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Registered Designs Act 1949
1949 CHAPTER 88

International Arrangements

16 Protection of designs communicated under international agreements.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board of Trade may make rules for
securing that, where a design has been communicated in accordance with an agreement
or arrangement made between His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom and
the government of any other country for the supply or mutual exchange of information
or articles,—

(a) an application for the registration of the design made by the person' from
whom the design was communicated or his personal representative or assignee
shall not be prejudiced, and the registration of the design in pursuance of such
an application shall not be invalidated, by reason only that the design has been
communicated as aforesaid or that in consequence thereof—

(i) the design has been published or applied, or
(ii) an application for registration of the design has been made by any

other person, or the design has been registered on such an application;
(b) any application for the registration of a design made in consequence of such a

communication as aforesaid may be refused and any registration of a design
made on such an application may be cancelled.

(2) Rules made under subsection (1) of this section may provide that the publication
or application of a design, or the making of any application for registration thereof
shall, in such circumstances and subject to such conditions or exceptions as may
be prescribed by the rules, be presumed to have been in consequence of such a
communication as is mentioned in that subsection.

(3) The powers of the Board of Trade under this section, so far as they are exercisable for
the benefit of persons from whom designs have been communicated to His Majesty's
Government in the United Kingdom by the government of any other country, shall
only be exercised if and to the extent that the Board are satisfied that substantially
equivalent provision has been or will be made under the law of that country for the
benefit of persons from whom designs have been communicated by His Majesty's
Government in the United Kingdom to the government of that country.
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(4) References in the last foregoing subsection to the communication of a design to
or by His Majesty's Government or the government of any other country shall be
construed as including references to the communication of the design by or to any
person authorised in that behalf by the government in question.


