1) His Majesty may by Order in Council provide for the constitution of an Air Transport
Advisory Council consisting of a chairman, who shall be appointed by the Lord
Chancellor and who shall be a barrister, advocate or solicitor of not less than seven
years' standing, and such number of members appointed by the Minister (not being
less than two nor more than four) as may be determined in accordance with the Order.

Of the members of the Council appointed by the Minister, at least one shall be a person
of experience in the operation of air transport services, and at least one shall be a
person of experience in the operation of other transport services.

No member of any of the Airways Corporations, and no person employed by any of
the Airways Corporations, shall be qualified to be a member of the Council.

(2) It shall be the duty of the Air Transport Advisory Council to consider any
representation from any person with respect to the adequacy of the facilities provided
by any of the Airways Corporations, or with respect to the charges for any such
facilities:

Provided that the Council shall not be required by this subsection to consider any such
representation if, in their opinion, it is frivolous or vexatious or if, in their opinion, the
matters to which the representation relates have been already sufficiently considered
by the Council, or if, in their opinion, it is inexpedient that they should consider the
representation on the ground that the matters to which it relates are for the time being
regulated by any international agreement to which His Majesty's government in the
United Kingdom is a party.
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(3) It shall be the duty of the Air Transport Advisory Council to consider any question
which may be referred to the Council by the Minister, being:—

(a) a question relating to facilities for transport by air in any part of the world, or
relating to the charges for such facilities; or

(b) a question which in the opinion of the Minister requires consideration with a
view to the improvement of air transport services.

(4) When the Council have considered any such representation or question as aforesaid,
they shall report to the Minister upon their conclusions, and shall make such
recommendations to the Minister in connection with those conclusions as they think
expedient.

(5) The Council may with the approval of the Minister appoint such assessors as they think
expedient for the purpose of securing that they are properly advised with respect to
matters affecting the interests of persons who use air transport services, or of any class
of such persons, and the- interests of technical, professional, industrial and commercial
bodies (including those of organised labour) directly concerned with the provision of
air transport services.

(6) Any Order made under this section may contain such incidental and consequential
provisions, including provisions for the payment of remuneration to members of the
Council out of moneys provided by Parliament, provisions for the payment out of such
moneys of expenses incurred in connection with the appointment of assessors by the
Council, and provisions for determining the procedure of the Council, as His Majesty
thinks expedient.

The procedure of the Council shall be such as to secure that no member of the Council
shall sit to consider any representation or question which it is the duty of the Council to
consider, if, in respect of the matters to which the representation or question relates, he
has any special interest such as may tend to interfere with his impartial consideration
of the representation or question.

(7) The Council shall be furnished by the Minister with such accommodation as appears
to him to be requisite for the proper discharge of their functions, and with such clerks,
officers and staff as appear to him, with the concurrence of the Treasury as to numbers,
to be requisite for that purpose, and the Minister shall pay to the clerks, officers and
staff of the Council such remuneration as he may with the approval of the Treasury
determine.

(8) The Minister shall provide the Council with such information and other assistance
as he thinks expedient for the purpose of assisting the Council to discharge their
functions; and each of the Airways Corporations shall keep the Council informed of
all services which are provided by them or which they intend to provide, and of the
charges which the Corporation make or propose to make for any such services.

(9) The Council shall make an annual report to the Minister of their proceedings, and the
Minister shall lay the report before each House of Parliament together with a statement
of any action which has been taken by him in consequence of any recommendations
submitted to him by the Council during the period to which the report relates.

(10) A draft of any Order proposed to be made under this section shall be laid before
Parliament.


